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7 [ the 5 0 9 of the Parith 
Matthew, Bethnal Green, and to eas reſt o 


rhe generous e e i 


: BOOK H E E falirwis Sema Ct Favs been £ 
8 T = Publiſhed long ago, had ot the Sub- 
N feriptions fell greatly ſhort of my Ex- 
Pectation; for the many diſcouragements 
I have met with, have given me too much Reaſon 
to repent of this Undertaking ; eſpecially as the 
Taſte of the Age ſeems greatly Averſe to any thing 
publiſhed under the denomination of a Sermon. 
But I had gone foo far to recede; and 2 Word 
das engaged to my 8 ubſeribers ; or ell TI ſhould 
certainly have given up all Thoughts if troubling 
| rhe W orld with. any Hy that ts Serials NR 
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But now, 8 theſe cem 7 are come "Fran 
into the World, I think it necefſary to return my 
moſt grateful Acknowledgments to Juch as have 
generouſiy . Subſcribed to my Book ; and to aſſure 
* them, that however Imperfect the Performance 
may be, yet the Diſcourſes are well Meant; and 
I hope will prove Iuſtructiue. I could rſh the 
5 5 Compoſitions were. much Better : But I have this 
0 ſay in their behalf, they have received the 
, approbation of thoſe whoſe ad ment I bude 20 
; * 40 MI iftruſtl. Senſible J am, that many 
. A 2 weer 
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works of this nature have appeared i in Public to” 
Jar greater Advantage than what is here offered 
to your Service; but (what may be ſome Apology 
for my adding a few more to the Number } the 
Same Subjects will always bear afferent Lights ; 
and there is a diverfity of Taſtes in Readers, 
which cannot ſo well be ſuited as by a diverſity of 
Writers. Different kind of Dreſs pleaſe different 
forts of People ; and that which attratts the 
Netice ef one Perſon, may be averloot'd by another, | | 
e that if the Reader ſhould find nothing New in 
bis Performance, be will yet fre that the Scrip- 
tures are faithfully Expounded, and the Language 
ſuitable to the meaneft Capacity, And, though . 
I have no fond Conceit of the Worth of the” 
Performance, yet, I confeſs, I am not inſenfible. 
to all thoughts of worldly Advantages ; ; nor am 
Fof fo abject @ caſt of Mind as to be below the 
influence of a laudible Ambition: As the ſupreme _ 
Being is often pleaſed to work by the meaneſt 
Inſtruments, ſo if through his Bleſſing, theſe. | 
Sermons {hould prove of Service to any one 
Perſon, it will give the greateſt . 19 
+ Jour: eg obliged, and leuoted 5 : 


Hunbl Servant, . 
Bala r Py Es | 1 1 
Jab 10, 1769. 5 28 n D SMITH, » : To 
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SERMON Lon 


On the divine Original of the Holy Scriptures. 


Galatians i. II, 12. But I certify. you, Bre 
' thren, that the ve ag which was Preached 
of me, is not after Man : For I neither received 


it of Man, neither was I 3288 it, but 3 the 
Revelation Y Jeſus, 15885 N Page 1. 


SERMON IL 


Wherein the doctrine of Faith is clearly ſtated. 
Mark xi. 45 Haye at in God. Page 22. 


7 


SERMON III. 


In which the! true Nature' of Repentance is 
conſidered, 


2 Corinthians vii. 9. Now I rejoice, not that ye ye | 
' were made ſorry, but that ye forrow'd to. 


"mm 42. 


Repentance, 


e 
SERMON IV. 
Skewirls the Importance of the Queſtion, pro- 


pounded by the young Man in the Goſpel, 


concerning eternal Lite. 


Matthews xXix. 16. And Sebold, one came bd 
ſaid unto him, good Maſter, what good Thing 


ſhall I do, that 4 may have eternal L -_ 
| "ge 8 
8 ER MON V. 


By which the neceſſity of divine G in er 


to Man's Obedience, i is clearly Demonſtrated. 


5 alm Ixxxi. 12. So I gave them up unto their 
EE Hear = Lujts, and they W/O in their © 


own Connſels. = a 74+ 
SERMON. VI. 


In which is ſet f _ ht various Deluſions 


£5 1 of Sin. 


Galatians vi. 7. Be not decerved, Gad i is Not 


Mocked ; for whatſoever a Man foweth, that 


ſpall be alſ reap. Fage 88. 


SERMON vn. 


The great Importance. of Private al F ns 
Prayer, in order to a religious Life. 


700 ua XXiv. 15. But as for me and my 24% 
we ill Serve the Lond. Page 106 
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SERMON vm. 


In which 18 ſet forth the Mn 3 Reaſon- 
15 ableneſs of Public Worſhip. 1355 


1 Tony i . I 9 therefare, that firſt of 
All, Supplications, Prayers; JInterceſſiens, and 


e of Thanks be made for all Men. 
. Page 124 
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SERMON Ix. 


Os the Governin Providence of GOD: 
Preached in the I and of Jamaica, on the 

Faſt Day, appointed in Memory of the great 

Storm, which happened there on the 28th 


| of Auguſt 1712. 


Nebetas r xix. part of the 6th and oth 7 beſo 
Hallelujah : For the Lord God Omnipotent reign- 
eth. T's us be be glad and rejoice. Page 140. 


SE K M ON X. 


” Shewing the Dees of Indulging cling Sin to 
| which we are moſt addicted. 


+ Hebrews xii. 1. And the Sin which doth /o 
eafily beſet us. Page 158 


SERMON . 


T he great Icaportance of "APES is f Life, i in 
order to Man's Happineſs. | 


Fob xxvii. 5 6. Tul J ate, I will not remove 


my Integrity from me. My Righteouſneſs I 
hold faſt, and will not let it go: My Heart 


{ball not reproach me ſo long as live. Page 172 


SERMON XII. 
On the Laſt Judgment. 


Day in the which he will Fudge the World in 
Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he hath 
ardained; whereof he hath given Aſſurance 


unto all Men, in that he hath rai 25 him from . 
LES. the Dead. _ Page I 121 a 
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Galatians 1: v5, 1 


But I certi ify you, Brethren, that the Goſpel whe : ; 
das Preached of me, is not after Man: — Furt 
I neither received it of Man, neither va! 


taugbt it, but by the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, 


8 k hs a — — 8 — 56 - . 3 — 
N order to ko what it was that ded 
St. Paul to write in this manner. to the | 
. we muſt have recourſe to the Con- $3.5 
text; which begins thus. - Paul an Apoſtle; — 8 | 
{not of Man, neither by Man, but by eus 
Chriſt, and God the Father, who raiſed him fram 
the Dead) and all the Brethren which are with 
me, unto the Churches of Galatia: Grace be 
to you, and Peace from God the Father, and from 
our. Lord Feſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for our 
fins, that he might deliver us from: this 6 po : 
evil Worid, according to the wil! of God an „5 
Father : To whom be Glory for ever and euen, 
Amen. T marvel, that ye are fo ſoon removed 
So bim that called you into the Grace of Chriſt, 
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called you to the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
wherein the means of Salvation and H appinels 
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to find that yon have fo ſoon: e who 


is offered you, and ſo precipitately betake your- 
ſelves to, what you e to be, another 


Soſpel; which is not another: But there be 


ume that trouble you, and would pervert the 
Goſpel of Chrift, It is not another Goſpel, for 


eee there can be no Goſpel but that which was 


revealed from Heaven; therefore, I entreat 
you, not to give any heed to them that trouble 


you, and would pervert the Gopel of Chriſt. © 


But though we, or an Angel from Heaven, 


preach any other Goſpel unto you, than- that 


which we have preached unto you, le him be © 
 accurſed. - This he repeats again in the verſe 
ts, and then lays, on Por do T Perfuade 


Men, or G 


. Do I endeavour to gain the appeal: of Men, 
by preaching ſuch doctrines as are pleaſing to. 
carnal Minds, or do I preach the doctrines of 
God? Judge ye. Or do T ſeek to pleaſe Men? 
For if I yet pleaſed Men, I fhould not be tbe 
Servant of Chriſt. If I continued to pleaſe 


Men, as I did formerly, by being a ſtrict Pha- 
7:/ee, how then can I be a Servant of Chriſt. 


But J certify you, Brethren, that the Goſpel 
oh1ich was preached of me, is not after Man, for 
neither received it of Man, neither was TI” 


#aught it, but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 


By 


ES 


De Holy Scriptures. 5 


By all Which it evidently appears, that 
even ſo early as the Apoftolic Age, there were 
ſome who endeavoured to pervert the word of 
God, and had debauched the Minds of many 
of the "Galatians. How careful then, ſhould 
we be, in theſe days, to examine the Doctrine 


of thoſe, of whom we have the leaſt diſtruſt, 


and not ſuffer ourſelves to be impoſed upon 
by ignorant or deſigning Men | 

From the words of my Text, I ſhall endea- 
vour to prove, that the holy Scriptures are the 


revealed word of God. In order to which, I 
hall 


Firſt, ſhew that the Teſtimony we. Have. in 
their favour, is a ſufficient Evidence of their 


. Divinity. 


And ſecondly, That their own intrinſic Ex- 
erkenee is a confirmation of it. 

Then I ſhall conclude with ſuch inſhrencen, 
as the 2 naturally ſuggeſts. 

Fit, 1 am to ſhew that the Teſtimony we 


have, in favour of the holy Scriptures, is a 


ſufficient Evidence of their Divinity. 
But before I begin upon the Subject, I think 


it neceſſary to premiſe, that through both the 
eld and new Teſtament is the word of God, and 
both written by inſpired Men, as were Moſes 
and the Prophets, and the four Evangeliſts ; 
yet I ſhall confine myſelf more particularly, 


to the Geo/þel of the bleſſed Feſus : becauſe one 


being proved, neceſſarily proves the other. 


Now 
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Now our 1 Reaſon. . to MY i 


that there is a God.: who muſt be a Being of 
infinite Perfection, all-wiſe, all-powerful, and 
all-good: And that the World was made by 


him ; for we are ſenſible that no meer Man 


could bring 4:m/elf, and ſuch wonderful appear- 


ances of nature into Exiſtence. And that this 
wiſe Being mult be free from all Impurity and 
Imperfection, and of courſe, muſt be a 


Spirit; without any bodily Parts or Paſſions. 


For the Body is liable to Corruption, and there- 
fore imperfect. And the Paſſions of human 


nature, are plain Indications of our wants and 
imperfections; ; and therefore cannot, with any 


propriety be attributed to God, who, as I faid - 


before, is all- perfect. 
Theſe we muſt ſuppoſe the dictates of Reaſon, 


without any regard to Revelation; becauſe to 


pretend to prove the Being and Attributes of 
God from Scripture, before we have proved the 


Authority of Scripture, is arguing upon a bad . 


Foundation, which will not bear ſuch ar 


ments to be built upon it. Theſe then, hetny - | 
the principles of Reaſon, the Mind of Man can 


go no further, without a divine Revelation; 


and without a Revelation we muſt be utterly 
ignorant of the Mind and Will of God: There- 


fore,, in many caſes, muſt be doubtful of what 


is proper to be dn , and very uncertain of the 
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_ Chriſt. And allo aſſures us, 


55 Fh, was be 7 acoompliſned in due An 


'S, 


The Holy Scriptures. 


It a ppears therefore, from the Idea we have 


of the * Fa of God, that it muſt be conſiſtent ' 


with his other Attributes to make a full diſco- 
very of his Wk for the improvement of our 
underſtandings. and the regulation of our F aith 
and Practice: Thus far Reaſon carries us. 


Too the Mind thus fairly diſpoſed by Reaſon, 


human Tradition brings in its evidence, and 
declares, that God at fundry times, and in divers 
manners, did ſpeak in times of old, by his Prophets, 


to the Fews in particular; and in latter days, 


both to Few and Gentile, by his Son Jeſus 

chat the S SE 
were received by the Jews in part, and by 
Chriſtians in the hole; ie, what we common=- 
Iy call the old Teftament, was received by the 
Fews ; and that which goes under the name of 


| the new Te -fanient, together with the old Tefta- 
ment, was always received by Chr! itians, as the 
revealed Word of God. 


Nr this wwe my add the Teſt imony of th 


here are 9 8 in theſe "RP wri- 


tings forerold, which Hiſtory aſſures us, are long 
- fince accompliſhed ; man y Prophecies in the old 


Teſtament, were fu ed long before the Goſpel 


was revealed to us; many Prediction, were 


verified by the Goſpel, and many things fore- 


thewn in the Goſpel, have fince come to.pals-; 
And ſome more, it is ſtill expected by the 


But 
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But ſays the Deiſt. How 2 am I to be 
of the Po: of all this? It is a ſufficient anſiuer 


to him, that we have as great certainty of their 
truth, as we have for the truth of any other 


hiſtory. He might ſay, with as much propriety, 
he will not believe there were ſuch . as 
Oltuer Cromwel, or Queen Elizabeth, becauſe he 
fears he may be impoſed upon. And, if he 
was to ſay ſo, wou'd you not think him deſti- 
tute of common Senſe? * Why then, ſhould 
we ſcruple to give our aſſent to the ſacred 
Writings, upon as good evidence as we have 


for the truth of any other Hiſtory ? 
Indeed, we have a ſtronger Evidence i in their 


favour, thin we have for the truth of any other - 


writings ; fince it has not been in the power of 


any Man, no not even their greateſt Enemies, 
from the day that they were firſt publiſhed, to 
this very day, to prove one /ingle Fact to be 
erroneous or fa 47 : And we 18 e Hiſtory 
t 


None can demonſtrate to me, that there is ſuch an 


Iſland in America, as Jamaica; yet, upon the Teſtimonyx 
of credible Perſons, and Authors who have written of it, 


I am as free from all doubt concerning it, as from daubting 
of the cleareſt Mathematical Demonſtration, So that this 
is ta be entertained as a firm principle, by all thoſe wha 
pretend to be certain of any thing at all, that when any 
thing is prov'd by as good Arguments as that thing is 
capable of, and we have as great affurance that it is, as we 


could poſñbly have ſuppoſing it were, we ought not in 
reaſon to make any doubt of the exiſtence of that Thing. 


T ILLOTSON. | 
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to teſtify, that thoſe memotuble events which 
are recorded in the facred Scriptures, did, not 
happen in a Corner ; but were well known to 

all the World. This is what I mean by the 
teſtimony of the holy Spirit; as none but an all- 


. ſeeing God, can declare future events. I come. 


now as was propoſed, in tjꝗe 
Second place, to ſhew that the Scriptures, | 
by their own nee Excellence, confirm their 


Divinity. „ Aels. 


As there never has Ded any body of Lars 
ſo admirably contrived to enforce Virtue, and 


diſcountenance Vice, as thoſe contain'd in the 


Goſpel, it is reaſonable to conclude that they are 


undoubtedly a true Revelation of the Will of 


God ; and are the reſults of infinite Knowledge, 


and profound Wiſdom. This will appear more 


clear, when we take a Persien and diſtinct 


Jury of them. — 2 


Thus the do&rines are fo pure, ho ſublime, - 
and ſpiritual, as plainly to demonſtrate, that no 


human Creature cou'd ever reveal them; fo 
myſterious, ſo perfectly Holy, that we muſt be 


convinced they never cou'd be the product of 
the fallible underſtanding of a nere Man; they 


are ſo profound, that the Angels of Heaven ear . = | 


* 


a2 el and defire to look into them. 
at a wonderful Myfery is the ever bleſſed 
T; rity! the unſpotted conception and incarna- 


tion of the bleſſed: Jeſus; his humbling himſelf 
to o ſtoop to the my AIHHes' of human Nature; 
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his meritorious Be Suffering. a and Death 
upon the Croſs for loſt Sinners; his glorious 
reſurrection from the Dead, and triumphant a/- 
cenſion into Heaven; his future coming to judge 
the World, when all Nations ſhall be ſummon d 
before him to anſwer for their Actions, and 


receive their juſt Reward! For God hath ap- 


pointed a day, in the which he will judge the 


© World in Righteouſneſs. Adds vii. 


"Theſe are things greatly out of be reach of 
human Reaſon to concerve ; and their truth 
cannot be deitroy'd by-the mate of the Devil, 
their greateſt Enemy. 

Again; When we examine the practical part 
of the Goſpel, and find what precepts it pro- 


pounds for the government of our Lives and 


Ackions, we muſt be more fully convinced of its 
divinity; becaule every precept in it, tends io 


tectify the errors of Mankind, and promote 


their Happineſs.” And is not this worthy of the 
divine Being ? Is not this in the * 
Senſe, dignus vindice nodus ? 

The Lawgivers of Greece and Regie never laid 


down any Syſtem of Laws, equal to thoſe in — 


new Teſtament : Nor even Moſes himſelf, among 


the Jet. For though the precepts of the 


Goſpel, have their foundation in the oral Lato, 
or ten Commandments, yet they add greater light 


and dignity to it; they improve Morality to a 


much higher pitch, than ever it was taught in 
Sf of the 8 = CO or eee ; 
| of 


Ps 


n 


we . n Ow 


> 1 


AP. 


of = Oy” It 1 our moſt inward 


thoughts, as well as our outward acvions. 


75 e, never taught their Diſciples, that Heart- 


a # 


There is not a Precept in it, but what com- 
mands Virtue, or forbids Vi ice, even in the leaſt 
degree imaginable. This will appear very 
plain to thoſe who make the holy Scriptures 
their Szudy; and not only fo, but when read 
wit 
its good ęfects on their Minds and Practice. 


olon, nor Lycurgus, the Es, ag of Greece, 


ut in n the Gg hel, we learn pet things, | 


an honeſt and good Heart, it will produce = 


Revenge was. Murder; that a wanton Glance _ 
was Adultery, and that a man might be criminal 
Us Ha without een g to the outward 


Io conclude this particular, had we not the 
evidence of Miracles to confirm its Divinity, 
yet ſuch is the exalted zengency of its precepts, 
that that alone is ſufficient to convince us, that 
it came from an infinitely w/e and good Being. 


Again; if we look into the nature of the 


rewards and puniſhments mentioned in Scrz; fure, 


we ſhall find thay, they are the moſt ſuitable, 


the meſt powerful inducements to a rational 
Creature, -diligently to practice che duties it 


es 
commands, and avoid thoſe vices it forbids. 


The all-wiſe and ſupreme God of nature, 


F- who perfectly underſtands the nature and diſ- 
Pobtigy! of his e Has ſuited his Sanctions | 


oof 2323235 
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the more effectually to work upon the re f 

ing Paſſions of our nature, the hopes of a moſt 0 
glorious reward, or the fears of an eternity of { 
puniſhment. i 
What can be conceived more enticing, and e 
defirable, « or more conducive to engage us to f 

the practice of Virtue, than the hopes and J 
aſſurance of a bleſſed Reward in the regions of £ 

the Bleſſed? And what can be a more effec- 1 

tual motive to deter us from Sin, than the fear 

and certainty of future puniſhment with the < 
Devil and his Angels? ; 
71 - ay thing can allay the heats and here ä | 


of a diſtempered Soul, it muſt be the comfort- 

able reliance upon the promiſes of God in Chrift þ 
Feſus; and the want of theſe was the great 
defect of all Religions, till the Revelation of 5 
the Goſpel of Chriſt : Therefore St. Paul may | 


well certify us, in the words of the text, that h MM 
Goſpel which he preached was not after Man, for y 
he neither recerved it of Man, neither was he i © 
taught it, but by the revelation of Feſus Chriſt. | 
= For let any man conſider tlie ſtate of the = 


heathen World. Could they, by the dim light IM 
of nature, attain to the knowledge of a future WM 
fate, and the rewards and puniſhments conſequent 
upon it? No they could not. Tis true the 
more knowing fort of them did think that their 
Souls were immortal, and that they ſhould de- 
icend into Ely/fum, a place where they ſhould - 
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their reaſoning could never give them the leaſt 


encouragement to hope for ſo great a reward as 
the Goſpel propounds; becauſe the ſervices the 
beſt of Men can perform, are not equate to ſo 
great a reward. | 

Phythagoras, Plato, and their Ban 1 
much about a ſtate of future Happineſs : But | 
conſider what a ſmall number there was of theſe A 
men, when compared with thoſe who believed 
nothing at all of the matter. And what ſtrength 
did their arguments carry with them? They 
were too weak, and very inſufficient to reclaima 
World grown old in Vice and Wickedneſs. 
Go further, and look into the ſtate of man- 


27 he Holy Scriptures. 


kind under the diſpenſation of Moſes, does it 
appear much more perfect? Very little: For 
.tho' the Fews had ſeveral valuable Precepts, 


yet they were enforced by no expreſs promiſes 


| of eternal L fe, nor threatnin gs of eternal Mz 
fery ; nor dig/they know any thing of a life to 


come, but hy the obſcure intimations or tradi- 


tions of their inſpired Men. And that this was 
really the cafe, is evident from the ſect of Sadu- 


ces, which were very numerous among the Jess, 
who denied that there was either Reſurrection, 
Angel, or Spirit and the queſtion Which they 
put to our Saviour touching the Reſurrection, 


plainly confirms it. But, bleſſed be God, the 
matter is now put beyond all hut, by the 
appearance of our Redeemer, who hath Seile 


Ae and mrmortality to Ag bt thra' the G xn 


+ 


* 
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All this conſidered, have we not the greateſt ve 

* encouragement imaginable, to live as becomes of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, in all Soberneſs and Honeſty? WW © 
What. mall we ſay for ourſelves if we geglect ſo th 
great Salvation? Is eternal puniſhment. then, ur 
too much for us? Too much for a Sinner who cc 
will ſeek his own deftrution; i in ſpite of all the 4 
warnings of the Goſpel? No, it he periſbes, it | 


is no more than his deſert. And he will be p: 

more inexcuſable than a Few, or a Turk, if he C 
continues in his Sins, after all theſe en pl 

diſcoveries of the Goſpel. 4 


If he is not bettered by theſe means of Grace; : 9 
what « can he expect but @ fearful looking for of n 
Fudgment and fiery Indignation? He has no- 1 

thing to plead in his excuſe, becauſe his duty is 8 
plain. There is ſet before him Life and Im- i 

_ mortality, as the reward of Virtue ; and Death 
and Hell, as the conſequence of Vie. Hie 
Mill is free, ſo that it is in his power to chuſe 
which he thinks moſt deſirable; and though 
the Devil is his powerful Enemy, yet his Re- 
deemer's Grace is fufficient for him ; therefore 
if he fails of everlaſting F the fault is 
in himſelf. 

Again; Rules of practice are always the 

moſt excellent, when e in a ſtile the . 
moſt plain and ſimple. this means, they 
will be univerſally pI and become a 
public benefit. No writings then, are ſo wor⸗ 
thy of that e as the holy Scriptures, 


| wherein 
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| wherein every precept is ſuitable to the oxpaciry 


of the moſt Ignorant. 


In human writings, even the moſt corre# of 


them, you will find a great deal of vain and 


unprofitable | argumentation, - which, When 
compared with the Sores is like holding 


a Candle to the Sunn. 

But in this divine book of Knowledge, every 
page glows with purity and excellence; every 
Chapter, every Verſe, produces ſomething. 


| pledging and infiruive to a pious Mind! 


It may be objected, that there are manyiphſ> 
ſages in the Bible, hard to be underſtood; and 


not within the compaſs of an ordinary Capacity. 


To this I fay, that though there ar paſſag es in 


Scripture obſcure, and not quite ſo dabei. to 


ſome, yet they are ſuch as no way diſturb cis 


truth; but are Hiſtorical, or relate only to ſome - 
rules of practice peculiar to the times in which 
they \ were tranſacted. But the practical part 


of our duty, as delivered in theſe facred records, 


are very clear to the log underſtanding. 


The terms of Salvation, are too clear to any 


man to form an excuſe for the neglect of his 
duty, either to God, his neighbour, or himſelf. 


5 can eaſily underſtand the meaning of ſuch 
riptures as theſe. This is a tru? ſaying, and 
worthy to be received, that Chriſt Feſus came 


into the world to ſave Smners. Without 
faith it 1s impoſſible to pleaſe God. Without 


er no Man fhall. ſee the Lord. . Theſe are 
ſo 


* 
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fo ſelf-evident; 'that nothing but wilful and 


downright o4/tinacy, can | hinder him from 
knowing what they mean. And it is ſuch as 
theſe which make up the whole ſubſtance. of 
the Goſpel. We may therefore conclude with 
St. Paul, If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to 


thoſe that are loft, in whom the God of this Warld' 


hath blinded the Eyes of them that believe not, 
left the light of the perch Gel 4 Chr: w Jud 
ſome unto them.” 

Again, we find every truth in'the Goſpel, 
enforced with the greateſt Authority and Aﬀec- 


tian; with a juſt mixture of Severity and Con- 


deſcenfion, ſo as the more effectually to work 
pen the mind of a reaſonable Creature. 


A vicious Man, that hardens himſelf in 
W ickedneſs, is there threaten'd with eternal. 


puniſhment, in a lake of Fire and Brimſtone, 


which burns for ever and ever. For the 


wrath of God is revealed from Heaven againſt all 
ungodlneſs, and unrighteouſneſs of Men, who hold 
the truth in unrighteouſneſs. Rom. i. 18. Who 


"ſhall be caſt into Hell, into the fire that never ſhall 
be quenched : where their worm dieth not, and the : 


' fire is not quenched. Mark ix. 26. 


But a man that is Good, who det Tully, | 


loves Mercy, and walks humbly with his God, is 
comforted by the glorious promiſes of living 
with God, and juſt men made perfe&, to 


endleſs Ages. Thoſe that are alive, ſays the 
A * and remain, * be caught fer her 


rs 


A „„ „ „ „ 


fur 


| theſe ati 
and are be 


ſhall find reſt unta your Souls. Oh 
Feruſalem, how often would I have ee, thee, , Nen 


er her Wings, "Fe 5 
- but tbou wouldeſt not! And, Oh that thou bodf 4 


The Holy Scriptures. 15 7 : 


with them into the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the 

Air : and fo ſhall we ever be with the Lord. 
Again, what tenderneſs and compaſſion are in 

Come unto me all ye that Labour 
Laden: Take my yoke upon you 


and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly, and ye 


as a Hen gathereth her Chickens un 


known the things which belong to thy Peace ! 
Such tender and majeſtic Expreſſions, at once 


ſoftly move the Paſſions, and ſtrike conviction 


into the Sul. 


From what has been ſaid, we may reſt are. 
that he Goſpel is not after Man, for St. Paul 


neither received it of Man, neither was be taught 
it, but by the revelation of 


Feſus Chr: 72 SD, 
The Inferences that I ſhall draw. from this 


diſcourſe is, that ſince the Goſpel evidently 


appears to be the inſpired word of God; and as 


the terms of Salvation and Happineſs are there 
| revealed, it highly becomes thoſe who value 


their greateſt Intereſt, to regulate their Lives 
and Actions according to its Precepts. 
Let no Man then ſay his Faith only ſhall fave 
him. He muſt not think a bare belief of the 
truths of the Goſpel, without practical Holineſs, 


will bring him to Heaven; for, however » 5 
| may deceive himſelf, © God is not mocked, 
wats ade a Man * that . be alſo 8 


His 


„ 3 . 3 . 
r OOAL £70094 AA 


Feruſalem, 9 f In 
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His Paith, without it be Fvely and operative, 


will profit him nothing. If he will credit 
Scripture, he will find that Sz. Peter tells him, 
that a Man is juſtzfied by Works, and not by Faith 
only. Implying, that it is ſuch a Faith as makes 
a Man fruitful in god Works, in his Life and 


Converſation and not a bare leaning upon Chrift 


for © pete whether we are Wicked or . 


FUOUS. 

A Man may talk plauſibiy about Wax 
and tell you he believes that Chrift will ſave 
him, and, at the ſame time, be a wicked Phari- 
ſee. But his fe and manners muſt be anſwer- 
able to his Faith, or elſe his nice Arguings and 


ſubtle Reaſonmgs about Religion will 2228 him 


nothing. 


It was not the deſign of the Goſpel to make 
men Chriſtians in name, but Chriſtians in deed 
and truth; to teach them to get Yi#ores over 
their corrupt Inclinations, and to ſubdue the 


Fleſb to the Spirit. Wherefore, my Brethren, 


Let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of 


Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the fear of 


God. And let us put a due ęſteem and value 
upon the Scriptures, as being verily perſuaded 
that they are the word of God. Let us read 
them with /er:ou/neſs and conſideration, and talk 
of them with reverence and ſimplicity ; and not, 
as is too much the caſe, make them the ſubject 
of ridicule, The Contempt they meet with 
from Libertines and idle People; and the ſcan- 


dalous 8 
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75 be Holy Scriptures, © 19 


dalous liberty that many Chriſtians (if they can 
be called ſuch) have taken in perverting them to 
the moſt wicked purpoſes, is too well known. 
Every intelligent perſon, will eaſily diſcover 
the fatal Conſequences of the abuſe of Scripture : 
for when a Man begins to leſſen his e/eem for 


them, he will not read them with that ſeriouſneſs 
and attention, which is requiſite in order to 


induce him to follow the rules they preſcribe ; 


and when once he makes them the ſtandard of 


wit and humour, they will ſoon ceaſe to be the 


rule of his Life and Aﬀions, _ 
But, my Brethren, I am per better 
things of you. I know you believe the Goſpel, 


and will reſt ſatisfied with the aſſurance St. Pau. 
has given you, that he received it by the Reve- 


lation of Teſus Chri 0 


17 
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tianity. It is therefore, highly reaſonable 


- that we ſhou d endeavour to get a true notion of 


it; and the more ſo, as it has been miſrepre- 
ſented, not only. by weak Chriſtians, but by 
ignorant-and deſigning Men. 1 1 1390 


Malicious Libertines deſpiſe it, and 9 2 
the ſubj ect of ridicule. Weak Chriftians miſ- 


take it, and repreſent it in a wu falſe and ab- 
ſurd. Li ght. R 1 4 I 


Thus Faith, which 4 the waſh. rg ſupport 
and foundation of Religion, ſuffers as much by 


its injudicious Friends, as it does by its malig» 
nant Enemies, The works Chriſtian gives him 


ſelf up to a #/ind Credulity without Reaſon or 
Conſideration, and is therefore juſtly termed an 
Enthufiaſt, The malicious Libertine, by an 
obſtinate and capricious humour, denies every 
thing that wants the evidence of Senſe to ſuport 
it ; and therefore, is very juſtly ſtiled a Sceptic. 
ok ; in order that we may arrive to a true no- 


AITH i 10 aka Y FI effence « of b chi. 


reg 4 


Faith clearly fate. | 23 


25 of Faith, 1 ſhall make it the buſitieſs' of 
this diſcourſe, | 
Firſt, To ſhew what it is that we as c ji 
ans, are bound to Believe. | 
Secondly, I art oint out wherein this d0Gtins 
of Faith! is mfunderſtood by the Friends, and by 
the Enemies 4 Chriſtianity. 8 | 
s. Lelth, I ſhall conclude with ſome inferences 
ſuitable to the „, 
Firſt then, I am to ſhew Wit it is that 
WE as Chriſtians, are bound to Believe. 
In order to this, I ſhall take notice of ſoverd 
» ery remarkable inſtances of Faith, recorded in 
Scripture for o Sos any ec The 13th Chap- 
ter of St. Paal. Epiſtle to the Hebrews, treats 
intirely of Faith. It begins with tellin ol for | 
that Faith is the ſubſtance of things Doped 
the evidence of things not ſeen. 
Now it is very evident, that the things gage 
for by the Patriarchs, were the rewards that 
God had promiſed to the upright, as we ſhall 
ſee very plain, when we read this Chapter, 
which is as follows. By faith Abraham when 
He as called to go out into a Place which" be 
ſhould after recei ve for an Inheritance, vbey'd * 
«© Through Faith alſo, Sara had a Child when fhe 
was paſt Age, becauſe ſhe judged bim faithful © 
who had promijed : By aB 72 bleſſed Facob 
and Eſau concerning things to come : © By faith 
Jacob ww 5 he was a dying bleſſed both the Sons 
5 Joſe p 5 "=p Faith Jab when he died, made 


mention 


| 24 5 Tobe Do@rine of 


mention of the departing of the Children of Iſrael; 
ie he beheved God, that he wou'd, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding they were then in Egypt, bring them 
into — Land of Canaan, as he had promiſed. 
* By faith, Moſes refuſed to be called the Son f 
Pharaoh's Daughter ; choſe to ſuffer Afition, 
efteemed the reproach of Chrift more than the trea- 
fſures of Egypt : ©* By faith the Iſraehtes paſſed 
| through the red Sea: ** By faith the walls of 
Fericho fell down : © By faith the Harlot Rahab 
was ſaved. And many other inſtances We have 
of Gideon, Barak and Sampſon ; of David alfo, 
and Samuel: Who through faith ſubdued 
Kingdoms, Ropped the mouths of Lions, turnd Ar- 
mies to flight, endured cruel mockings and ſcourg- 
ings, and wandered about clad in Skins of Sheep 
and Goats ; of whom the world was not worthy, © 
and for whom God bad prepared a City. Theſe 
are eminent inſtances of Faith. And did not 
this faith conſiſt in a truſt in the promiſes. of 
God ?. yes, they believed bim faithful who had 
promiſed, and they were not diſappointed. 
When Abraham, as we read in the 12th 
Chap. of Gene/is, left his Country, and his Ein- 
3 and his Fathers Houſe, to go into a Land 
which the Lord d pb him, what was it, 
but that he he/reved and truſted in the promijes 
of God? He believed that his gracious Bene- 
factor was able and would certainly give him 
| the = pg Bleſſings. „ 


Faith clearly N hated. - 


Abrabam believed in God, and it was ac- 
counted unto him for Righteouſneſs ; not becauſe 
he believed there 2d a God, but becauſe when 
Sad had promiſed him a Sox in his old Age, nge 
believed that he co and wou'd give him the 
blefſing which he had promiſed : and upon this 
account Righteouſneſs was imputed to Bim. 1 
When Moſes defpiſed the honours and tre 
| ſures of Egypt, what was it for? He did not 
deſpiſe them becauſe it was a poor honour to 
govern a parcel of Slaves; no, but he had re- 
pelt unto the recompence of. Reward. He had 
his eye upon the promiſed lings; and this, 
without any ear/bly Aſſiſtance, made him Ver- 
Fog Egypt not fearing the wrath of the King. 
- Through faith, therefore he endured as ſeeing him 
who 7s inviſible. He faw the arm of God, by 
faith ſtretched out for his de/iverance ; and that 
_ encouraged him to encounter the many duficul- 
ties and objections which he made when he re- 
ceived his Commiſſion. 
In ſhort, when Gideon, and Barul, Ane the 
' reſt of the Judges of Tſrael; and Saul, and 
David, and the other Kings of 1/rael; I fay, 
whenever they went forth againſt their Enemies, 
under a promiſe from God that he would deli 
them into their hands, they truſted in the pro- 
miſes of God, and therefore were always Vic- 
torious. | | 
Prom all theſe remarkable n of F att, 
W it evidently appears . a true = aith conſiſts in 
En SY E " a He 


% 
PRC: » * 
5 % 
# - + - 
** 89 _- . AN 
t 0 Y 
4 


26 ze Dottrie of 


a firm belief of the promiſes of God, a ſure per- 
ſugſion and ſteady confidence that God can, and 
certainly il perform what he promiſes. 
But this is not a that a Chri/tzon is bound to 
believe. A Chriſtian muſt believe the doctriner 
of the Goſpel relative to Jeſus Chrift, the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith. And they are, that 
Chrift i is the only begotten Son of God, begotten 
of. 75 Father before all Worlds; came into the 
World to fave Sinners; ſuffered death upon the 
Croſs, fo as to die no more; aſcended (in the 
\ ap 7 7 of many) into Heaven, and there fits at 
e right hand of God, where he now re:zgns and 
nterceeds for his faithful followers, and will 
continue to & fo to the end of the World: That 
he will come in Glory to Fudge the Quick and 
the Dead, and will reward them according to 
their deeds. here on Earth; will doom the 
wicked to Hell, where they ſhall, for ever, un- 
dergo the moſt inconceivable . and 
wall welcome the Righteous into Heaven, where 
they ſhall enjoy an uninterrupted duration of 
endleſs Felicity and Glory : And to ſum up all,. 
he muſt believe that the Miracles of Chriſt, and | 
the Doctrines of the Apofiles proceed from the 
power of the holy Spirit of God. 
But the //:/ings annexed to Faith, do not 
proceed only from a bare perſuaſion of the exi/t- 
ence of God, or the incarnation and ſufferings 
of Jeſus Chriſt; but from a firm and ſteady 
confidence 2 God can, and Will {urely. per- 
| n | 


" AP «a aH. FLY Fo 4a ' 


SOA rere * 


$5 
3 
» 


r 
74 
. | 
s 71 
N 3 
1318 
4 
* 7 
17 
5 
* 
Lk * 
i 
L235 7 
4 - 
1 
ba 
£5 
n 
4 
15 77 
* * 
* 
IA 5 
\ 
7 
4 
+ 
F 
| * 
"A 
+ * 
3 
Ir 
7 
. 
1 
» = 
: 'S. 
: , 
14 5 
1 
17175 
iT; 
$43: 
* 4 '1 
$ — 
#7 $ 
7 3 
z 7 
1 
+, 1 
TH 
1 
* 1 
* * 
9 
8 
n 
? 
111 
7 
1 
* 1 
n 
1 
7 * 
* 
uw 
* + 
| 
11 
8 * 
A 1 
ts 
91 
4 
- 3 
FLY 
251 7 
; 
4 2: 
A 
4 
= 
p ; 
18 
1 - 
11 1 
2 
. 
21 
4 » 
F 
1-54 
4 « {4 © 
a 
009) 
S +> 
1 
75 445 
7 17 
11 
11 51 
© 
$; 7 
n 
7 
7 
24 
4 
2 SF, 
1 2 
08; 
11 bl 
4 
R 
8 
* 4 
At 
. 
1 
22 
„ 
"© $4 
+4 > 
75 4 
$75 
+ - x 
ppt; 
3% 4 
+0? 
TS; 
. 
5 "4 
"2; 
r 
© Ba 
>. EP? © 
523 fo; 
12 
18 
TP? + 
$72 
o _ 
= 
? SY 
ah 
v7 + 
3.485; 
<7 F* 
#4 
1 
"$41 
- WM 
2 4 
. ! 
. + 4 
F _.- 
3 
1 14 
5 * 
. 


F aith Sn ated. ; "a7 


form ht he promiſes. It was this that pla- 
ced the Apoſtles on ſo many thrones to Judge 
the twelve tribes of Iſrael; they had in view 
thoſe glorious Rewards promiſed by their Lord 
and Maſter to thoſe who ſhould urs to the 
end, This made them outbrave every difficulty, 
and ſuffer perſecution with chearfulneſs and cou- 
rage; they ſuffered hunger and thirſt, cold and 
nakedneſs, bonds, and even death itſelf ; they 
were not only ready to be hound but to di for 
the Lord 1 
Theſe Men, ſurely, were not ſo mad as to 
undergo all theſe Sufferings, for the /ate of 
Suffering They could not be fo fool- hardy, 
as to encounter the united malice of the Fews 
and Gentiles, only becauſe they believed that 
; Feſus was the Meſſiah, the Son of God! No, 
they truſted in his Promiſes, they: believed him 
powerful to beſtow on them 27finize rewards, 
and faithful to perform his Promiſes. _ | 
From all which, it evidently appears, that it 
is not only believing the do##rines of the Goſpel, 
| Fa: that Chri/t and his Apoft ?Jes acted and wrote 
by the Power and Spirit of God, but it is alſo a 
firm belief that God can and will, moſt ſurely, 
perform his Promiſes: And that is the true 
faith, upon which the bleſſings of another Life 
are founded, I come now, _ 
_ Secondly, To point out wherein this doctrine 
of Faith is miſunderſtood by the Friends, and 


5 tbe Enemies of Chriſtianity. 
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Thoſe who think themſelves Friendt to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, 
think that the bare perſuaſion that Chriſt is the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the ſins of the 


(tho' in reality they are not) 


World, and through Faith in his blood, they 


will receive remiſſion of their n, and enjoy 


every other benefit of his Paſſion: And on 25 | 
belief only, they hope for Salvation, 


But this is a very dangerous miſtake, propa- 
gated by too many of thoſe who would paſs for 
the only true Goſpel Preachers; and indeed, 


they do ſo by many ignorant and illiterate Peo- 
ple, who give themſelves up to a blind Credu- 


lity, and ſuffer themſelves to be led away from 


the eftablifbed Church, by every one who pre- 
tends to a more than ee ſhare of the holy 


Spirit. 
This miſtaken notion of Faith, I ſay, 1s 
extreamly dangerous, becauſe it diſſerves the 


great end of the Gel; which is to bring every 


Sinne,, to Repentauce, and to make him hoe God 
ith facerity, and his Neighbour as himſelf. 


And how can he love God with /incerity, if he 
lives in an habitual v/9lation of his Laus? How 
can he love his Nezghbour as himſelf, if he don t 

ſhew him all poſſible acts of Kindneſs ? And 


yet this kind of Faith, which I am ſpeaking of, 


will admit of his ueglect of theſe things, and at 


the ſame time, he may reſt aſſured of Salvation. 
A moſt fatal Miſtake ! that leads men to be 


remiſs 1 in the moſt valuable of Chriſtian Duties! "I 


And 


No bad” 
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Faith clearly fated. 29 


| And. caſts a wile odium upon our moſt holy 
Religion! If this is a true faith, let us reverr 
the Diſciples 2re/zon to our Saviour, and aſk 


20ho then can be Damned? I proteſt I know 
not. For in this caſe, the [ypocrite, the Li- 


| bertine, the Cheat, the MIR the Senſualiſt, 
and in a word, the vileſt Sinner that we can 
think of, is at liberty to follow his vicious 
Inclinations here, and yet, by only believing 
that Chriſt died for his Sms, eſcape the Curſes 


of the Law, and poſſeſs A ſtats of Happy, . 
after 

Now, my Brethren, what de you alin & 
ſuch a faith as this? Can there be any thing 
more grateful to fe/b and blood than it is ? 


| Nothing can; it will ſait any one; ere We 


ſhall find fezo without it. 


But then it may be objected, what does St; | 


Paul mean, when he talks ſo much of being 


juſtified by faith, if it is not a belief in the merits 
of Chrift for Salvation, without any ' works of 
our own? Though St. Paul tells us we are 


juſtified by faith only, yet it is not this miſtaken 


faith; it is a faith that works by Love. A 
Man is juſtified by Faith, and faith is juſtified | 


by Works. And this is verified not only by our 


| own reaſon, but by the teſtimony of St. Peter. 
What doth it profit my Brethren, ſays he, though 
| a Man ſay he hath faith, and have not works ? 


Can faith ſave him? If a brother or a lter be 


naked, ara defirtute of daily * and ons of you 
Jay 
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. 


Jy unto them, aa in peace, be ye as, and 
be ye filled, notwithſtanding ye give them not 


thoſe things which are neeaful to the Body; what 


doth it | profit ? Even ſo faith, if it hath not 


works is dead, being alone: It is nothing more 
than a bare inſignificant belief, and hath no- 
thing to make it acceptable to God. Yea a man 
may ſay, ſays the Apoſtle, thou haſt faith, and I 
have works : ſhew me thy faith without thy works, 
end I will ſhew thee my. faith by my works.  . 

80 you ſee by theſe plain texts of Scripture, 


| that by works it is, that faith is made ber fect. 


And when St. Paul talks fo much, in the zd 
and 4th Chapters of his Epiſtle to the Romans, 


Thane being ſuſtiſied by faith, it was in oppoſition 


ta, the works 0 of the Law of Moſes. . 


Many of t ews who were juſt converted 


to Chriſtianity, though they believed that Je. 


Chrift was the Son of” God, yet they thought it 
was ſtill neceſſary to circumciſe and keep the 


Ceremonial Law. Upon which St. Paul, to 


convince them of their miſtake, tells them that 
by the deeds of the Law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. 
And though St. James ſays expreſly that a 


Man is juſtified by Works, and not by Faith 


only, yet he does not contrddift St. Paul. He 


does not ſay a Man is;/u/tified by the works of 


the ceremonial Law, but by the works of Hu- 
manity and chriſtian Love; and this, not thro? 


any merit in the Man, as though he deſerved a a 
reward for his good Aftons ; becauſe it is wel! 
5 known | 


Paith clearh fated. : 31 


known that no man can perform: a — od 
dience to God's Lao, but it is by the free Love 


of God that we are juſtified through the merits 


of Jeſus Chriſt ; who hath already made ſatis- 
faction to the divine Juſtice for our breach of 
his Commandments. 


It is clear then, that when St. Paul tells 
them they are ju/tified by faith, it is not in op- 
poſition to ſuch good works, as prayer to God, 
5 5 of Charity to our 
ſincere obedience to the precepts of the Goſpel. 
No, it is by ſuch a faith only as is productive 


low Creatures, tand a 


of theſe good works; and yet we have nothing 
to boaſt of; becauſe there is neither merit in our 


faith, nor our works in the fight of God; by 


which I mean, they cannot merit Heaven. But 
God has made our faith and good works, the 


condition of our Salvation, not for any merit in 


through the merits of To | 


either, but only 
Chriſt: The merit is all in him. 
This, to every ſerious Mind, will a 


ear to 
be a clear explication of the doctrine "ep faith. 
But how many do we meet with, who adhere 
to the moſt extravagant doctrines 2 their own 
| feet; and without any 
what ſhould be ſearched into with the utmoſt 


examination, receive 


care and circumſpection. | 
But, my Brethren, ſhou'd we not, before we 


believe a Goctrine, examine whether it be poſſible 
or »ſeful ? whether it be conſiſtent with reaſon 
5 ang. correſpodent to truth? whether it is 
ö |  fſeriptural, 


a, 


| ſurely we ſhou d. For all thoſe doctrines that 
Won't ſtand the 7% of ſuch an examination, we 


of faith as this is, but i imagines he can do it at 
once; having, as he ſuppoſes, a powerful Bat- 


Jorge with it; for if faith depends upon irre- 


32 | . Doctrine of 


feriptural, and agreeable to piety and Holineſs 2. 


may be aſſured are the doctrines of Men, and not 
of God; and thoſe who propagate them are, 
moſt juſtly to be looked upon, as actuated by WW - 
pride, ignorance, corruption, and deſtitution , 
of the with. F 
A good and conſcientious Man, is ſtartled at 1 
a faith pregnant with abſurdities; and the 
Libertine treats it (as it deſerves} with contempt 


and rediule, and from thence concludes. that 


the whole Chriſtian Religion i is a ſcheme of 


a 
error and deluſion. And as the Libertine is always : 
ready to take every Advantage given him by W 1, 
weak Chriſtians, againſt their Religion; here, 
he thinks, is a fine-c opening for him. Hewou'd n 
want no aſſiſtance to overturn ſuch a doctrine + 


tery of his wn e in readineſs to play | 


againſt 1 it. el 

What is this 3 ſays he? It is no part of * 
2a virtuous Character; on the contrary, it is ; 
Folly to believe a thing that is not evident to my m 
fenſes; and when it is evident to my ſenſes, of 
I cannot withhold my ent. But as no wan Ml v 
can ſee beyond his Horizon, fo neither can he Fink 
believe beyond his Reaſon. | 1 b. 

This is too vague an argument to carry. any th 
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Faith charh fated. Fo, 34 


Aftable Evidence only, why do the Scriptures FL 
along promiſe ſo many lings to it? Or? 


why are we faid to be ſaved by faith, when, if 


| we take it in this light, the en Libertine 


Is not without it ? 

To this the Libertine may * believe 
elbe of the Scriptures, therefore have no- 
thing to do with them. I have no opinion of 

Myſteries, Nature and Reaſon ſhall be my guide; 
let others who chuſe it, 80 by the” A Fatuus 


of Enthuſiaſm. 


Well, we will arg zue with him from Naturi 
and Reaſon. Nele inſtructs every one, who - 
has the leaſt degree of Reflection, that there is a 


God that created him; and has made him to . 


know Good from Evil; and has alſo left him 


at liberty to chu/e which he will: It muſt then, 
naturally follow, that this God will reward or 


puniſh him accordingly. Without this perſua- | 


ſion, there could be no Religion at all; and it 
| muſt be the hopes of recommending themſelves 


to the favour of this ſupreme Being, that inflt- 
ences the conduct of fuch as walk by the light 


of Nature. 


And, pray now, Witt does Revelation tequite 
more, than to 'betievs: that God is the rewarder 


of all them that diligently ſeek bim? Does that 
which is an article of Farth, under the light of 
nature, ceaſe to be ſo becauſe it bens A 


branch of Revelation? Shall a Man believe 
thoſe Tin "gs which nature * and Abe eve 
F them 


34 * The Doctrine of 


3 


| $325 © ihe * - — 4 a . AT = TED BPO TX: f . on." : 
them after they have been confirmed to him by 


the Author of nature? Monſtrous Partiality ! 


and Perverſenels indeed ! 


_ Faith, fays St. Paul, is the ſubſtance of things 


hoped. for, the evidence of things not ſeen. 


Py 


£ i ESPS,” 841 7 
What were the things | 2 7 for, before the 
cation of the Gojpel? Were they not the 
rewards that God would give to the upright? . 


publicatian of the Goſpel ? 
What are the things not ſeen, under the Goſpel 


Diſpenſation ? Are they not the 1 bleſ- 


2 
Here 


dings of Heaven, thro Tefus Chrift ? WI 
then 1s the Myfeery that the Libertine has. no 


opinion of? 


4 
< + 4 


In ſhort, faith is the, eye of Reaſon, y. ich 

will direct ſuch benightec Is as Walk by 
che Aar of Nature, te the Regions of Bliſs | 
and Immortality! It will influence their beha- 

| your in this Life, and will ſupport them under 


E 


will direct ſuch benighted mortals 


* 


the uncertainty of things hoped for. 


— « _ 4 0 


But what a. comfort mult it be to a good 


' Chriſtian, that his faith is eſtabliſhed upon a 


much  /urer foundation, than it could poſſibly 


be under the light of nature! Yen there was 
no certamty of ſuch glorious rewards as we have 
now they were only. preſumptive and hoped 
for, but now are aſcertamed by Teſus Chrih, 
who hath brought Life and Immortality to light 
_ through the Goſpel. It muſt therefore, be rhe 
bull of the Fleſh, the luſt of the Eyes, and the 

727 of Life, that war againſt the Chriſtian 

*aitN, 1 . 
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Faith clearly fated. * 
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It does not reliſb with the carnal man to be- 


| heye that Jeſus i is the Sen of God; that he took 


man's nature upon him for our Redemption: : 
that he proved his divinity by miracles and 
wonders ; that he has made known the w and 


Purpales of his Father, which is to reward the 


Righteous with inconceivable Bleſſings, and puniſh 


the Wicked with as inconceivable Torments 3 


theſe are ſuch mortal Habs to ſenſe and appetite, 
which are the enemies of faith, that it is not at 
all Jurprizing to find fo little of it amongſt 1 in- 
conſiderate men. 5 arguing with the 
1 from Nature, 
ictates. 
If we conſult that, it will tell us, ii ſuch a 


7 faith as IS founded upon demonſtration, i 1s not fo 
/ valuable as that which 18 built upon probable 


evidence only. Becauſe a Faith reſulting from 


| the conviction of our r ſenſes, command our aſſent 


without the leaſt e efitation or difficulty. Where- 


as that which proceeds from Probable evidence, 


has many di iffculties to encounter, many 'preju- 
dices to get over ; which can be done only by 


ſerious Reflection, and impartial enquiry ; and 


does, upon that account, require a more gene- 


rous and boneft difpoſition, than that which 
proceeds from ſenſible Conviction. - - 


we value the authority of Scripture, we 


3 mY confirm this by what Thomas ſaid concern- 


ing the Reſurrection of Chrift. Except, ſays he, 


T Joes fe in his hands the print Y e aal, and 


„ | put 


et us ſee What "On = 


8 


36 . The Dotirine of * 


put my 7 PANE into the print of the 1 and tbruft 
my hand into his fide, I will not believe. But 
when our Saviour condeſcended to remove his 
caprice and obſtinacy, he, in an extacy of j Joy, 
cries out, My Lord, and my God! . 
Vou ſee he made no difficulty to believe, 
when he was convinced by the evidence of his 
Senſes. But what ſaid Chriſt? Thomas, 
becauſs thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt believed: 
bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and yet bove 
believed; and in this rank of the blefied are all 
true believers at this day. 
Now, if there be any difference lean: a 
man that makes uſe of his reaſon, and diligently 
examines the credibility of things, and one who 
gives himſelf up to a hazardous and implicit | 
Faith, without reaſon or conſideration ; cer- 
tainly the one, as he acts like a rational Crea- 
ture, may be called a virtuous Man, and de- 
ſervedly rewarded; the other, as he gives up 
his reaſon and debaſes himſelf below " Fob 1 
Creation, may be termed a vicious Mar, and 
deſervedly puniſped. 
Give me leave, now, to draw an inference or 

two, by way of Concluſion. 
And firſt, as this doctrine of faith is miſun- 
derſtood, and repreſented in a falſe light by 
Enemies, and injudicious Friends, we ſhould be 

ppon our guard, and take care that we are not 
decerucd, but conſult the Seriptures alone for 
information, 


But 


„ ad 


miſled by thoſe who put /alſe gloſſes upon this 


Faith clearly flated. . 37 


But if, after all, we ſhould happen to be 


doctrine, we muſt be careful on the one hand, 


that it proceeds from a dect in our under fland- 


inge, and not from an inclination to hig or that 
opinion; ſo, on the other fide, we muſt re- 
nounce all Scepticiſin, and where we find ſuch 
evidence as would command our aſſent in a 
thing of J%% moment, than that of our Salvation, 


we ſhou'd pay the greateſt fer nes. _ TT 
fi to it imaginable. _ 


Indeed, when a Man has been bred up in an | 
erroneous opinion, and through prejudice of 


Education, and inability to judge properly, 
ſteadily adheres to it, as being verily perſuaded 
bol its 7ruth, he certainly deſerves all the Can- 


dour and Charity that we are capable of giving. 


But when, on the contrary, a man diſregards 


Religion and Virtue, and lives an immoral and 
abandoned Life, when he thinks it à matter of 


no conſequence whether he does any good action 


or not ; of no conſequence whether he keeps 


holy the Sabbath, or goes to any place of public 


Worſhip : ; but thinks a bare leaning upon Chriſt 


for Salvation will fave him, Or when he 
imagines he has nothing more to do, but to 


come unto Chriſt juſt as he is; to carry nothing 


with him but his ns, in order that they may be 
waſhed away by the blood of the Lamb ; 1 ſay, 
when this is the caſe, we muſt pronounce him 


to 


rr 3 
2 a 4 
” 

* % 


all the nerit to be in Chrift. 


38 The Doftrine of | 
ta be in a dangerous ſituation, or A allow that 


the Goſpel contradifts itſelf. 


The language of Scripture is, Rebar. and 


bs Baptized for the remiſion of Sins, which im- 
plc that we are not to come unto Chriſt by a 


bare belief in his merits only, but we muſt KS 

our Repentance along with us. And our Re- 
ntance muſt be /incere too, ſuch as is proved 
8 reformation of % and manners. And, 


When we have done all, we muſt acknowledge 1 


ourſelves unprofitable ſervants ; that. we have 


dane that' which was our dut 19 to do, and not 
el 


arrogate the leaſt merit to ourſelves; but allow 


Another inference is, that we take care to be 


of the number of thoſe faithful whom Chr: iff 5 


will take with him into Glory, when he comes 

to judge the World. For as we muſt all appear 
in the day of judgment, before a moſt awful 
tribunal, to anſwer for every action, and moſt 


ſecret thought ; and as we know not how ſoon 


we ſhall 25 called off this earthly Stage, i it muſt 
be of the greateſt importance to us, to be pre- 


pared for the coming of our bleſſed M aſter, by 
a true faith productive of good works. 


The faithful Chriſtian „ * taggers bY at 


the promiſes of Gd through unbelief, Mall th en 


meet with a moſt . glorious reward from a righ- 


teous Judge, 1 who bach FRY him 4 C Ken 5 
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Faith clearly Plated. 39 , 


But the wicked. Sinner, who hath ſlighted 
the terms of Salvation, and neglected the day of 
Grace, ſhall be doomed to eternal miſery. 3 
Let the Sinner then, whoever he is, confidee* +" al 
this, and be be before it be too late; let him 
lay aſide his contempt of God and Religion, and: Y 
be aſſured that what Se. Paul ſays is true, Tie 
Fut ſhall live by faith: Purity therefore; your e& 
hearts by faith; Have faith in God, and be 
perſuaded, that what God hath promiſed he is 
faithful to perform; and this will lead you to 
renounce the World and its enjoyments ; to ſet 
your affettions upon things above; to endure the - 
ſeeming hardſhips of Virtue, for the unſeen, 
though promiſed joys of Heaven; and lead you 
at laſt, to the end of your faith, even the JENS 


93 your Souls. 
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42 The true Nature of 


2 n vii. 9. 


New I rejoice, not FX I ye were made 5 but 
that "a en 4 fo . 5 


N order to find out che ali = theſe _ 
words, we will look into the Context, where 


we ſhall find that St. Pau]! (in the foregoing 


Chapter) had wrote a very affectionate epiſtle 


to "4 Corinthians, wherein he informed them - 
of the many ſufferings he, and his feHow-/a- 


baurers in the Goſpel, underwent for the iruth 


of what they had preached; and having exhorted 


them to ' purity of life, is informed by Titus, 
whom he meets at Macedonia, that it had ſo 
good an effect upon them, as to produce a godly 
Sorrow 1n their Minas, which led * to 


Kepentance. 


Their godly Sorrow. led them to be more 
watchful and circumſpect over their Huesand 


ations ; they examined themſelves, were forry. 


for their evil doings, and their forrow Way 
Godly, which produced a Reformation, 


And this will appear very plain to any one : 
who reads this Epiſtle, from whence my text is. 
taken. At the 11th verſe are theſe wor. 


Epen dbu. 43 


*& Fo or behold, this ; ſelf ame thing > that ye forrowed 
after a godly. fort, what r it wrought in 
you, yea, what clearing oj " yourſelves, yea, what 
indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement 
 defire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! : In 
all things you Babe approyed ee to Be clear 
in this matter. | 
As if he had ſaid, It appears very 2 5 
that your ſorrow was of a godly, fort, becauſe it 
made you more careful of yourſelves, in your 
lives and a#ions. You diveſted yourſelves of 
every evil to which you had been before addic- 
ted; and, with indignation, condemned yourſelves 
for your paſt fo/hes. You dreaded the vengeance 
of God, which you knew you then juſtly 4. 
- ſerved, therefore you earneſtly defired to he 
renewed in Chriſt, and were paſſionately deſirous 
of the Glory of God, and your own welfare. All 
theſe inſtances of a /incere Repentance, make it 
very clear that you are truly ſorry for your Sins. 
No I rejoice, not that you were made ſorry, 
but that ye forrow'd to Repentance. 
HFaving thus open d my text, I proceed now, 
= 20 he 
Firſt. Place, To the the true nature of 
' Repentance. 
\ . Secondly, To remove ſome prevailing mi 5 ö 
tales about it. And 
Laſtly, conclude with ſome proper Inferences. ; 
- Firſt. I am to ſhew you the true nature of 
| Repentane, 
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4 The true Nature of 
From the method I took to explain my text, 


it appears, that true repentance conſiſts in a 
change of the Heart and Mind from an evil di- 
Pofitionm to a good one. A repenting Sinner muſt 
return to God, under a ſtrong conviction of 
Guilt, and the abominable nature of Sin; and 
the ſenſe of his offending againſt an infinitely 
glorions and good Being, whom he is under 
the higheſt obligation to obey, ſhould work ſo 
powerfully upon his Mind, as to make him 
fincerely regret his having done amiſs; and not 
only 85 but it muſt produce a reformation in 
w_ tie and converſation ; or elſe his ſorrow is 
dt godly forrow, but worldly Jorr ans bes 
po, Death. | 
Where there is no weft in life all 
manners, there is no Repentance, becauſe the 
mind is ſtill the fame ; and when the mind 
continues the /ame, it is in a ſtate of 7mpenitentcy, 
which will bring the finner, in the end, W- =} 
everlaſting deſtruction and mifery. | : 
Many of the Fews thought, that they, at | 
out more ado, ſhould be 8 to Heaven and 
Happineſs, becauſe they were the Children of 
Abraham ; and therefore had but a very imper- 
feet notion of Repentance, 'till John the Baptiſt 
ſhewed them their make, and told them 27 
muſt bring forth fruits meet for Repentance, 
and think not to jay within themſelves, they + 6 
Abraham to their Father. Matt. in. 8. 
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It was not enverly their being of the 1 of 
Frye that entitled them to hs bleſſings of 
the promiſed Męſiab; no, but they were com- 
manded to purify their Hearts by true Repent- 


once; ſuch as would evidently appear by the 


good fruits of a virtuous and pious Life, before 


they could expect a ſhare in the Bleſfings which 
Chriſt would beſtow upon his faithful Followers. 


Many imagine that if they do but feel ſome 
remorſe of Conſcience, and have ſome tranſient 


- Paſſions of Grief and Sorrow for their paſt fins, 


that that is Repentance; and never regard 
whether it has any influence upon their future 


Conduct, fo as to work a reformation in their 


Hearts, and cauſe them to practice Religion and 6 


Virtue. 


But in chis they are greatly miſtaken, for we 


_ ſhall find ſcarcely one Sinner Without ſuch a 


Repentance as this; not one, but who is often 


convinced of his evil Courſes, by an accuſing 
Conſcience, which cauſes remorſe and ſorrow, 


through fear of the vengeance of God. 

But what is a Sinner's ſorrow and Years, 1 
they do not produce a reformation in his life? 
they are but fegned, and hypocritical. He is 
perhaps, forry becauſe he cannot enjoy his be- 


loved Sins, with more eaſe and ſatigfaction to 
himſelf, but is determined to go on, and gratify 


his vicious inclinations, though they do now 


and then make him uneaſy. So did Herod, 
"Oh he ſwore to the Daughter of Herodias, 
” oa that 


5 46 The true Nature of L 


that he would give ber whatſoever ſhe would aft. 3 
and upon her demanding the Head of Fobn the 
Baptiſt, it is ſaid, The King was exceeding 
ferry ; yet for his Oaths fake, and for their ſakes 
' which ſat with him, he would not deny ber; and 
immediately ſent an executioner, and commanded 
bis Head to be brought. Mark vi. 25, 26, 27- 
_ Herad's eee was not Repentance z « for 
though he had a ſtrong convickion in his Mind; 
that he was about to commit a very henious Sin, 
yet he per/j/ted, and perpetrated an act of the 
vileſt Cruelty, upon an innocent and juſt Man. 
So if the Sinner is ſorry for his ſins, and yet 
continues in them, he is no more a true Penitent, 
than if he went on in an uninterrupted courſe 
of Wickedneſs. N ay, on the contrary, when | 
he goes on in Sin, in ſpite of the checks of his 
Conſcience, it muſt be an aggravation of his _ 
guilt, and make him ſo much the greater Sinner Ee 
in the fight of God; for as much as he acts in 
direct oppoſition to the cleareſt conviction of his 
Mind. 
A Man may reſolve to leave his Sins, and 
lead a new life, and walk in the Commandments 
of God; and yet this may not be Repentance: 
for meer reſok bing to do a thing is not doing it; 
5 a man's reſolving to Repent is not Repentance. 
He muſt bring his good reſolutions into act, 
or elſe he can have no certain evidence that his 
| Heart is altered; for this may be only a ſudden 
e of his Mind, occaiongs by ſome parti- 
dualer I, 
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eular circumſtance that has awakened him from 
his lethargy, and leaves no laſting :mpreſſor 


behind it; but quickly evaporates, and he 
returns to his old courſes again. e 


A wicked man may, notwithſtanding the 
utmoſt care and foreſight, be brought into ĩimi- 


nent danger of his Life, or be thrown upon a bed 


of fickneſs, which he apprehends to be his laſt3 


then his guilty Conſcience flies in his face, his 
paſt actions are expoſed to view, and he is ter- 


rified with the apprehenſion of his approaching 


hour, and dreads the thought of launching into 


Eternity loaded with guilt. Then it is, that 


the vain*Mortal ſees his Miſery, and is ſtruck 


with the utmoſt Horror at the proſpect of being 
brought to the bar of Heaven to anſwer for his 
actions. But when he is qelivered from this 


danger, he forgets the ſolemn Proteſtations he 


made to God of amendment, and madly returns 


to his former wicked Courſes. Can ſuch.a man 


as this be a Penitent? Can he be ſaid to Re- 
penf? No, it is all worlaly Sorrow, arifing 
more from the apprehenſion of his danger, than 


from a reſolution to act better. The fear of the 


vengeance of God, as the juſt deſert of his Sins, 
makes him bewail his miſcarriages, and promiſe 
a Reformation. But when he is recovered, where 
are his good reſolutions ? Lite a morning 


cloud, and as the early dew they paſs away. 


Such ſorrow as this is not Repentance, and if 
2 Sinner dies under ſuch circumſtances, he 
5 . 
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muft be eternally loſt and * In ſhort, 
true repentance conſiſts in a deep and unfeigned 
ſorrow for our paſt /ins, and an entire change 


Heart, productive of a holy and virtuous lite. 


In order to which, the proud heart muſt be hum- 
bled; every ſecret luſt morti ified; every evil 
thought checked, and every vicious habit rooted 


our, 
We uf dar implore FL and 3 


700 through the 8 of Feſus Chrift, and 


before our Fudge as Sinners that have 
Forfeited our /ives; bewail our miſcarriages, 
promiſe amendment, and intreat God's Grace to 
ai us in our good reſolutions; and then, 


when we bring them into aft, we need not doubt 


but that we have rightly performed the duty of 
repentance. I ſhall now, 


Saecondly, Proceed to remove ſome. prevailing 
miſtakes about this important duty. 


And Firſt. Some imagine their Repentance i is 
not Ancere, unleſs it be accompanied with a 
great many fears, whenever they review their 


paſt actions, or when they are attending the 


public worſhip of God. But we very well 
know, that there are many who cannot ſhed a 


fear, though they are, at the ſame time, ex- 


ceeding /orrowful: and many can ſhed tears, 
who have no ſincere forrow at all. We ſhould 


always make allowances for conſtitutional ſs 


or Melancholy, 
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such as are 95 melancholly cal, whenever K 
a examine their lives, are often overpower'd - 
with grief, (eſpecially when they have been 
guilty of crying fins and this, when the nerves 
are weak, will vent itſelf in a flood of tears. 
But this very ſoon wears off, and 10 far is it from 

leaving any true forrow behind, that it rather 
puffs them up with the conceit of being ready 
converted; by this means, they are drawn off 

their guard, and imagine they have nothing, 
more to do, but weep in this manner. | 

If we meaſure people's r yang by the 
quantity of fears which they ſhed, we ſhall find 
very few men that are penitents. a 

It is not my intention, by any thing 1 have 
now ſaid, to depreciate the value of tears; the 
virtue of which may cure the di/orders of the 
Soul, as the troubled waters of Betheſda did 
thoſe of the Body. But then they are ſilent, not 
noiſj tears; they are ſuch as are ſhed not in the 
Church only, but in the Cloſet alſo. When St, 
Peter wept, he went out to weep. _ 

True repentance is ſeated in the mad re- 
ceſſes of the heart, and is a calm and ſober 
virtue; it does not ſtand in the eye only, ready 
to come forth at every melting expreſſion, which 


works people up into rapturous Heats, and 


extatic Aﬀections. It is not only modeſt and 


 frtent, but fiveet and natural; and we may know 


it, not by this mechanical whining, but by the 
re oma 3 it produces in our veg. | 
H . 


— 
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When people indulge theſe paſſionate. i im- 
pulſes, it throws them into a dejection of. e 


then follows Feste ſcruples, and 


anxieties, which, if not e avoided, MAY 5 


lead to deſbair. 


Again, many think the 2 not rat, Peni- 
fent, unleſs they perform ſome outward acts of 


Penance ; they are perl ade 55 muſt inflict 
upon themſelves ſome beatly puniſhment, 1 in order 
to purify the Soul. This is the doctrine of the 
Church of Rome. Indeed, the Church of Scat 


land and that of England, did formerly run into 


this error. They tend the offenders to ſtand 
upon the fool of Repentance, or in a white ſboet, 
in order to ame them into a better conduc. 


But this, ſo far from having the deſired eHect, 
rather proved the moſt ctiedtua] method of 


driving them into greater enormities ; they had 
ſome Modeſty. and could 4/u/h before they under: 
went that public penance, but afterwards had 
loſt all More %%, and had forgot to bluſþ from 
that Day. And as Modeſty and Shamefacedneſs, 
are the guards that nature has put upon our 
eons; when theſe are gone, we may bid are, ey 
well to Religion and Virtue, | 


God has kindly provided Repentance for our 


comfort and happineſs, therefore he muſt be a 
very weak man, whoever he iS, that will un: 


| ande a voluntary miſery in the very thing from 
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f the Sinner makes a ſincere confeſſion FF his 


| Stir to God, 'and amends his Ife, he will find 


merry ; and if he does not do hat, he need not 
explet the favour of the Almighty by ſtanding 
on * fool of Repentonce, or any thing elfe he 
can 8 i 

Another error, w vith fepecrt to Repentanck ! "IP 


chat ſome people chin it never efeFual, unleſs 


they have 55 abfolution of the Preeft. But this 


is a ac ſo entirely Pop/h, that there is not 


heed of expoling it in a Proteſtant Congregation. 
I ſhall therefore, diſmiſs this particular, by 


_ obſervin 9 7 that God has promiſed forgive 
t 


neſs to the Sinfler upon condition of his Repent- 
hes. If he repents, he need not doubt of for- 
give: fr, becauſe what God hath promiſed he 


Lf urely perform. And if he does not Repent, 


35 Andor of Pope, Biſhop, Prieſt, or any 


one elfe, will arguit him in the fight of God. 


But it may be faid, ablation} is not to be 


given to any, but ſuch only as are truly Penitent. 


alk then, h ow is the Prieſt, or any one, except 
God, to know when a Sinner 1s truly Penitent 2 


Ahe if 1 it is not 1 fn his power to know this, It 18 
not in 3 to abhſolve him. 


The laſt miſtake that I ſhall mention, in the 
bulinefs of Repentance, is that of putting it off 
'till o/d Ay e, or at all events, to the approach of 
Death. his is a very dangerous miſtake, and 
many Nis been bee it by conſidering 


933 cafe of the penitent Thief upon the Cross. 
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= The true Nature of 


They think, that let them have been ever ſo 
wicked, yet when they come to die, if they are 
ſincerely ſorry for their /ins, they may obtain 
mercy, and go to Heaven. They depend wholly 
upon a ſudden converſion, and a ſhort death-bed 


Kepentance; but this is ſurely, the moſt perni- 
cious doctrine that can be thought of, becauſe it 


deſtroys Religion and Virtue, and is a 2 80 de- 
claration that there is no neceſſity for a good 


Tie. For if a man can be ſaved without it, by 


only repenting at the hour of Death, Where is 


| the need of it? 


The penitent T, hief, is the Hiſtory of one > who. 
died as a Malgfactor, and yet went to a ſtate of 


happineſs ; ſo, I doubt not, many more who 


have died as Malgfactors, have gone to a ſtate of 
happineſs, but if they had not repented before 
they came to die, it is much to be queſtioned, 
whether they would not have gone to the place 


appointed for the Damn'd, inſtead of Eons 


into Paradiſe. 
The Scripture does not mention whether the 


penitent Thief was a bad man for the moſt part 
of his Life; nor does it appear, but that he 
 repented long before he was brought to execution. 


And allowing that he did not repent till the 
very lime of his Death; how do we know but it 


may be ſuch an extraordinary favour as will be 


granted to no other Sinner? It therefore, muſt 
be a very groundl:/s thing, to apply he Caſe to a 
Man who has lived a wicked and abandoned 


life, - 
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life, upon the preſumption. of ee. at che 
hour of Death. | 
This Male efaftor, when he was upo on the Craks,: 
diſcovered a very amazing act of 75727 he be- 
lieved Jeſus to be the Son of God, and able to 
ſave him: therefore beg Y him to remember 
him, when he came fg is King dom. His faith. 
was even greater than that of Chriſ's Diſciples, 
for they did not underſtand that his. Kingdom Was 
not of this World, but all forſook bim and fel. 
In ſhort, we may look upon this Man's con- 
verſion as e. as that of Sr. Paul's. Saint 
Paul preached Chriſt after his converſion; ſo did 
this  ditinguiſhed Sufferer, and ſealed a noble ; 
confe ion with his /aft breath. | 7 
And can a wicked and careleſs Sinner, : 
has denied Chriſt all his life time, expect ſuch a 
miraculous Converfion as this Man's? No, he 
has no reaſon to expect it, but rather muſt dread 
the vengeance of God for abuſing his kind offers 
of Mercy, and neglecting the yo of Grace. 
I ſhall now, laſtly, conclude with ſome R 
Inferences. And | 
Firſt, Let us not deceive ourſelves, and think, . 
that after we have ſpent our youth in the ſervice 
of the Devil, God will be content with the Ife 
leſs ſervice = our old age; for this is to ſuppoſe 
he will accept of a mere form of repentance, 
inſtead of real Reformation. 
The Goſpel indeed, promiſes remiſſion of Sins 
upon umitzon of Repentance. But would it 
| not 
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ze true Natur , 


not be adn} in any one, , t6 preſume felt 
hence, to live in an ingen and abandoned 


_ Life; ant repent j faſt whett he thinks fit? For 


how does he KO but ehen this night, G 
may fay to hint ds he faid to the rich nun in the 
Oolpel, © F Bow foul, this tight foal thy foul be 
required of tber. Gan any man be affured this 
ſhalf not be % Caſe ? And if it hou'd what 
wilt become of bis diftarit proſpect of Reperitance? | 
How can he avid being bon to the exquiſite 


 rofthtes of thE'Damied ; fitice Chrift has told us, 


that except te repent, we (ball all likewiſe Perifh ? 
But fuppoſing that ons thowd' give us both 


t and 2 5 to + 80 by afflicting us with 
e 


a hngering * b, Siek 5; we will fin 
enonglr to do to poſſeſs. © ut Sbuls f in a decent 


Patience, without freeing. murmuring, 


charging God foolifflly. Therefore, 55 2d 
his Confcience may ſting the Sinner with re- 


more, yet he will have no tithe to reform his 10 


conduci and put his good refolntions into practice: 
Without which, there can be no ſure evidence 


that his repentance is fincere ; and it is fincerity 


only that can make it 1 —. The Avine 


mercy, to be ſure, is inexhdu/tib/e ; and there is 


no knowing how available 2 Zenth-bed repentance 
may be, as it is the /z/? ſhift of a poor unthinking 
Mortal; but Zh we know, that ſuch a fate i is 
extreamly dangerous and uncertain. | 

Let us all then, my Brethren, look about us 


in ine, and * for this TOY of Calamity; as 
yell. 


WWW 


Aae confidered. 5 * 


well knowing, that there is 10 work, no device, 
no repentance in the Grave, whither we are all 


| haſtening. And let not the men of Spirit and 


Mettle laugh at, and deſpiſe ſuch a warning as 


this ; for however, wanton and negligent, how- 


ever bold and intrepid they may be, now in 
their day of health and proſperity ; yet the time _- 


will come when the /cene muſt alter, and the 


curtain of Death will be ready to fall; at which 


time, (in ſpite of their teeth) they will be 


| obliged to think more /eriouſly ; bus. with too 
much reaſon perhaps, cry out, ( in the language 


of Job) “Oh that we were as in the Months haſt, * 


as doe were in the days of our youth ! 


But God grant that we may all be perſuaded | 


to a ſpeedy Repentance, and by that means, pre- 
vent ſuch an unavailing With ! thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, to whom &c, Amen. 
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58 The young Man's Qyeſtion 


Matthew xix. I 6. 


And beheld, ane came and ſaid unte him, goo 
| Mater, 20 H good thing * J do, that I 


may have eternal 25 8 


E . PF | } 4 
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T is a fign of a wiſe and underſtanding 
Heart, and di lays a very hopeful diſpoſi- 
non, in one that aiks a diſcreet and pertinent 
Queſtion; eſpecially if he makes choice of a 
perſon that is likely to anſwer it with Truth 


and Propriety. Theſe qualifications we find | 
are centered in the man in my text. He does 


not come with a deſign of ſhewing his learning 
and abilities, and to catch our Saviour in his 
words, as the Phariſees and Herodians did, but 
with a fincere defire of being inſtructed in the 


1510! of Gad, as being ſenſible that was the only 


way to guide bim to Life and Immortality. 


And for the accompliſhment of this great end, he 
applies to the Sz of God, who he knew came 
into the World to give men a more amiable Idea 
of Religion and Virtue. 

In the context, are ſeveral very remarkable 


things, which conſtitute the Character of the 
perſon who made this enquiry ; and do there- 


-——_—_ 


. 


occafion to conſider 


cane weg Eternal L ie; To 59 


fore, render the Queſtion propoinded b I Nan 


the more intereſting. As iſt, in the 2 verſe, 
he is ſaid to be a young Man; and yet the 


warmth and vigour of Youth, together with the 


common preſumption of having a long time to 


live in this World, did not Hinder him craps | 


thinking of the World to come. Secondly, 
the 22d verſe, he is repreſented as a rich Io - 
« for he had great polſiſſions, yet the Riches, nor 
the Cores, 0 Pleaſures of Life, did not make 
him forget the one thing needful. Thirdly, in 
the 18t Chapter of St. Luke and i8th verſe, 


we find this perſon is called a ruler, by which 


we underſtand a man of Rank and Figure; yet 
notwithſtanding this he ſought the Kingdom of 


God. Laſtly, i in the 21ſt verſe he is defcribed 


to be a Virtuous and Moral Man; for he had 
kept the Commandmeits ſrom his youth up, never- 


| theleſs, he deſired to be further inſtructed in his 


Duty, that he might make /ure of eternal Life. 
Now, fince the Queſtion was a ors 
by one of fo eminent a Character, I fhall take 


i 


Fir/t, The importance of the Queſtion, which | 


is indeed, very great; and ſuch as every confi- 
derate Man muſt have his mind fixed on. 


Secondly, That being once ſatisfied, that there 


| is ſuch a ſtate as a Life hereafter, he muft be 
diveſted of his Reqſon, who does not e 


deſire to Stain it. And 
Thirdly, Whoever deſires to poſſe 5 that bi 


ful Stats, moſt. do ſome good for it, 


Fg g  Firf 


% The young Man's Quit 


Firſt then, I am to conſider, the importance 
of the Queſtion, Good maſter, what good thing 
ſhall I do, that I may have eternal Life. 

This . Queſtion is of that importance, that 

every ſerious Chriſtian muſt know that he is 
greatly intereſted in it; for it is certain that 
none of us can flatter ourſelves of living always 
in this World. We are convinced of our 
Mortality by obſerving, our Neighbours, both 
young and o/d, going daily to the Grave; and 
this ſhou'd lead us to look forward to futurity, 
and reflect within ourſelves, what ſhall become 
of us hereafter. 

So werghty a conſideration as that of our 
eternal preſervation and welfare, demands our 
utmoſt prudence and caution, and ſhould fink 
home to our Conſciences. 

The Queſtion is, whether we ſhall, after death, 

Wo live for ever in another ſtate, or be for ever 
buried in iin? Whether we ſhall be, as if 
A we had never ex! ited, and our thoughts per;/b 
like the Beaſts of the Field, or whether we ſhall 
ſurvive our ours, and exiſt in the boundleſs 
ages of Eternity? Or, above every other con- 
ſideration, whether we ſhall, for our good Actions, 
be everlaſtingly rewarded with the moſt incon- 
ceivable /elicity,, or, for our bad Actions, be eter- 
nally doomed to ſuch horrible and tremendous 
Puniſhments, that never entered into the heart of 
Man to conceive? Theſe conſiderations cons 
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wiki himſelf from ſeriouſly Meditating 


upon them, muſt do a prodigious Violence to his 
Nature, have entirely loſt all the principles of 


his Reaſon, and efaced every. ſentiment of Hu- 


e 
This Queſtion is not only of che Ry" 


| Moment, with reſpect to a Life after this, but it 
is alſo of great influence. upon our conduct 
vhilſt we live here on Earth.” For, if we can 


perſuade ourſelves, that there is a ſupreme A. 


mighty Being, and that our Souls are immortal, 


and that we ſhall be rewarded or puniſhed ac- 
cording to our actions; we cannot, without the 


greateſt maaneſs and ſtupidily, venture the rage 


and vengeance of that Gad, who we muſt be 
ſenſible, knows the moſt ſecret intentions of our 
Hearts; and is acquainted with all our ways. 


And as our Life is fo uncertain, and we know 


not how ſoon we ſhall be called to this place of 
eternity, how vain mult it-be to et our n affections 


upon things in the Harth? 


The rich Man in the Goſpel, never thought 


of a future ſtate ; he filled his Barns with pro- 


vifon for many years; hugged himſelf with the 


thoughts of taking his fill of voluptuous Plea- 
fares, and ſet his 7 


cart upon his beloved pelf. 
But when he was ſurprized with the arreſt of 
Death, what became of all his fine ſchemes 2 


_ His hopes of pleaſure, and all his tregſures that 
be had Hoanded up? How mult the 1 
775 $a have a his fatal * ae: = 
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fad unto him, . Thou fool, this night ſpall thy 

Soul be required of thee! But when his poor 

Soul was beſet with Devils and the Ghofts of the 
Damm d, it was too late to bewwail his Folly and 
Madneſs. 

This is the caſe of every worldly minded Man; 3 
he imagines himſelf the only w/e and notable 
perſon : prides himſelf in the conceit of his own 
cunning and ſagacity, and looks upon others as 
weak people, milled by the cheats and impoſtures 
of Prieſts. But what is the reaſon of this? It 
is becauſe he never examined into the merits of 
Chriftianity; but brought ſtron ng Prejudices 
againſt it, imbibed by Ss of bad Company, 
and bad Books; or elſe condemn'd it at's he 
found it inconſiſtent with the indulgence of ſome 
favourite Vice, which he was determin'd not to 
part with. But if he ated rationally, he would 
attend to the Evidence, and not have ſuffered 

himſelf to be biaſed to Infidelity by his carnal «+ 
Inuclinationc. If he withes Chriftianity may be 
an 1mpo/ition, ſuch a with, like the FJaundicè that 
gives a falſe Colour to every Olfect, will cer- 
tainly hinder him from ſecing any * in 
its favour, in a proper Light. 
But Religion will not be the 1% true, for his 
1/hing it were not ſo. And it will be but a pogr = 
Comfort to a wicked Man, to find his M. ſtake i in 
a ſtate of Miſery. 
The moſt ſhrewd Man, with all Ea boaſted 
EG, can never diſprove that there is a ſtats. 


eee 
r n * 1 
4 * | by " * 2 


BE NG SHR, e ee 
r PITS AE Faber + ing a KT, ab gant i oe x dans 


3 
2 * 3 


Ar. 
" - + * 
2 E YO SOIC IT? 


- #1 $0 


8 
8 
"1 


ES oe 
8 7 AF ws 3 


"I r 1 
6 1 r 
3 by A "FW we o N 


r 
N K Pry 


to believe, or diſelieve this great Truth? Surely 


Concerning Eternal 1 | 63 


of Happineſs or M:/ery hereafter, He can never 


make it appear, that he ſhall not be for ever 


Happy. or for ever Miſerable, in another ow 


according as he demeans himſelf in this. 

in a matter of ſuch infinite moment as bes of 
Eternity, he ſhou'd act upon the fure/t fide, 
where he ventures legt if he ſhou'd happen to 
be miſtaken. And which is the ſureſt fide? 


to leliove it, and to regulate his Condutt accord= 


ingly. 
17 he is one viho never FOE Fa himſelf 10 


look into theſe points, nor thinks them worth his 


Conſideration, but lives an extempore Life, and 
follows the impulſe of every Paſſion that happens 
to 2092 him, in this caſe he acts below the con- 
guet of the Brute Creation. The Beafts of the 


| Field, as far as inſtinci teaches them, are ever 


ſtudious of their own Preſervation ; for when 
they are alarmed of any danger they carefully 
avoid it. But ſuch a Man as #475 acts without 
any regard to his o ſafety, and as if he had . | 


Principle of Rationality in him. 


But how. me/anchelly mult it be, 3 behold the 
numbers of People who profeſs their belief of this 


religious Truth, and yet daily, hourly, and deli- 


berately, contradict their Faith by their Practice! 
To what an amazing degeneracy and Corruption 


do men run, who will think of any 1 rather 


Map eternal Life ! 3 
But 
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But a Man that has ſome expectations 19 80 . 
the Grave, who is ſatisfied that there zs a ſtate 
of everlaſting Happineſs and Miſery, muſt be 
guilty of the greateſt act of Folly, if he will 


forego the hopes of eternal Li fe, for the fake of 


any Vice whatever. 


What! Tho' Virtue ſhou'd be attended with 
hardſhips and difficulties, a conſtant War with 


the World, the Fleſb, and the Devil; yet when 


he thinks of an endleſs reward, he will go on 


with Patience and Courage: Or elſe, he muſt 


have a very mean opinion of Heaven and Happi- 
neſs, if he thinks them not worth the obedience ; 
of a feww Years, tho' ever ſo difficult. 
The hopes and expectation of future rewards . 
will always be matter of Confidence and Cou- 
rage to à good and virtuous Man; and will 


ſupport him under every Migfortune and Suffer- 


ing in this Life, for that which Chrift has pro- 
miſed to his faithful Followers, in the World to 


come. This the diſcreet Perſon in my Text, 


ſeemed to be very ſenſible of; therefore, in the * 


ime of his Youth, in the flower of his Age, 


and in the higher tide of Praſberity, he conſidered 


of it. It was not a Heg-hed Meditation, for he 


was in Health, Not a melancholly qualm of: - 
old Age; for he was 7 vung: Nor the effects v6 - 
being diſcontented and out of humour with the 
World; for he was Rich and Profperous : But 
it was the effect of manly Senfe and Wiſdom ; it 
Was the eager defire of enger that Happineſs, 
and 


/ ²˙———Ü 2. ˙ S ˙ w ß 


W 0 88 


888 


Concerning Eternal Life. E 65 


and evoaling that Miſery, which are to be the 
rewards of virtuous or bad Actions. Which 
leads me, 

Secondly, To ater; that W once * 
fied, that there ic ſuch a ſtate as a Liſe hereafter, 
he maſt be diveſted of his Reaſon, who * 
not earneſtly deſire to obtain it. 

This is ſo clear to every intelligent Perla, 5 


that I need ſay but very little about it; becauſe 


a Man muſt be ſuppoſed to Hate himſelf to the 
utmoſt degree, who can do o:herw/e than deſire 
it. For can any one wiſh to be eternally ex- 


tint, or at leaſt, to be everlaſtingly Wretched _ on, 
and Miſerabls? No Man can think of either of 


them without Horror; nor conſequently, of 
eternal Life without a kind of extacy and dre. 


When the multitude, (which follow'd-our. 5 


Saviour only for the Loaves} began to forſake 
him, he turns to his Diſciples, and ſaith” to 
them, Will ye alſo go away? Lord, ſaith: St: 
Peter, whither ſhall we go? Toi haſt the words 
eternal Life. As if he had ſaid, If it were 
poſſible to be ſo deſtitute of Grace and Grati- 
| Fude, as not to adhere to thee for thine own 

Goodneſs and Excellency ; yet can we be ſo void 
of all Senſe and Self-Love, as to forſake thee 
and eternal Life together? 

The Patriarchs of Old, the Apoſtles and 
Evangelifts, and many others of the Primitive 
_ Chriftians, underwent the greateſt Dangers and + 

Di uke. for that recompence of Reward, "Gol 5 
i K 5 
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| God has promiſed to ſuch as are faithful unte 


the end. And what is that recompence of Re- 


award? ls it not the bleſſings of Heaven, in an 
eternal future State? Abraham looked for a 


City which hath foundations, whoſe Builder ts 
God. Heb. xi. 10. David was perſuaded that 
God would ſhew him the path of Life, and bring 


Him to a place where there is fullneſs of Joy, and 


pleaſures for evermore. Pal. xvi. 11. 

many root joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, 
knowing that they had in Heaven a better, and 
enduring Subſtance. Heb. x. 34. By all which 
it appears, that eternal Life is fo infinitely de- 


firable, that, as I faid before, there needs but 
little to be ſaid to prove it; and therefore, upon 


ſuppoſition of the belef of it, the only thing in 


Queſtion is, what we mult do for the attainment 
of it ? | 


> 


The anſiber to this Queſtion was the third 
thing propoſed, which is, that whoever deſires 
to poſſeſs that bliſsful ſtate, muſt do ſome Good 


for it. 


And this is implied in the Text. Good 
Maſter, wwhat good thing fhall I do, that I may 
Baue eternal Life? And not only in the Text, 
but in numberleſs other Paſſages of Scripture ; 
which are ſo much at hand to every one that it 
is 7eedleſs for me to mention them. I ſhall 
therefore 9b/erve to you, that there needs no 
Scripture in the cafe, for as much as it is the natu- 
ral Senſe of every Man's ind, a principle in our 

1 — | Con- 
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Conſciences en graven by the very hand of God; „ 
ſo that no art or endeavours can ęfßface it. For 


85 what elſe is the reaſon that Men are grave and 


comfortable in their Spirits, when they have 


| behaved themſelves well and virtuouſiy? Thar 


they are then erected with Hope, and kindly 
warmed in their 4reaffs with Peace and Toy ? 
That they can look up towards God with delight, 
and towards Death without  Confternation ? 
And, on the contrary, what is the cauſe, that 
when Men are Conſcious to themſelves, to have 
lived wickedly, and done baſe and unworthy 
Actions, that their Spirits are down, their very 
Countenance falls, and all things look 4lack and 
melancholly about them? What, I ſay, can be 
the ground of this remarkable diverſity in men's 
ſecret . but the force and efficacy of that 
eternal Truth which God pronounced to Cain, 


and hath written upon every Man's Heart : JF 


thou doft well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? but if 
thou doft not well, fin lieth at the Noor. Gen. iv. 7. 
So that there can be no doubt of the prepoſition 


in general, that he that will hope to live for 


ever, and be Happy in another Life, muſt do 


good i in his, which will tend to make us Happy 


and free us from Miſery; for Virtue will bring 
ſome benefit to us, whilſt Vice will croud us 


with all Drconventencies, 


If we hope to be happy, we e muſt be devout 


in our addreſſes towards God; for nothing is 
ore reaſonable, than to make Fin our Friend. 
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who is able to make us Happy or Miſerable; 
and the way to make him our Friend, is to ob- 
ſerve all the virtues of a good Life. On the 
contrary, Impiety or a neglect of Virtue, is 
plainly againſt our interęſt; for this is to diſ- 
oblige him, who is more able to make us Mi- 
ſerable than all the world beſides, and without 
whoſe favour, nothing can make us Happy. - 
Our bleſſed Lord informs the young Man in 
my Text, that if he would enter into Life, he 
ſhould keep the Commandments. As if he had 
ſaid, It is not enough that you obſerve any 
one Precept, but you muſt make Conſcience of 
them all; you muſt not reſt yourſelf ſatisfied 
with having done any one or more /ngle acts of 
Virtue; that will not % to qualify you for 
eternal Life: It is an uniform Goodneſs, a divine 
Temper, and an heavenly Converſation, that muſt 
procure you that Happineſs. This anſwer of 
our Lord's, overturns a corrupt Opinion which 
the Jews had amongſt them. They thought 
that God ſet a greater va/ze upon ſome of his . 
Laws, than he did upon others ; and that if any 
Man would come up to them, he might eafily | 
be diſpenſed with in neglect of the reſt. But 
this the young Man ſeems to be aware of, and 
to have eſcaped this common error: For he 
replies, All theſe have I tept from my Youth up, 
IV hat lack 11 ? As if he had Ri, Lam 
« very ſenſible that without πͥerſul obedience 
*« to the Laws Y Toa, I cannot approye myſelf 
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to his divine Majeſty ; and therefore, I have 
s endeavoured through the whole courſe of my 
Life, conſcientiouſly to «diſcharge my whole 
duty ſo far as J underſtood it; but becauſe I 


«. wou'd not fail of that great Good which you 


© have publiſhed to the World, therefore my 


further inquiry is, if there be not ſomething 
that may be done more ęfectualiy, to ſecure 
<< me of my deſires.” To this our Saviour 


replies, Why then, if thou wilt be perfect, ſell all 
that thou haſt and give to the Poor, and thou ſhalt 


have treaſure in Heaven. Not that our Lord 
intended this for a ſtanding rule, or a neceſſary 
condition of eternal Life: For we do not find 
that any where threugh the whole Goſpel he 
hath ſo univerſally and indiſpenſibly 1 und- 
ed it. But his meaning is, that thoſe who will 


be Chriſtians, muſt maintain a readineſs and 


diſpoſition to relieve the d;freſſes of their fellow 
Creatures, in oppoſition to Coveteouſneſs, or an 
anxious thirſt after the riches of this World. 


However, this ſeemed an Hard Condition to the 
young Man, who we are told was Rich; there- 


fore he went away ſorrowful ; which plainly. 
ſhews that unregenerate and carnal Men, are 


fadly concerned where they cannot have Heaven 


upon their own, or very eaſy Terms. 0 

There is ſcarce any one duty, but what a Man 
wou' d undertake for once, if, without more ado, 
he might be /aved by it. But it is not one ge- 
nerous and good Action that will pleaſe God, 
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but a - conſtant courſe of Obedience to him, he | 


having himſelf told us, that to obey is better 
than ſacrifice. 803575 
The reſult then, of all ; is chis; ; the plain and 


: beaten way to Heaven, is to be habitually good 


and holy ; and to make conſcience all along of 


every Commandment of ( God; and this will not 


fail to bring us to our deſired Journeys end: 
Therefore | wy wiſeſt way to ſecure. ſo great a 


Good, is generouſly to reſolve to do all the great 


s.we can, thereby to demonſtrate both the 


greatneſs of our Minds, and the great value and 


DJenſe we have of ſo ineftimable an Happineſs... 


What remains then, but that in conſideration 
of what has been ſaid, we reflect upon our- 
ſelves, and examine what Goad we have already - - 


done, and what lies in our power to do, that fo 
we may enter into Life ? 
We cannot but be ſenſible, that our preſent 


1 Life wears away apace; Death is making daily 
approaches towards us, and the great concerns 


of Eternity draws on: Therefore, as the wiſe 
Man adviſes, whatſoever good thing our hand 


finds to do, let us do it with all our Might. 


This is the time of Probation for „ 
now we ſtand Candidates for Heaven; and now, 


or never, we muſt ſecure ourſelves of eternal : 


Life 


Life is infinitely defirable, WY perſuaded 
that every one hopes for it. But does a Sinner, 


like 


I have dy Send to you, that eternal. 


Ao ds GS ac 


Marion Rund r on. - 


< nate 


like Naamas the Ahr lan, expect 


fare? To be faved rafily and cheap?: Poibs 
broug ht to Hauben whether he will of 860 


Doss he underſtand what eternal! Liſe is? And 


can any thing be 100 great for the ut tunment of 


it? What wou'd not moſt Men for 3 
continuance of this preſnt Life, Which is little 
elſe bat Care and Fear, Folly” and Jealouly, 


Pain and Sickneſs, and at aft, ends in Death? | 


But to live for ever! this is 4 pearl of ſuch u 
Price, that a wiſe Merchant would Se «a rat 
be hath to buy it. 
Shall a little Eaſe, a hetle Pleaſure, 4 urge 
Money, make us be content to be etern 
Damned? Shall Heaven und everlaſting 
ſedneſs ſeem Dear to us at the price of Za 
1s it not better to deny ourſelves a little Eaſe 
here, that we may reſt for ever with Abraham 


and the Patriarchs in the Kingdom of God? 


Is it not better to forego a little mome 
Pleaſure at preſent, than to be eternally tor- 
mented hereafter * Were it not a wiſer bar- 
gain to be ſomewhat Faun In this World, fo 
we may inherit a in tire World to 
come? Eternity i is not far off; there is but the 
leaſe of one ſhort Life between us and Heaven. 


Let us then, as wiſe Men, look before us, 


and not be taken up with the ſenſible Objects 


of a vain World. Let us not think that a few 


cheap Prayers,2or ſome flight Alms, or a format 


Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, will FN us 
Fap- 


4 
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Happineſs hereafter. Let us, as Chriftians, 
imitate our Maſter in doing good Actions, great 
as our Capacities, and great as our Hopes. And 
as we hope our Souls will ſurvive theſe mortal 

Bodies, let us not fail to do all the great and. 
| good things we can. 

Loet us hay up in ſtore @ good 3 of 
good Works againſt the time to come, that ſo we 
may lay hold on eternal Life ; and inherit thoſe 
manſions of Bliſs, which Chri t has gone before 

to prepare for his faithful Servants. _ 

Now to him that is able to keep you from 3 
and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of 
his Glory with exceeding ey; to the only wiſe 
Goal our Saviour, be Glory and Majeſty, Dominion 

and Power, both now and ever. Amen. : 
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Pſalm Ixxxi. 12. 
So gave them up unto their own hearts Luſts, 


and they walked in their own Counſels. 


4 * 


— 


HE great God is introduced in this 


Pſalm recounting to the Children of 


Iſrael, the many ſignal inſtances of favour and 
mErcy, which he had vouchſafed them in the 
times of their Calamity and Di ftreſs. A copious 


Subject; fit for an infinitely gracious God to 


enter upon ; which can be exhauſted by infinity 
alone. 


Thou calledſt upon me, ſays he, in trouble, and 
I delivered thee in all thy neceſſities, and anſwered 


every Complaint. When you groaned under 
the cruel Oppreſſion of the Egyptian Toſe- 

Maſters, I eaſed your Shoulders from making the 
Pots. I went through the Land of Egypt, and 


deſtroying all their jr/* Born, brought you forth 


with a mighty hand, and a ſtretched out arm. 


Again, when you cried unto me in a new 
diſtreſs; when Pharaoh, with his Charicts and 


Horſemen, purſued and overtook you encamped- 


at the red Sea: The Egyptians whom you faw 


that day with hre amazement and fear, ye ſow 
them 


Mp: RO: hy ß am me. 1a 
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Sea. 
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them again no more for ever; but, in raptures 5 
of Joy ſung: The Lord hath eriumphed gloriouſly, 


the Horſe and his ider hath be thrown mto the 


Once more, ks aac ibis danger, and 
got into a barren and dry W uderneſs, where 


Famine and Dearth ſeemed to reign'; then I 


ſent Manna from Heaven and fed you in 


abundance with the food of Ange/s. I alſo 


ſmote the fony Rock and the waters guſhed _ 
and the ffreams flow'd withal ; feeding and 
ſuſtaining you at the expence of a daily Mira 


cle. Thus I plead my title to your Obedience. 


Wherefore, hear O my People, and I will teftify 


unto thee O Ijrael, if 2252 wilt bearken unto me; 


there ſhall be no ſtrange God in thee; I am the. 


| Lord thy God which brought thee out of the Land 


of Egypt, open thy mouth wide and I will fill it. 
Enlarge thy deres, and I will fatisfy the utmoſt. - 


meaſure of them. 


Cou'd it be imagined that theſe People could 
ſo ſoon forget this God who had done ſo great 


Things for them, and loved them almoſt to a 
| degree of fondneſs? And yet, amazing to think 


2 * : = 


ont! we find him entering a heavy Complam? 


againſt them in the following words. But my 
People wou'd not hear my voice, Iſrael won d 
none of me ; they turned afide quickly out of the 
way which I commanded them; they mage them 
a molten Calf, and worſhipped it, and ſacraficed 


1 e and ſaid theſe be rb Gods O Ifrael 


„ which 
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2which 3 thee up out of the Land of Egypr, 


So being daily proyoked and worn out by their 


Ohinacy and Ingratitude, I gave them up unto 
their own hearts Lufts, and they walked. it | 
their own Counſels. 

| Behold the juſt and extreme ems: of 
God upon incorrigible Sinners, when he has 
tried all the methods of Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
Correction and Love, but in vain. Ju is it 


therefore, with God to leave 2596 to Hemſelves, 


rho have fo ungratefully for/aken him; and 
dreadful is the Condition of thoſe who are / 
given up to their own Hearts Luſts, and fu offered 
fo walk in their own Counſels. 

I ſhall endeavour to engage your attention, 
whillt I purſue. this ſubje& in the following 
Manner. 

Firſt, I ſhall lay before you the neceſſity of 
God s 2/fing Grace, in order to Man's Obedience. 
Secondly, That nevertheleſs this Grace 1s not 
a Ways The 7% 

Thirdly, The Fuſtice & God i in withdrawing 
the Nlighted offers of it. 

» Fourthly, The wretched Condition of thoſe 
from whom it i withdrawn, 

And then I ſhall conclude with a ; hort ap- 

fication, 

I am in the fi 75 place then, to lay before you 
che neoeſſity of God's af ing Sacre in order 10 1 
"Nav. 8 Obedience. 
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All Men i in all a have been ſenſible of * 


| 88 proneneſs of human Nature to Evil; and 


the renowned PhiJoſophers.of the Heathen Weld 
who ſtudied nature much, and underſtood it 
well, were at a /of5 for the reaſon of that wrong 
bias in Mankind; and cou'd not trace out the 
pernicious Principle, upon which to charge ſuch 


a univerſal Depravity: Yet too well they 
knew, that ſo it was in Fact. Accordingly, 
we hear them loudly and paſſionately lament- 


ing the fatal untractableneſs of the Soul to 


Virtue; the hanging of her Wings, and the 
drocping of her nobleſt Faculties. 


We'have many inſtances of the greateſt Men 


failing, even in thoſe Virtues, in the exerciſe of 


which they were remarkably diſtinguiſhed. 
Look into the Book of Life: There you will 


meet with Abraham's diſtruſt in God; the pee- 


viſh Anger of Moſes ; the impatience of Job; 


and to give you the moſt pregnant uncontro- . 


lable example of this fad truth, the ſtout and 


reſolved Sz. Peter ſunk into a Coward, and 
denied his Maſter. Who cou'd have enter- 


tained more elevated Thoughts of his own 
Strength, and after all more ſpamęf uliy betray'd | 


his own Weakneſs. If Adam, whom we are 
told, God made upright, and created him after 
his own Image, was no ſooner left into the hands 

ot his own Counſel, but fell from his original 
 Reghteouſneſs; it can be no reflection to affirm, | 
5 ar Naa. now Impotent and Corrupt, | is inca- 


pable 
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ible of directing his own Way For, O Lord 
! What is Man deſtitute of thy Aﬀiſtance ? 
The load of natural Corruption lies heavy upon 
him and preſſes him down. With Peter he 
ns to in, and muſt inevitably Periſb with- 
out thy favourable Interpoſition. In his 0 
eſtate, under the greateſt order and regularity of 
his Faculties, he muſt take up that complaint of 
St. Paule, and ſay, 1 ſee a Law in my Members 
warring againſt the Law of my Mind, and Bring- 
ing me into Captivity to the Law of Sin. $0 that 
to be left to our own Strength to perform an 
acceptable Obedience, i is, in effect, the ſame as 
to be left under an utter inpalſibility Of per- 
forming it : But, our Sufficiency'rs of God: TO 
him we owe the firſt difpoition and tendency 
towards Good; not only the execution of the 
| bend,” but the preparation of the Heart is from 
the Lord. He ſtretches himſelf over our dead 
Souls, as the Prophet upon the Hidew's Son, to 
recover Spiritual Warmth and Life in them. 
He gives birth to every good Thought; encou- 
rages that Thought into Act, and rewards that 
Ae with Complacency. 
Ccaſe then, ye Advocates for Nature, to deck 
and adorn her with the ſpoils of Grace. 5 
How theſe ſecret aſſitances are convey'd to us, 
and the manner of their operation, we cannot 
perfectly comprehend. Neither can we ex- 
plain how:the dew of Heaven impregnates the 
| Earth and makes it F ruitful. But as the roo. _ 


2 


of rain come down from 3 in their Soafori 


to water the furrows of the Eartb, and cauſe 


the little Vallies thereof to Laugh and Sing, ſo 
may the dew of God's heavenly Bleſſing de- 


ſcend upon ws; may it ſoften. our Hearts, and 


 prepare* them for growth and improvement 
under its gracious. Influences; and may our 


Obedience and Thankfulneſs return up thither, 
as the ſmell of a Field which the Lord bath bleſſed. 


Indeed, the Communicatien of God's Spirit 
with the . Man of the Heart, is, in the 


ordinary methods of its acfing, ſo gentle and 


imperceptible, that what is tranſacted there 
might ſeem to be the ſole reſult of our Reafon 
and petter Choice; did not Expertence . as well 


as s Scripture abundantly teſtify, Zhat i in 1 | 
„ in our Fleſh dwelleth no good thing: So that 


we are obliged in Reaſon = ubice, to write 
upon every good Action which we perform, that 


Confeſſion of Sf. Paul : Net I, but tb Grace * | 


| Gold that is in me. 
But however weak and use we may 


prove in the Fight between the Fleſb and the 


Spirit; yet we may be ſtrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his Might, who: ſpoiled Principali- 


ties and Powers, and made a be of them openly ; by 


leading them as ſo many pinion'd . 
after the Chariot of his Croſs. 0 
But if the ſupernatural Aſß ancts of Gods 


+ Grace are fo neceſſary to Man's Obedience, and 


: Withal ſo e in their ata: it may 
gn + be 


In order to Man's Obedience. 79 


—— ERORRRRRSs 
n r 
"SE * 


hs 
.- +3; 
Er 
be” * 7h b 
2 


80 The Neceſſity of Divine Grate 


be aſked, How comes it to paſs that they are 


8 

not always Fectual? The anſier to this t 
Queſtion was the ſecond thin g propoſed. - 
That all things are alike to an Omnipotent 1 
. and that the Spirit of God can work ſo Pp 
forceably, as to make all Oppgſition fall before 0 
it, muſt be granted. But we have no reaſon to 1 
infer from thence, that this Almighty Being n 
acts to the utmoſt e and extent of his = 
| Power. 18 
He was vlevec once to Create Man at full 1 
Stature; is there any reaſon that he ſhould 0 
always do ſo? He converted Sf. Paul in a ; 
moſt miraculous manner; has any Man a right * 
to hope for the like Favour? Frequent inſtances F 
of ſuch overpowering Grace we muſt not expect $1 
to meet with. Becauſe, to invert the zature of 72 

- things, to break through the fundamental Laws . 
of the Creation; tho' it may ſerve to demon- th 

| ſtrate the Power of the Almighty, yet, with ID 
' reverence be it ſpoken, it does not equally ol 
commend his Wiſdom. But, manifold as the | 
Works of God are, in Wiſdom hath he made | G 
them all. G 
And ſince it was agreeable to Kis 2 ” 
that Man thou'd be furniſhed with a Prineipte |} # 
to diſcern between Good and Evil, and a liberty 7 * 
of acting in purſuance of that Principle, unleſs _ 2 
God ſhou'd alter our Nature; pluck out 4 
eſentials of a Man, and make him another Ai 


| Creature ; ; he cannot deal with us otherwiſe | ; 


2 order to Mar' s Obedience. $7 g 


% 


: thain as voluntary. Agents, | in a manner ſuitable 


to our Faculties; by Perſuaſion, not Conſtraint; 


by exercgſing our Powers, not over-ruling them; 
in ſuch a way and by ſuch methods as may in- 
prove human N ature, not ſuperſede and deftroy: 
it. Therefore, tho the Grace of God be mighty ; 
it is not violent to Compel 3. tho' frong, it is 


not Irre/itable:: It demands a ready entertain- 
ment, and when we perform our part, the end 
is anſwered, For, as Mary was the Mother of 


Cbriſt, ſo the Chriſtian Soul muſt be the Parent ,, 2e q 4 
of its divine Productions +. - ug fotn o po 


Whereas, if a Man will obſtinately hold out 
againſt the means of Grace ; abuſe — ref. the 


H oly Spirit, and refuſe to. be overcome, thoſe. 
gracious Aſſiſtances, may, in the event, prove 


ineſfectual; not becauſe Grace was wanting to 
vs, but becauſe we were wanting to Grace As 


the Sun in its meridian brightneſs, cannot 


make a Man /ee, if he will ſhut his Eyes and 


obikinatoly wink hard againſt it. I now proceed 
Thirdly, To lay before you the Juſtice of 
God in withdrawing the c Offers of his 8 
Grace. | 
Simon, Simon, ( Faith our bleſſed Lord ) Be- > 
hold Satan hath defired to have thee, but I have 
prayed for thee that thy Faith fail not. The. 
Devil is not more vigilant to work our deflruc= 8 
tion, than the Spirit of God is to defeat his 
Attempts. But when Men are obſtjnately- 


ee to the Enemy. and betray the ſuccours 
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of Grace; when neither the Judgments of God 
can learn them Righteouſneſs, nor his Goodneſs 
lead them to ext Then the contro- 
verſy i is decided, 1 is it with God to give 
them up as unwo of his future Car. 
The doctrine of God s conſigning Men over 
to a Reprobate Mind, in purſuance of an abſolute 
irreſpetive decree, draws conſequences after it too 
horrid to be mentioned, and turns his gracious 
dealings with Men into downright Mockery. 
-.  . Contrary to this pernicious Doctrine, how does 
the good God wait that he may be Graciour? 
Pay attendance upon us thro' the tedious ſtages 
of our Folly and Vanity ; knocking at the — 
of our Hearts, and importuning for admittance? 
How does he — 8 a ſupplicant to his Crea 
 Fures, and court the work 707 his own hand? 
He that ſhed Tears at the Grave of Lazarus; 
 Wept over the City of Feruſalem, ſaying, O Je- 
ruſalem, , alt os not be made Clean, when ſhall 
it once be? In what affectionate and endearing - 
Terms does he expoſtulate with them? Why 
1, ye die? As 1 Live, I have no Phaſurein 
the Death of him that dieth ; turn yourſelves and 
Live! How often would I have gathered you as 
a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her Wings, 
and ye wor'd not! Oh that there were fuch a 
Heart in them, that they would keep my Com 
 mandments always, that it might be — das | 
them, and with their feed "wa ever, 
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Now, if all the methods of his Goodneſs 
cannot reform them; if all his loving kindneſs 
be repaid with Ingratitude and Contempt; and 
the offers of his Grace produce no 5 Effect 
than abuſe and ſcorn ; no wonder if God with+ 
draw his Mercy from us, and ſhut pp: his l 
kindneſs in beuge THT) 

We may expect, that like an abuſed F riend, | 
he will = us uo more with unwelcome I 2 
tunities, but ſuffer the unkind deſign againſt 
ourſelves to Proſper. And what I:juftice can we 
charge this proceeding with, which amounts to 
no more than, after many unſucceſsful and negr 
lected offers of Kindneſs, to ceaſe contending. 


with Wretebes who will not be perſuaded to 3D . n 
their own Advantage? Which ann me e 


the 


whom the Grace of Ged is withdraẽw n. 
A Condition, ſuch as might juſtify the liberty 


of the Speaker, ſhou'd he uſe 75 peremptory 
Words of Eliſba, concerning Benbadad King of © 
Syria, The Lord hath ſbewed me that be ſhall 


ſurely die. For how can their caſe be other 
than deſperate, whom the unerring Phyſician of 


our Souls hath given over unto Death ? As 


Men who have no appetite to do. Good; have 
loſt all ſenſe of their duty, and in whom the 
Spiritual Pulſe is gone. They wou'd not ac- 


TO of God's Grace to prevent their py 3. and 
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Fourth and loft propoſal, which is to gen- 
Gin the dreadful C ondition of tha - from 
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. Necgſity of Divine Grace 


now they are denied that Grace to Repent. of 
them. They have extinguiſhed the light of 


Reaſon ; blotted out the Law of their Nature, 
and effacetthe notions of Good and Evil. And 


what principle, I pray, remains to curb and re- 


ſtrain the violence of their Luſts? What 
ſhou'd hinder, but that they go on with an un- 


interrupted ſanguine Security, to work all man- 
ner of Iniquity and Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs; 


treaſuring up for themſelves Wrath againſt the 
_ day of Wrath ; which, when the meaſure of their 


Iniquity ts filled up, Joas come rt them fo the 
uttermoſt. 


Sheep on now and take your Reſt; are the words 
of the Son of Man to his Diſciples, when the 


Hour was come that he ſhou'd be taken away 


from them. And if we are deaf to the repeated 


Calls of the Holy Spirit ; ; if they cannot rouſe us 
to Watchfulneſs 7 Prayer; ke time will come 
when he ſhall be taken away from us: And 


then we ſhall be ſuffered to Sleep on, and take our 


Reft, till we awake either in this or another 


World, (not to eſcape) but to ſee our eternal 
Deſeruction. Then perhaps, we ſhall call upon 
God, but he will not hear, or if he vouchſafe us 
any anſwer, we muſt expect that ſarcaſtical kil- 
ling Reproach : Ye have forſaken me, and ſerved 
other Gods; $0, «7 unto the Gods Whom ye have 


erved. 


Thus I have gone through all the particulars | 
at firſt propoſed. Let me now, intreat a ene 
ID — ef 


Is order ts Man's Oledinas ß 


more of your Patience; whilſt I. make Aa ſhort 
| ds. lication of what has been ſaid; © | 
ee ing diſcourſe ſhou'd N OY 
us, (from a ſehiſe EE! our on weakneſs and in- 
of ufficiency. ): to watch and pray inceſſantly for 
the divine ¶ iſtance: Plying earneſtly at the 
throne of Grace, that it wou'd pleaſe the Al- 
mighty, who knoweth whereof we are made, 
to grant us the help of his Grace; to enlighten 
our underſtandings that we may Anon, and in- 
cline our Milli that we may purſue the things 
that belong to our Peace. Gf the ſueceſs of 
theſe addreſſes ' we cannot doubt; being war- 
ranted by our Lord himſelf, thus to argue. 1 
| Ye; being Evil, know how. to give good Gifts unto, = 
our Children; Bo much more ſhall our bean-. 
_ Father. give the Holy Spirit to them that _ 
him? But then, we muſt; meet all his 
Affiftances with a ready Compliance, welcome 
every ſuggeſtion of this bleſſed Monitor; leſt he 
withdraw the flighted offers of his Mercy, and 
make no further Attempts upon Men, too hard 
to be ſoftened, too deſperate to be reclaimed. _ 
FJuſtice we know, is as much a perfection of 
the divine Nature as Mercy, becauſe both are 
Infinite. Tis our privilege, and coſt him dear 
who purchaſed it for us, that from offended 
Fuſtice, we may appeal to Mercy; but Mercy 
deſpiſed and outraged, whither ſhall we turn, or 
where ſhall we ſeek for refuge? If Grace and 
8 3 8 be abuſed, and turned into wan- 
| | tonnefs, 
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ronneſe, who, or what ſhall ſave us from the 
wrath fo come? 

Who knows how far the meaſure of his hi- 
9 is from being filled up? Who can aſcer - 
tain the time when the diffinitive irreverſible 
doom ſhall paſs upon him? Who knows, but 
being advanced thus towards the regions of 
Death, the next ſtep may fink us to ſuch 2 
Depth from whence there is no return. © 


To conclude ; ſince there is no Judgment, 


ſhort of Hell, like that of being given up to our 
own Hearts Lufts, and ſu uffered to 8 after our 
own Councils; let us pray, in the words of our 
Litur that God would deliver us from 
. 3 * of Heart and contempt of his Word 
and Commandments; that he would be pleaſed 
to work in us both to Will and to do of bl 
Pleaſure, that ſo we may work out our Salva- 
tion with Fear and Trembling, and receive the 
reward of that Grace which was not beſtowed 
upon us in vain, in the realms * 1 
| _ 
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838 The various Delufions 


by our divine Legiſlator in the 


| Galatians vi. 7. 


Be nat deceived ; God is not Mocked ; for what- 


ey a Man ny that ſbull * a /o reap. 
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HE. great Ap poſtle St. Paul, in this T ext, 
has laid 30 bn the general and funda- 
2 Doctrine of the Md an Religion; 
which 1s, that every all finally be re- 


warded : according to 155 Aabsr in this Life. | 
This is a Maxim ſo agreeable to the natural 


Reaſon of Mankind, that it 1s univerſally made 


the Foundation of all Laws; it is the main- 


tainance and ſupport of Government; and the 


Pillar and Ground-work of all Religion. This 


Doctrine, that every Creature ſhall at the laſt 


awful Day of Judgment, be rewarded by the 


unerring and impartial Judgment of the great 


Creator ; this, I fay, is undeniably proved by 
all the principles of Reaſon, and expreſſly con- 
firmed, not only by numberleſs Paſſages in the 


old Teftament, but we are 3 aſſured of it 
ew. Vet ſo 


numerous, ſo various are the deluſions of Sin; 
and ſuch a miſt of Darkneſs do the ſenſual 
deſires of mankind, caſt before their own Eyes, 
5 that 


K OY W. IT 7 a. ” 


= 0 


caution in my Text, and frequently to repeat it, 


in other places, upon the like Occaſion. Be ; 


not deceived, ſays he, neither Fornicators, nor 
 1dalators; non Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor 
abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, nor Thieves, 
nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Rewiers nor 


Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, 


and then aſſures Chem, and us, that becauſe of . 
theſe things cometh the wrath of God upon the © 


Coildren of Diſobedience ; even upon the Hea- 


thens, if they live in their debauched Practices, 
contrary to the light of Nature, and to the 5 


eternal Laws of Truth and Reaſon. 


Ilhhat prudent and conſiderate Man, who 
| takbs a ſurvey of the World about him, cannot- - 


but be aſtoniſhed and grieved at the Madneſs 


and Folly of the generality of his fellow. Crea 

tures, who act, for the moſt part, like rational 

Beings, except in that important concern of a 
_ Life after this; which, (with ſhame and grief 


be it ſpo ken ) is ſeldom. thut of till e 
are e to launch into it. 


And whence can this proceed from? Why, _ 
fam the many deceitful Object that they meet 
with in this Theatre of Vanity ; which draws 
them from their Duty, and prevents them from 


obſerving this great foundation of Religion, 


that, euery MAI (hall nay) receive of God ac- 
| 1 177 cording 
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that the 1 thoug ht it abſolutely 8 | 
to give his too eallly deluded Brethren this 


go The various Deluflons 


cording to what he has done, whether it be Good 


or whether it be Evil. 


What the principle of theſe Delufions are, 1 
ſhall make it the buſineſs of this diſcourſe tq 


Enquire. 


The Firſt then, that moſt obviouſly offers 


itſelf in the ſurvey of Mankind, is that general 
Careleſſneſ and Inattention, which moſt Men do 


unfortunately labour under. Inſtead of confider- 


ing the deſign of their Creation, we find them 
in the purſuit of Ambition and Covetouſuęſ . 

The ambitious Man, ſpends his Days in the 
queſt of Fame, and in aſpiring to Poſts of Ho- 
our; and in this he places his chief Happineſs. 


But could he be perſuaded to ſuffer his Reaſon 


to throw off the Maſe, which his Fancy has put 
upon theſe things, he would then diſcover 
nothing but Emptineſ and Vanity. He would 


then perceive, that there is no Glory like that of 
a generous and honeſt Mind; no applauſe like 


that of a Man's Conſcience, when it diſplays 
itſelf in good and virtuous Actions. And who 
would quit the inward Foy and Content of his 
Soul, for the periſhing Baubles of this tranſitory 
World? This would be to leave a laſting 
' Happineſs to follow a Phantom or Dream. 
But, notwithſtanding all this, what difficul- 


ties do Men chuſe to undergo, only to be loaded 


with heavier Sorrows, to be amazed with 
greater Fears, and to bring upon themſelves 


greater Trouble and POO: In like Man- 
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ner, the Covetous Man, whoſe Mind is conti- 
nually bent upon accumulating Wealth, and 
making a Fortune, who is continually filling his 
Bags with Gold, and hoarding up his Money, 


only brings upon himſelf ſo much the more 


VJexation and Anxiety; For between the Care 
of Keeping, and the fear of Ing this Idol of his 


Heart, he is deprived of the enjoyment of that, 


which perhaps, he has been ſweating and tail. 
ing tor, the greateſt part of his Life. So Idle 
and ſo Fruitleſs is all the LY of Ambition | 


and Covetouſneſs ! 


_ Behold the unthinking Man, who breaks his 

eps and racks his Brains, and emplays his 
Skill to no purpoſe ; but to be more unhappy 
and wneafy than he was before; He labours 
continually to gratify his Paſions and Appe etites, 
and is fo far from paying that Homage which is 
due from a deſpicable Worm to an all-glorious 
Creator, that his Life is one continued feries of 


| Rebellion. He never allows himſelf time to 
_ conſider, that the great God is a conſtant Spec- 


tator of all his Actions. He little thinks that 


he is acquainted with all his ways; that he has 


beſet him behind and before; that he is preſent 


in our Hearts, and beholds all the Impurity 
that is acted in our Thoughts. and Defires. 


The ſupreme Being is conſcious to the Fraud 


of the unjuſt Deceiver ; there is not a proud 
24 Bought or ſecret Luſt in our Hearts, but he 


views with the utmoſt Tndignation. gg 
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9 The Various Delufions 


Not all the Idle Pretences; nor pitiful Kxruſer, | 
nor pleas of Neceſſity, will avail that Man (in 


the day of Judgment) who has habitually | 
neglected the /ervice of God, and apoftatized 
from the Faith. For however he may itifle his 


Conſcience and Impoſe upon the World, yet the 
great King of Heaven cannot be decezved. He 


can diſcern the Heart of an hypocritical Phori z/ee 
under all his broad Philactory, and knows from 


what Fountain his Actions proceed. There is 
no frimming with the World without þ7s know- 
ledge ; nor can the moſt fy and ſubtle Sinner 
act any thing fo ſecret as to eſcape the a/l-ſeeing 
Eye of that God, who is too pure to behold 
Iniquity without puniſhing the Offender, | With 
what awful Reverence then, onght we to think 
of this a/l-powwerful and all-feeing God! When 
we confider that there is a Day of Retribution 


hourly approaching us, when we ſhall all be 
called to an account, and the moſt minute Cir- 
cumſtances ſhall be evidently diſcloſed: But, 
alas! How little do Men make of that Day? 


and how greatly do they flight that Judgment? 

In this World, there appears to be no differ- 
ence between the Ju and the Un;uft, but that 
it fares much alike with him that ſacrifices, and 
with him that facr "fices nos; this draws Men, 


inconfiderately, into the Paths of Vice, as if 


things would never have an end, but ſhould 
always continue as they now are; and ſo they 
g0 on, adding one Days Crime to another, till 


bey 


OF Mini A 


they are ſurprized with the arreſt. of Death 


at which time, they would give, if it were 


poſſible, a thouſand Worlds but for Hezekiab's * 
leaſe of Life, to en for that dreadful TOP PI 


hereafter. 
How Vain is Man: / Every Man, 2 holy David 
at his beſt Eftate i is altogether Vanity. His Soul is 


deceived and enſnared by the /ugge/tions of his ; 
Senſes, which repreſent _ viſible Objects of 
this Life ſo pleaſing to his carnal Appetites, 
that things of a Hpiritual Nature, are to him as 
mere matters of Fancy and Conceit. And when 
the World has got poſſeſſion of his Heart, it has 
all the Powers and Faculties of his Mind at 
command, and he is captivated and made a fave 
to ungovernable Paſſions ; the conſequence of 
which, is a coolneſs for ſpiritual Improvement, a | 
diſreliſh for religious Duties, and a very e 


State of his ſoul. 


Indeed, it is very obſervalile that thoſe  Temp- 


tations in the World, which appear very Inno- 
cent and Natural, are very often of fatal Con- 
ſequence. For inſtance, it is very natural, and 


very reaſonable, that a Man ſhould endeavour to 


make a Proviſion ſuitable to his ation, and the 
ſtate of his Family. Our Reaſon and Conference 


diate, that we ſhould be diligent in our Calling, © 


upon theſe things, without any regard to the 


| aue . Neeajul ; if we place our Afections 
CR 5. | Upon 


in order to the ſupport and comfort of Lift. 
But then if our Minds are continually intent 


AT 4 


; 2 0 A W-7 , . kf 1 . r 
4 . e » PER EIN 12 — * 


Are 
n 


N N " , 
Z f : * = 4 4 » N „ vv R > * 1 rr 

"TY "= n * * r 423 2 5 9 n 3 KI; 42 1 — 1 E 43s & £ * » Ay _ x 1 * 2 * = 
* 2 F 8 Fe. K n 3 F Lo [ £ * d 4 * 2 » . _ 

* hs ** n 2 * 1 — * - » & rs, as Wee "2 0”, - y 0 bo b- - . =. 

VS ll — N 2 . „ 7 Fa 7 & 5 * * 4 Ga . « = r rr "> 

\ 1 Ce — Ions TIES — * * n 
7 
5 'Y 


_ on WHY he 
ä 
20 Ke I, 3 

k Fo 


Maar +. ho * LN; 4 * => Pe ; 
— 3 3 ny, 3 2 NS 2 0 
, 


of the Burnt-Offerings of Rams, a and the . 8 


— * n * * 8 "RY oy een LI As 4 4 e * x r 4,0 r — : PAY - aN FRET N - 1 — * 14 
— mſec? ny or * IN. 4 * » 4 . PEE l q a 
* 4 * 8 9 n * Q WP A es : N 0 2 e . W * bn l + 8. 1 IT E 2 

Ky > whe > A ee of 3 n 5 07-4" EE TOPLESS 5 IS RF es SER CO 
— 75 * 3 . l « by A 2 r 5 + „„ . 208 2. 45 * => 7 * 1 * + * hg 1 

1 2 * * - - « $*% ” 9 2 9 1 a Mo * * * 

Jay r e C 3 

I : S 
* 0 


94 The various Delufons 


upon them, and are continually anxious about 
them, they will be dangerous Temptations. 
For when we covet the Riches, Honours, and 


Pleaſures of this World, they exclude the Love 


| of God from our Hearts, which leads us into 


fin, which produces Miſery, and the end is 


eternal Deſtruction. 

Seconadly, The next thing by which Mankind 
are ſo eaſily decerved is, that they imagine God 

is very eaſy to be paciſied, and is pleaſed with 

every little appearance of Virtue, without re- 

garding Men according to the whole tenour of 


a virtuous or vicious Life. And hence, though 


they indulge themſelves in the habit of any 
plain Vice, tho they live in a ſtate of Adultry. 
Fornication, Intemperance, Fraud, or any other 


unrighteous Act; yet they hope to appeaſe 


God with ſome external Forms of Worſhip ; they 
think that their attendance at ſome place of 
public Worſhip, will ſcreen their Villainies in 


this Lite, and ſufficiently atone for them in the 


next. Poor deluded Sinners! thus idly to In- 


poſe upon themſelves, and preſumptuouſly to 


affront the Maje/ty of Heaven ! 


Let them but conſult the Scriptures, and. 
they will find, that no ceremonious Methods of 


Attonement will ſatisfy an offended God. 
Ĩhis the Prophet very ſtrongly declares in theſe 
words; To what purpoſe is the multitude off your 


Sacrafices unto me? faith the Lord: I am full 
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fed Beaſts; and 17 deligbt not in the B of 
 Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of © He-Goats. When © 
ye come to a re before me, who hath required 
this at your hands to tread my Courts? Bring 
no more vain Oblations ; Incenſe is an Abomina- 
tion unto me; the new Moons and Sabbaths, the 
calling of Aſſemblies, I cannot away with ; it it 
Hniguity, even the ſolemn Meeting. Your new 
Moons, and appointed Feaſts, my Soul hateth ; 
they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear 
them. And when you ſpread forth your Hands, 
T will hide mine Eyes from you ; yea,. when ye 
make long Prayers, I will not bear: Your hands 
are full of Blood. Waſh ye, make you Clean; + 
but away the evil of your domgs from before mine 
"Eyes. Ceaſe to do Evil; learn to do Well; ſeełk 
Judgment, relieve the Oppreſſed, Juage the Fa- 
therleſs, plead for the Widow. 8 
Pinally, Let not the Sinner deceind himſelf. 
God is not to be Moced. If he goes on in an 
habitual courſe of Debauchery, and thinks that 
God will accept of a few empty Ceremonies, he 
will find himſelf ſadly nuſtaben at the laſt. His 
hope will be the Fro of the Hypocrite, which is 
as the Spiders Meb. Rather let him remember 
that his future harveſt will be anſwerable to the 
actions of this Life; and that as he hath ſown, 
- 0 he muſt expect to reap ; ie, he that ſoweth to 
the Fleſh, he that gratifieth his ſenſual deres 
ſhall reap Corruption ; decaying Pleaſures here, 
ang ? Ferne TRY Bereaffer, muſt” be his 
Feen. 
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96 The Various Delufions 
Portion: But he that ſoweth to the Spirit, he 


that makes a Conſcience of his Duty, that ad- 


heres, as near as human frailty will admit, to 
the eternal Laws of Truth and Reaſon ; he, we 
are told, ſhall of the Spirit, reap everlaſting Life, 
the Spirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from the 


Dead, ſhall raiſe up Sim alſo; and, at the final 
Day of Retribution, ſhall reward his F idelity in 


this Life, with a Crown of eternal Glory in the 


next. 


T. d Aube Deluſion, by which 5 


5 Men impoſe upon themſelves, is that of their 
going on in a vicious Courſe of Life, upon the 


general notion of the Mercy, Patience, and 


_ Goodneſe of the Almighty ; never conſidering 

_ whether they themſelves are proper and capable 

Objects of his Mercy and Compaſſion. 
And theſe deceive themſelves, by fixing their | 


Attention wholly upon one /rngle Attribute of 
the Almighty ; and conſider not the great God, 


as, endow 0 2 all thoſe Perfections together, 
which compleat the Character of an all-wiſe, 


and righteous Governor of the Univerſe. 
They conſider not, that as Power, tho' Tnfi- 
jr Fr is ſtill confin'd to what is the O&jed. of 
Power, and does, by no means, extend to Con- 
tradictions; lo Mercy, however Infinite, is al- 


ways limited to things which naturally are the 
Objects of Mercy. Wherefore, tho God is 
indeed, long-ſufferi ing, and of great Patience, 
and n all Mankind both ſpace and time of 
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Repentance, (for he created none to Periſh, but 


would have all erabrace the terms of Salvation) 
I fay, tho' God is /thus forbearing, yet Sin is an 


Abomination to him; his long-ſuffering when 


then 4%ſpiſe the Riches of his Goodneſs, and for 
bearance, and long-fuffering, as if he did not 
know that the Gade of God leadeth him to 
Repentance: But, after the hardneſs and in 
penitentey of his Heart, treaſureſt up to bimſelf 


Wrath 2 the day of Wrath, and revelation 


of the righteous Judgment of” God; who will 


render to every Man according to his deeds : 


To them; ub by patient continuante in well. 
doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immor< 


tality, eternal Life: But unto them that are 


Contentious, and do not obey" the Truth, but a 
unrighteouſne 1 ＋ Indignation and Wrath; Tri- 


abuſed, will have an Erd, and with greater 
Severity he will execute his es, Hs” * a 
the impenitent Sinne. I SEAT» 
God has declared, that his Spirit ſhall not 
5 always ſtrive with Man. Let not the Sinnes 


— 


Angiiſh p, upon every Soul of Man 
that doth evil. © The final Puniſhment of Sin, i is 


not at all” the leſs Certain by being remote and 
eing that one Day is with God, 


4 thouſand Years; and a thouſand Years as one f 
Day. As St. Peter obſerves, The Lord knoweth 
Sole tore eſerve 58 e to 2. bus Y TOO | 
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98 De various Deluſſons 


Great therefore, is the Deceit, and fatal the 


Error, by which all thoſe deceive themſelves, 


who continue in their Sine, becauſe God's 


Mercy, deere and nnn knows no 
bounds. 
a ourthly, Anatice deluſion i os hits Men 


rake themſelves upon their — of a _m—_ 
e goodneſs of 


lar Se&, without any regard to 
their Lives and Actions. 
But let me tell thoſe much cer People Gs 
that no particular Profeſſion will ſave its Mem- 
bers; for with what deluſions ſoever, and in 
whatſoever forms Men impoſe upon themſelves, 
ſtill the Apoſtles aſſertion will for ever remain 
true: He only that doth Righteouſneſs is Righ- 


teous, and whatſoever a Man Au Bae 2 


be alſo reap. 

The Jews valued themſelves greatly in be- 
ing the peculiar People of God, and deſpiſed all 
ſuch as were not of their own' Nation; and the 
Ppbariſees, in particular, look'd with the utmoſt 
Contempt upon thoſe whom they called Pub- 
licans and Sinners, and were ready to lay, Stand 


by thyſelf, for I am holier than thou. And yet 
we find that our Saviour regarded them not ene 
Jot the more upon this account; but often 
branded them as Hypocrites, a Generation of 


Vipers, an Evil and Adulterous Generation. 
And the Inſtance of the Phariſee and Publican 


that went into the Temple to Pray, is ſufficient 


to convince us that Gd is 20 reſpettor of Perſons; 
5 . is * 


9 


Of Sin. Fa 99 ” 


for ine we find, that che Publican was ; juſti- 
fied rather than the Phariſee, notwithſtanding 


that he valued re ſo much pots his pros. 
 feffion. © 


In a word, it is 8 thro' the merits of Chriſt ) 
a Man's Integrity, and not his being of any 
particular Se, that muſt gain him Acceptance 


with God; for, as St. Peter faith, In every 


Nation, (and conſequently in every Denomi- 
nation) he that feareth him, and wor ters N 


| teouſneſe, i is accepted of him. 


Fijfthly, The laſt Deluſion that I ſhall men- 
tion, and which i is, above all, the moſt pernt- 
cious and extenſive, is the Imaginary defign of 


future Repentance. 
I he great Doctrine of the Goſpel is this, that 


whoſoever fincerely and effeftually Repents, 
ſhall, through the Redemption and Interceſſion of 


Chriſt Feſus, obtain remiſſion of his paſt Sins, and 
be rewarded with eternal Happmeſs. But ſhall a 
Hinner imagine, that he may, from hence, in- 


dulge himſelf in a debauched and e ee 


way of Life, and repent juſt when he thinks fit? 


Can he flatter himſelf thar an all-powerful ind 
righteous God, will be content with the cold 


Services of his o Age, when the Devil has had 
the Services of his Youth ? Is an earthly King. 


to be perſuaded to turn his Court into an H 


| pital, and to be attended by Cripples? Even 


to imagine him capable of being prevailed upon 


5 do ſuch a thing, either by F lattery ar Per- 


O 2 ſugſion, 
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_ fuaſon, would be an affront. to his ed 
ing? And ſhall we think that to ene in 


Man, which is not ſo in the Almigbiy? 
Such a Repentance as this, is turning the 
Grace of God into Wantonneſs, or making Chriſt 


the Miniſter of Sin; or, according to the words 
in my Text, deceiving our ſelves by attempting to 
mock Gad. For the Repentance ſpoken of in 


the Goſpel, is not the Paſſion, but the Virtue of 


Repentance ; It is a real change of Mind; ſuch 
a ſincere amendment of Liſe and Manners as is, 
in the Scripture, very n and . 


ſtiled the new Man. 


And now, either there 7s a day of retribu tion, 


or there is not? If there is not, why then, 


what are we doing? Why any regard to trutb 
and bonefty, any further than to 5 out of the 
reach of human Laus? Why do we not make 


our vray pleaſant and eaſy through Life, though 
we do it to the injury he diſadvantage of our 
Neighbours. Not to do fo, when there is no 
account to be given either Bere or hereafter, is to 
confeſs ourſelves narrow 28 80 and en, 
Animals. 


But if there #s ſuch an account, ae don | 
any fuch thing as the comforts of Abrabam's 


Boſem ; ſurely, we ſhou'd endeavour to. obtain 
them. We ſhould not pg pone our — 


as we know neither the Day nor the Hour of | 8 


Maſter's coming; but ſhould embrace that gr 
ee en of our Lord: Come unto me, SY 


1 


10 


aw . a are bro Laden and Twill 
g ſhould it be to 
Sinner s ſo r to conſider, that his : 


3 Reft. 80 re 


007 
bhi ended Goe: is, 3 his ſincere ene 
y to forgive him. 


7 14 0 conſider the uncertainty of our 

| = of Days, and that our future Bar ugſt will 
be anſwerable to what we have ſown in hit 
Life; that it is nom we muſt ſecure ourſelves. 
8 8 welcome Sentence from the King of 


: Well done thou good and faithful — 


5 —— dag into the Foy of thy Lord. Oh joyful 
| Words! Oh-welcome Sentence! How-greatly 
ſhou d we ſtudy to obtain it? Haw much 


ſhou'd we deſpiſe the vain Pomp and Vanity of 
this Life, if we hope to be happy in the neut? 


Ho ſtudious ſhould we be to keep that tre- 
mendous Day of account in our View? And 


ſince we ſhall be rewarded according to our 


deeds, what manner of Perſons ought we to bei in 
ll boly Converſation and Godlineſ r. 


But 7if the eternal weight of G/ory that awaits 


our good Actions, is not ſufficient to excite us to 


forſake our darling Sins, and, like loſt Sheep, to 


return to our great Shepherd, perhaps the dread 
of an eternity of Pam, may have ſome influence . 


upon us, 


Let us attend a little, and * the 8 


which Chriſ himſelf tells us, he will pronounce 
upon the Wicked at the final day of Judgment; 
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102 8 various Delufons 


Py for the Devil and his Angels, I fay, : 


t us attend to theſe Words; perhaps there 
may be more in them than we are aware. of. 
Depart from me ye Curſed. Where? Not to 
your former Habitations which ye poſſeſſed on 
Earth: not to fine Houſes, plenteous Tables, 


eat Offices and Dignities; not to wear your 


N and fare ſumptuouſly every Day: No, 


but to a gloomy Priſon of exquiſite Torments, 
from whence you ſhall never be releaſed. Go 
to the Place prepared for apoftate Spirits, dwell 
with them in Miſery, whom you choſe to imitate 
in Sin and Rebellion againſt your Creator and 
Lord; dwell with them that Hate you, that have 
ſought your Ruin, and now will triumph over 

you in it; and be as Miſerable as the ade 


 Hatreds and Contentions, the Scorn and Infults 
of Enemies can make you. And what is ſtill 
worſe, dwell in all this Miſery and eee 


for ever! 
Thus is the Her and Voe of this Sentence 
fortified on every part; and thus muſt every 


JAE Man expect to be treated in another Life. 


May ſuch thoughts as theſe work in us ſuch 
4 Charge, as may lay the Foundation of the 
hopes of a welcome reception from the Lord 


of Life. 


I ſhall conclude with that merciful Warnidg, 
which Chri/t our Judge has left us upon Re- 


cord. Take heed, ſays he, therefore to your- 


a, leſs at any 70 Jour. "yy be over 
=O. 
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Op 
charged with. Surfeiting an 7 Drunkenniſs, He | 


the Cares of this Life, and ſo that day come upon 


us unawares. For as a Snare ſhall it come upon 


all them that dwell upon the face of the whole | 


Earth ; watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted Worthy to eſcape all 


theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, and to fand 


before the Son of Man. 
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"ROM theſe words I ſhall take occaſion to 

5 diſcourſe to you, of the neceſſity and great 
1 importance of Private and Family Prayer. 
An, in order to this, I ſhall, 
Ef Pil. Sheny, that it is the indiſpenſible Duty | 

of Every one to retire into Bis Cloſet, and Pray 5 
= zo his heavenly Father in ſecret. 45 
MB | Secondly, [That it is the Duty of every Ge 9 
1 nor of a Family, to call every one of his Hoiſe- 


= Hold together, and offer up their joint FRE R 
= God for his Bleſſing and Protection. 3 
I birdly, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer the 4 

Obie Gian to eg . * 8 

Aud, Laſtly, Conc ude with a | ſuitable Ap- | 3 


Plication. 
Firſt, I am to ſhew that it is the indiſpenſi- 
ble Duty of every one to retire into his Cigſet, 
and pray to his heavenly Father in ſecret. 
And this is very evident from the nature of | 
the thing itſelf. For private: Worſhip is a 4 
ſurer e of our Bene? in God's G · 


ee, 1 


Private 7 4 Family Prager. | | te) 2 


fences than dl Devotions can be 3 becatiſe 
it is not to be ſuppoſed that a Man would ſhut 
himſelf in a Claſet and Pray, unleſs. he had a 
firm Belief that he was addreſſing himſelf to a 
Being of infinite Knowledge; a Being who knows 


, the ſecrets of his Heart, knows his-Hants and 
Jnfirmities, and is all-powerful to grand? his | 
+, requeſts whenever he ſees it Fitting. 


But in public Prayer it may de otherwilh. 
A Man's Heart is ſo treacherous, that he often 
3 deceives Himself as well as the World, and makes 
„ himſelf believe that he is acting upon a re/igious 
* Motive, while he is influenced hy views of 
Tnteref?, or a principle of Vain- Glory: Like the © 
Phariſees of old, he prays in Public that he may 


A "Is 1 2 


of be ſeen of Men, out of Cuſtom, Doceney; ar = 
$7 ſome worldly Motive. - += 

1 But in private Prayer a perſon cannot 3 = 

-” . deceived, becauſe raying in ſecret. is founded 

oO iF upon the belief of God's Omniſcience, and the 

mz conſtant Exerciſe of it muſt naturally keep u 

e in our Minds a due Senſe of being under mm 4 2 
Y ſeeing Eye of God, which will] be a means to J 
„ reſtrain us from committing even the moſt ſecrer 

| Sin: And it is our ſecret Sins that We Are 1n the 
by | greateſt danger . 3 
7 - - Beſides, in 8 we fk an opportunity. a 
3 to be more particular 1 in our Prayers, than it 1s - ? 
* pofſible to be in Public, We have, all of un, 
2a [ Home particular fins to confeſs ; ſome particular _— 
od 7 ee, to Prag, againſt; ſome PETE __ 
5 F'2 | Wants 


102 The great Importance of 8 ys | 


Wants to be ſatisfied, and ſome particular Blefe 
Ange to give thanks for. Now, we cannot 
make theſe particular Circumſtances, peculiar 
to each of us, the ſubje& of our public Devo- 
tions: Therefore we muſt retire into our Clo -- 
ots, and pray to our heavenly Father in ſecret. 5 
If we attend the public Devotions of our 
Families, or at the Church, ever ſo conſtantly, 
ſtill there is a neceſſity for daily private Devo- 
tions; that we may confeſs our ſecret fins, give 
thanks to God for our particular Bleſſmgs, and 
pray particularly for his divine Grace to protect 
us from thoſe Temptations to which we are 
moſt liable. LE > 
When we are thus particular in confeſſing 
our . ſecret /ins, and in acknowledging the Mer- 
' Fees and Bleſſings of our Creator, it muſt have a 
much ſtronger Effect upon our Minds, than if 
we only did all this, in a public and general 
Manner. e 8 
Among the many excellent Inſtructions given 
by our Saviour to his Diſciples, is this; When 
| "thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, and when thou 
haſt ſhut the Door, pray to thy Father which is 
in fecret, and thy Father, which ſeeth in ſecret, 
ſhall reward thee openly. And this he practiſed 
himſelf; he choſe a Mountain, a Deſert, or a ” 
Garden for this purpoſe ; and, that he might be 
more private, he prayed at Night; when he 
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greater Pleaſure. 


Private and Family Prayer. 199 


1 


into a ſolitary Place, and there Prayed. At 


another time, he continued all Nigbt in Prayer 
46 God. | : VV 


Many examples of this kind, we have in the 
Scriptures. Hannab prayed unto the Lord, and 
wept ſore; ſhe ſpoke in ber Heart, and her Voice 
was not heard. David remember'd God upon 
his Bed, and meditated on him in the Night- 
Watches. Abraham was alone, when he flood 
before the Lord and prayed for Sodom. Fere- 


miah's Soul wept in ſecret Places, for the pride 


of his People. And Peter went up upon the 


Houſe top to pray about the fixth Hour. All 
theſe are written for our Learning, that we 


through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope. #9 | 3 


We are not obliged always to be upon our 


knees, but we ought once every Day at leaſt, to 
retire into ſome ſecret Place, and perform this 
important Duty. And, when we do this, it 


will be an effectual means of increaſing our 


Faith; will make us perfectly refign'd to the 


Will of Providence, and ready to perform all 


poſſible acts of Eindneſi to our fellow Creatures, 
When we come out of the Cleſet to worſhip 
God in the Family, or to the public worſhip in 
Church, we are then, much better prepared for 
it, than if we had zeglected this Duty; the 


public Ordinances would be more improving to 
us, and we ſhould reliſh religious Exerciſes with 


| What 


: *& 9 
Is * 


me ms Euporuucr of 


| "What can tend more to alleviate an afflided 
1 Mind, which is perhaps, labouring under the 
1 preſſure of Loſſes and Diſappointments, under 
Sickneſi, or ſome bodily Pain, than to retire in 
fecret and vent its Grief, and implore the divine 
Aſſiſtance? And what greater Comfort can 
there be to a Man, than to think that he is 
addreſſing himſelf to a gracious Father, who 
has 2 to reward him openly for ſuch 
fo Acts of Picty? The bountiful Creator, 
will, moſt affuredly reward him openly in this 
Life, or that which is to come. © 
Every one has ſomething in his Conflitution 
or Situation, that ſubjects him to particular 
Temptations, which requires that he ſhould be 
very watchful over himſelf ; to give a due at- 
tention to his thoughts, words, and actions, and 
to keep a ſtrong Guard where he finds himſelf 
moſt expoſed to Danger. And how is he to do 
this, unleſs he retires into his Claſet to examine 
his Actions, and pray to the ſupreme Being to 
guard and protect him) : 
If we will be followers of Chrift, ad thoſe 
good Men whole Examples are recorded in 
Scripture for our imitation, we mult needs 
think ourſelves under the higheſt Obligation to 
pray in ſecret. And when we accuſtom our- 
ſelves to this, we ſhall obtain an habitual Tem- 
er of Devotion; ſo that whenever we catch 
onrſelves in a fault, we ſhall naturally addreſs 
our Minds to God in a Penitential ö : 
5 And 
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Pr vate an Family: P er, 


And this we may do in Company as well as OY 
the 2 325 1 
ir is che Life of Religint, ſo 


Bjibulations are the Life of Prayer. And fre- 
ey of Prayer requires that we ſhould offer 
up ſhort 5 to God. We have abun- 


t Inſtances of this fort in Scripture, eſpe- 

cially in the Book of Palms. Holy David 
took occaſion from almoſt every Circumſtance 
of Life, to break out into pathetic fart e 
Devotion, which kept his Heart co 
Warm. When he was in diftreſs, he os 
comfort himſelf after this Manner: Why art 


thou caff down, O my Soul ; put thy Truft in 


God. Upon the receipt of any /ngular BI Ng, 

he would ſay, Bleſs the Lord, O my Son, and 
forget not all his Benefits. : When he was in 
— he would thin upon God, When his' 
Heart was vexed he would complain, in ſome” 
ſuch words as theſe: The ſorrows of my Heart, 


O God, are enlarged ; O bring thou me out of alf 


my Troubles.” As ſoon as he was delivered from 
his Troubles, he wou'd fay, Turn again then, 


unto thy Ref, O my Soul, for the Lord hath 


 Juftamed thee. Every obſervation that occurred 
to his Mind upon God, Nature, and himſelf,” 


generated the moſt rapturous exclamations of : 
| Praiſe and Thankſgiving. The Publican ſmote 
upon hig breaſt, and cried out, God be Mercifut 


to nie M Sinner. Our Saviour expreſſed himſelf 


in W Petitions, making frequent 0 and 


© 85 . Inter- 


N Fr. * <a q ” * n 


| =_ 
TY = - 5 =_ . - = = = \ \ 
„. 3 R 1 ER A th 4 Wee ONT S' o l 5 n % 69 *. \ * x 3 
<a ET an * I peat 1 6 1 I e 2 r ; ; „ BR RIS. 74 9 „„ 53 4 _—_—_ Ft. CLERIC - by 1 N —_— =_— 
, Þ 7 > * P ” FLAME 2 = « 5 , y 1 0 — A r . LP Re TD rl « I" \ N 
B S KN „ Na C zo SDS I” i oa rn 1 FEN... „ „„ v 3; MS FER ERECT "Hae 
ALE *. 0 * de , « 8 r enn „ BERNE. r ä p — Nenn „ OD 3 
— A1. > OT ny 8 <> Pry ©: 4 k + IS b 12 4 . 22 1 * mJ e Ws b 
- : i Ar j . e wack a f ' MY 
RY bs p 7 75 . * 4 7 5 " F * . L a . © N z a 4 — * 
. l . 1 a ES ' 8 : FER 4 
25 : 


n 
» 4 Con” os 


- 4 Paw te * — VE ar 
2, Ig» o Ix Cy oy * PR ** — 
2 


112 Te great — „% 


dens: :, Father, if thou be with: ee 
this Cup from me, Cc. And again, F arber, ; 

orgive them, for they know not what they do. 
St. Stephen alſo, when he prayed for his 9 98 
derers , faid, Lord Feſus receive my Spirit: Log. 
not this fin to their Charge. 

From theſe Inſtances, we ſee how neceſſary i it. 
is to call frequently upon God in ſhort Ejaculas. 
tions. And let it be confidered, that God re- 
gards the temper of the Soul more than the, 
length of a Prayer: The ſhort ejaculation of the 
Publican, was more N than the a 
Prayer of the Phariſee, _ 

_ Having, I think, made it appear, that private 
Pra yer is a great Chriſtian Duty, I ſhall now., 
Secondy, Shew that every „ of a 
| Family is bound to call every one of his Houſe-, 
hold together, and offer up their joint Prayers to 
God for his Bleſſing and Protection. 
And this, becauſe it is the Duty of every 
Chriſtian, let him be in what ation ſoever, to 
promote Piety and Religion, the Glory of God, 
and the Welfare and Happineſs of his fellow 
Creatures. A King, as Supreme; a Clergyman, 
as the Paſtor of his Pariſh ; and a Maſter, as the, 
head of his F amily, are all, in their reſpective 
Stations, God's Stewards, and muſt give an 
account of their Stewardſhip. It therefore highly 
becomes them to act with that Integrity and 
Uprightneſs, which is juſtly expected ef them, 


by their great Lord and _ who will moſt | 
aſſuredly 


| 
( 
] 
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allrealy require the Blood of much as vert 


through b neglect, at their Hands. 


Every Family then, muſt be confidered as a 


little Pariſh; and the Governor of it, (if I may 
fo ſpeak) a Prieſt; who is as much obliged to 


watch over the ſpiritual Welfare of thoſe under 
his Charge, as a Miniſter of a Pariſh is over 
thoſe of his Flock. Tf any Man provide not for 
his own, faith St. Paul, and eſpecially for thoſe 


of bis own Houſe, he hath denied the 2 and 
worſe than an Infidel, And I am ſure he muſt 


4 the Faith every day, who ne 3 to 5 
e for the ſpiritual Welfare of hi organ: 7 
eli 


Nv "inſtructing them in the Principl os * 


gion, and calling them together 8 Morning 
and Evening to implore God's Blefling and 


Protection. : | 
How unbecoming a Chriftian moſt that Man 


be, who can ſee his Family diſperſe of an Euen- 


without any Religion, and meet again of a 
jy Rong like the other Animals about his 
Houſe only to be fed; and never think of 


making ſo much as the poor returns of a grates 
ful Heart fot all the Bleſſings he enjoys from 


his moſt gracious and bountiful Creator. 

When this is the caſe, (and God knows it is 
too much the caſe) it is a ſad indication of '# 
latent Infidelity, which, if not ſpeedily rooted 
out, will, -I am afraid, be the ruin of many 


F amilies. 1 | 
3 „ What 
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What a dreadful account muſt he —_ will 
— required of him, by his Creator and Fudge, 
who not only neglects his Duty in this reſpect, 
but, by his bad Example, encourages his Wife, 
huis Children, and Servants, to forget their 
Mater and live without God in the World? 
Surely, every Mater of a Family ſhou'd lay this 4 
home to his ſerious Conſideration! But alaſs 1 
go into many Houſes, and, I am afraid, we may. ( 


fay as Abraham ſaid to Abimelech, Surely the 
Fear of God is not in this Place! 80 far from 


finding any Family Worſhip, we ſhall find Strife, 7 
Contention, and Animoſity, prevail; ſo far from 5 
hearing the Language of Charity, that we may E; 
hear the Reputation and good Name of ſome one py 
of our Neighbours treated with cruel Aſper/ion, : _ 
and wicked Calumny. =. 
This is not to act like that devout Man in 
Cornelius, who feared God with all his Houſe, 8 
and pray d to God always. It is not following W _. 
the Example of Job, who when the days of the = 
| Feaſting of his Sons and Daughters were gone _ 
about, offered burnt Offerings, according to the 77 
number of them a/l, for fear that they might IT 
have committed ſome fin during the time of 5 | 
their Mirth and Jollity : And this he did not 85 
once or tuice, but Continualhy. Neither is it bir 


acting like Joſhua, who declared, that as for hi 

| himſelf and his Hoſe, they would ſerve the Lord. 1 
But it is acting, (I cannot ſay like Heathens ; 
for they even at this Day, have their 3 
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Goll, 


and call upon them Morning and Even- 


ing) but like Perſons who have no ſerious 


thoughts of God and Religion, and, by the moſt 
monſtrous Ingratitude, declare theraſelves un- 
worthy of his Bleſſing and Protection. 
How is the Bleffing of God to be ex ded 
upon a Family, who have no thoughts of him ? 
Is there not much gen” reaſon to 1 a 
Curſe 9% 
What! though God ſends his rain upon the 
Yoſt, and on the Unjuſt ; grants many an un- 
grateful Sinner an abundance of outward enjoy- 
ments; ſuch as Rrches, Honour, and Pleaſure ; 
and delivers him from many Calamities, and 
ſuſtains him in bodily Health, yet theſe enjoy- 
ments commonly prove a ſnare to him, by his 
abufing them to wicked purpoſes; and though, 


in this Life, he may have his / of wo Idly 5 


enjoyments, yet he may wiſh hereafter, that he 
never had been Rich, Great, and Proftteraiis ; 
and find, to his unſpeakable Grief, that he has 
no Portion allotted him in the . of 
Heaven | l | 
Many imagine, that if they offer up their 
Prayers to God in private, it is ſufficient ; but 
this is to act like a Hermet, or one who ſhuts 


himſelf up in a Cloiſter, and cares for none but 


himſelf. For though a Man may be very 
exact in his own private Devotions, and truſt to , 


each one of his Family to do the like, yet he- 
bf be decerved ; and if he 7s deceived, he wilt 
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have no Prayer. at all in his Fang at leaſt 5 
none but his own. And, tho' /n lies at the Door 


of every one in his Houſe, who neglects to pray 


in /ecret, yet it will be Bis fault that there 5 
- this neglect. And the Miſcarriages of many 


Families, it may reaſonably be preſumed, pro- 
ceed from this Scource : Ch:/dren grow undu- 


- tiful, Idle, and Wicked; Servants: diſobedient, 


guilty of eye ſervice, as men pleaſers, and not 
Jearing Ged. The Governor of the Family looſes 


that Reſpect which is juſtly his due; and which, 


if he had kept up a Senſe of Religion in = 


- Houſe; he wou'd, in all probability, never have 
had reaſon to complain of. For, when Children 
and Servants arc taught Duty and Obedience 
for Conſcience fake, they will then, chearfully 


act agreeable to their Stations. And tho vn 
all endeavours to make Children and Servants 


Religious, they ſhou'd prove otherwiſe, he has 
the e Satisfaction to think he has 
done his Duty; and that God, the righteous 
Judge, will reward him for it at laſt. 5 

HhHeſides, every Family, as fo many Servants of 
God united under one Head, have all ſome 
common Sins to confeſs, ſome common BI effngs to 
- aſk, ſome common Dangers to fear, and ſome 
cammon Mercies to give thanks for; it is there- 
fore highly reaſonable that the Governor ſhould 


call them together, as many as can be at leiſure, | 


face a Day, in the Morning and in the Even- 


LED and, by banded, or gps one of the Fa- 


muly, 
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N e their Sins to God, offer up W 


Pray rs for what they want, nad. theix De 
Sri for what they enjoy. 2 


Gratitude and ſelf Intere/t. require this. | 
Gratitude for thoſe common Bleſſings which 


they enjoy from the beſt of Beings ; for their 
- Exyftence, their Health, their continual. jt. 
vation, and, above all, for their Redem 
from Sin and Death, by the Blood of Chriſt 


Se If-Intereft alſo requires this. 
For promoting Family Religion, is the beſt 


means of promoting the Temporal as well as the 
Eternal Welfare of the whole Family ; becauſe 
| Godlineſs has the promiſe of the Life he now is, 
at well as that which is to come. And, on the 
other hand, when it is neglected, we may rea- 
ſonably expect, that God will, according to the 
Prophet 


remiah, pour out his fury upon the 
Families that call not upon his Name. = 
And not only the reaſonableneſs of the Duty, n 


: but the Practice of our Bleſſed Saviour, and the 
example of the primitive Chriſtians, enforce it. 
| We read that our Saviour was often alone pray- 


ing with his Diſciples, who were then his little 


Family. And the primitive Chriftians were ſo 
Exemplary in this particular, that St. Paul, in 


his Epiſtles, often ſtiles the Houſe of ſuch 


Families, a Church: Salute the Brethren, ſays 


he, which are in Laodicea, and Nympas, and the 
Chureh which is in n his Houſe, and in e other 


| 2225 
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- aſtert it, 


ers The great Importance of 


I think I need ſay no more to convince you 


that Family Prayer is a Chriſtian Duty, I ſhall | 
therefore, proceed in the 5 
Third Place, To conſider the Objeftions that = 


may be made to this Duty. 

And one may be, that as Family Prayer i * 
now almoſt totally diſiiſed, at leaſt by the gene- 
rality of thoſe who profeſs themſelves to be 
Members of the Church of England, a Man who 
attempted to introduce this in his Family, 
would be looked upon, by his neighbours, as a 
fingular, preciſe, Fellow: And, perhaps, be 


branded with the name of a Methodiſt. 


Now, as to the /rg#/arity of it, Iam willing 
to hope, that it is not ſo ngulan as many 
imagine: I hope there are many Families who 
make a Conſcience of performing this Duty, 
and yet are no Metbodrfts. Strange! That 
what has been univerſally acknowledged, as fit 
and reaſonable, by the beſt and wiſeſt of Men, 
and enforced by the Example of Chriſt, ſhould, 
in theſe days, be thought an exerciſe only De- 
coming a mad Enthuj, aft. 
" Surely, This is doing great Honour to the 
Cauſe of Metbodiſin, andy is a great reproach to 


us of the eſtabliſhed Church. What! cannot a 


Man worſhip God in his Family, without being 
a Methzdift ? Surely he can. It only becomes 
a Methodiſt to aſſert ſuch a thing; and too many 
of them, I am afraid, have too much cauſe to 


| Howeyer, 
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However, 7 we will conſider, we ſhall eaſily 
be perſuaded, that the diſuſe of Family Religion, 
is as much chargeable upon every individual 
Governor of a Family, as it is upon the gene- 5 
raliiy; becauſe every Governor that omits. it, 
contributes to make it ſo much the more Gene- 
ral: Therefore, has no reaſon to charge it upon 
his Neigbbours. 

A Man cannot be lee in bis neg lets of | 
this Duty, . becauſe he fears to be F 
Had Noah feared to be fingular, when God 
commanded him to build an 4r4, for the pre- 
ſervation. of his Family, they muſt have periſh'd 
in the Deluge. Foſbua did not fear to be fingu- 
lar, when he ſpoke the Words in the Text. 
1f, faith he, i, ſeem Evil unto you 7o ſerve the 
Lord, chuſe you this Day whom you. will ſerve, 
whether the Gods which your Father's ſerved, 
that were on the other | 75 of the F hood, or the 
Gods of the Amorites, in whoſe Land ye dwell : 
But as for me, and my Houſe, we will ſerve the 


Lord. And this reſolution of his, had that - 


good Efe# upon the People, that they likewiſe, 
_ unanimouſly agreed to ſerve the Lord: And 
were a few Governors of Families to follow the 
Example of Jeſbua, they might allo, excite 
more to do ſo. 

I am aware but of one more U 8 
that 3 is, that it Interferes with our worldly Bui 


neſs. „Men who are obliged to earn their 


1 © Bread with the Sweat of their Brows, muſt 


"OS attend 
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ro The great Importance of 


« attend early to Buſineſs, therefore cannot find | 
« time to pray with their Families.” 


Ĩ0o this it may be anſwered, that though * 
may ſo happen, that a Man cannot attend his 
Family of a Morning, yet he may depute ſome 
one in his Houſe, to perform this Duty in his 
Abſence ; and, in the Evening, he can always 


be preſent himſelf when his Work is done, 
which is never ſo late as to exclude F amily 


Worſhip And he will find more ſatisfaction in 
this, than in ſpending his Time at a Public 


Houſe, as is generally the Caſe, 
As to ſuch as are not obliged to bodily 
Labour, and Gentlemen of Fortune; our No- 


bility, and ſuch like great Families, they are 


utterly 7nexcuſable, and can by no means, acquit 


| themſelves to their own Conſciences, or in the 


ſight of God. Give me leave now, in the 


Laff Place, To apply what has been faid, to 8 


your ſerious Conſideration. 
Are you not all deſirous of making 4 ſuitable 


Proviſion for your Children? Do not Men, in 
eral, ſtrive to accumulate Wealth, to give 
their Children a 624 Education, and ſet them 0 


up in the World? And ſhou'd you not much 
more, be careful to inſtruct them in the Princi- 


ples of Religion; to give them an early Senſe of 
Piety, and a juſt reverence of God ? How 
monſtrouſly inconſiſtent then is it, to be conti- 
nually anxious about their temporal Proſperity, 
and, at the ſame time, neglect their bezfer Part, 


Pd 


1 = their 
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their” precious and immortal Souls But Ee 
Men do fo, it ſhews that they have no true. 
notion of Religion themſelves; for if they had, 
if the Love of God were ſhed abroad in their own 
Hearts, it wou'd naturally lead them to do their 
utmoſt to provide for the /piritual Welfare of 
= c_ and eſpecially thoſe of their own Houſe. - 
Me are apt to complain when our Servants. 
are unjuſt to us; and yet, who can be more 
unjuſt than thoſe: who, in return for their Ser-. 
vants Labours, take no care to l for their 
ineſtimable Souls? 

The time will come, when they mall kn : 
they ought to have given them ſome ſpiritual, 
as well as temporal Wages: And that if any of 
them are loſt through the Governor's neg/ef, he 
will moſt affuredly be called to an accoumt for it. 

The Bleſſing of God upon our Families; the 
good Succeſs of our honeſt endeavours in pro- 
curing a comfortable Sub/iftence ; and, above 
all, a peaceful Conſcience, and a glorious proſ- 
pe& of Futurity, depend, in a great BOAR, 
upon Family Religion. 

But if neither the favour of God, our tempo- 
ral Proſperity, and the good of our Children 


and Servants, will have any Effect upon us, 


perhaps the Conſideration of a future Fuagment 
at the Bar of Heaven, before which all muſt 
appear. may have ſome influence upon us. We 
muſt all, gays the Apoſtle, appear before the 
Hg as S eat of C riffs there to anſwer for 

toe 
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the deeds done in the Body, whether they be Good, 
vr 2whether they be Evil. If this be the caſe, 


(and no one can diſprove it) how then will that 


Servant, who was made Ruler over bis Lord's 
Houfhold, and neglected to give them Meat in 
due Seaſon, excuſe himſelf before his Lord, 
when he comes? He may perhaps, with the 


utmoſt Horror and Deſpair, behold the Wife of 
his Boſom, his Children, who were his Crown 


and Delight, and his Servants attributing their 


Condemnation to his neglect and bad Example : : 


And then, what can he expect but to be Cut i 


| Sunder, „ and his Portion appointed him 10465 the 


Hypocrites. | 
Loet theſe, and every other important Conſi- 


deration, have a due Eyect upon your Minds: 


You will then, I am perſuaded, be ready to ſay 


in the Words immediately following the Text ; 
God forbid that we fhou'd forſake the Lord: 
And again, Nay, but we will, with our ſeveral | 
Houſholds, Serve the Lord. Now, unto him 


that is able to keep you from falling, and to preſent 


you faultleſs before the preſence of his Glory, with 
exceeding Joy; 79 the only wife God our Saviour, 


be Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and ads both 
wow and ever, Amen. 
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1 Timothy i . 


＋ er bort therefore, that firſt of all, Supplications, 
Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving 15 Thanks be 
made 22 5 all Men. 4 


HESE words evidently demonftrate, that 

St. Paul looked upon Supphcations and 
Prayers, as a Duty incumbent on Mankind, 
arifing from our dependance upon God as the 


giver and preſerver of Life, and from . all 
the Bleſſings we enjoy are derived. 


J will, ſays the Apoſtle, that Men pray every 


1H re, li in up holy hands, without Wrath and 


Doubting. And this, he tells us, is. good and 
acceptable in the fight of God our Saviour, who 
all have” all men be ſaved, and come to the know- 


edge of the Truth, : And when we make Truth 


the object of our Minds, it will naturally dictate 


to us, that there is a Worſhip due to the rome 


Governor of the Univerſe. 
1 ſhall therefore, in e of the Ex- 


| hortation, in my Text, endeavour to prove, 


Firſt, That there is a Worſhip due from the 


ene, 


„ 


end T ſhall point out in what Manner 


| that Worſhip is to be performed, ſo as to be 
| likely to pleaſe God, and Benefit our/efves. 


_ Firſt, I am to prove that there is a Worſhip 


Public Worſhip. © uns 


due from the Creature to the Creator. And 


this is evident from the practice of all Nations 
in the World. There never was a Nation, that 
acknowledged a Deity, but what had ſome 
method of paying him Adoration; and, by 


proper diſpoſitions of Mind; by ſome exterior 


forms of Worſhip, acknowledged his Supre- 


macy, adored his Excellencies, and intreated his 
Bounty and Protection, as dependent, though 


unworthy Objects. All Nations, ſays holy Da- 


vid, whom thou haſt made, ſhall come and Worſhip 
| before thee, and ſhall glorify thy Name; for thou 
art great and doſt m ne Things : Thou ar 


God alone. 
But notwithſtanding this generel Senſe of 


Mankind, this preſent Age abounds with a ſet 
of Men who entertain very /ooſe Sentiments with. 
regard to the Obligations of Religion, in gene- 
ral, and of Chriſtianity, in particular. They 


TH 


tell you, that this Cuſtom of Worſbipping the 


« Deity had its riſe from fear and ſuperſtition ; 
«« that deſigning Men, having repreſented the 


« Almighty as a rigorous and ſevere Sovereign, 


<< delighting in the Miſeries of his Creatures; 
the ignorant and timerous Multitude were 
*« {ſcared into theſe devout and enthuſiaſtic 
- Practices; which, * cher, to thinking Men, 
a7 „„ appear 


F - = < E: 
4 — < ; 


Oe 
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Vn 
* 
* 


« appear abſurd and uſeleſs ; ſince God, from 
__ «©. his Omni/cience, muſt know the wants of his 
<< Creatures, and from his Goodneſs, muſt be 
« ready to ſupply them, if they deſerve it, 
* without aſking.” In anſwer to this, if we 
conſider how this Cuſtom of Worſhipping the 
Deity, has prevailed in al! Ages; amongſt per- 
ſons of the greateſt Depravity of Morals, as 
well as the moſt Serious and Conſiderate: 
- Amongſt the Wiſeſt and moſt Inquilitive, as 
well as the Unthinking and Credulous.; it will 
be a fair Preſumption, if not a ſtrong Evidence, 
that Regſon gave birth to this practice, and not 
Superſtition, as theſe Men affirm. © © 
And as to the obſervation that God:knows 
the Hants of his Creatures, and is always ready 
to reheve them, without being ſollicited, this 
may be granted; and yet it is no Objection to 
the neſs and neceſtity of this Practiee, becauſe 
it is ſuitable to the zature and condition of Man, 
and the relation he ſtands in towards God. For, 
does nst common Gratitude require that Wwe 
thou'd'expreſs our Thankfulneſs for all the Bleſ= _ | 
fingg we enjoy from our moſt gracious and 


' bountiful Benefactor? Shou'd we not Glonfy FF 
that ' beſt of Beings, who gave us Exitente; = 
who continually pre/erves us, and gives us every 1 
comfort of Life? Surely we ſhou'd. And, 

though our expreſſions of Gratitude are of no = 
Advantage to him, yet he is highly pleaſed with I 
them, and reqiires them of us, as it teſtifies our „ 

Þ wr? | 3 f 

5 3 | 


} 


e eee 
tenſe of his power an! will to 49 8 us be eyond 


what we aſe or think. For though our ene 


might ſupply all our neceſſities ee ing. 
yet it would be very great ref ny 
one to expect that he Vill. . 
To make this familiar to our genf 8 up- 
poſe a Man in want of the common Necefſartes of 


Life, and yet ſo Proud as to be above :gctnow+: 
ledging his Wants; and ſo infolent as to deſpiſe 


and affront the Perſon who ſhou'd (though = 


follicited) ſend him Re/ref, what Man is there 
amongſt you, that wou'd pity or regard him? 


And ſhall the ungodly, who are fo proud that. 


they care not for. God, expect that be will care 


for them? Reaſon tells us the contrary ; not to 
remark, that Chrift has told us, we muſt afe 


before it will be given, and muſt knock gene, tt 
| wil be opened unto Us. 


Hence it is plain, that Gratitude is a Duty 5 


| both of natural and revealed Religion; and it is 
ſo acceptable both to God and Man, that it is 


the ready way to obtain greater Beneßts from 


both ; whereas Ingratitude is baſe, that it 


flops the current of favours for ever; 3 For: an ==> 
ungratęful Perſon renders bimſelf en wor Tl o _— 


3 more. he 
WMe ſee then, that Reaſon, Gratttinhs and 2 
raice of all Nations, prove that there 4 is 
A. arſpip due to the great Creator. 
Beſides, have we not the Example of Chrif be 
| himſelf, who has n, told us, that it 5 our 
uty 
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Duty to follow bis bebe ? Have we not the 
practice of Prophets and Apoſtles, who lived” 
and afted continually under the immediate 
Inſpiration and Direction 6f God? Have we 
not all theſe, I fay, written for our In/trudton * 
And not only that, but we have expreſs direc- 
tions, both in the old and neu Teſtament, for 
the Duty of Prayer. - 
Thus in the % Teftament, O thou that beareft 
Nhe ſays holy David, unto. tbee ſhall all fleſh 
come. And in the prophecy of Ezekiz), when 
God had promiſed to do many things for his 
People, he tells them, I will yer for this be en- 
quired of by the Houſe of Hol. to do it for them. 
In the new Teſtament, we meet with variety 
of the ptaineſt Precepts for this Duty. In the 
_ xvii. Chapter of St. Luke, our Saviour, by a 
Parable, ſhews that Men ought always to Pray. 


In another place, he commands us to Watch and 


Pray. And it is St. Paul's deſire that Suppli 
cations, Prayers, Interceſions, and giving 2 8 
Fbanks be made jor all Men. 

One wou'd think there was very little need. 
t take either Time or Pains in proving that 
Sod ought to be Wor jrgped. But the neceſſity. 
of ſaying what I have faid, will evidently ap- 
pear, when we confider that, with too much 
Truth, it may be aſſerted, that in every Com-- 
munity, there are Men to be found who glory 
in their Ingratitude towards their God, from 
| ws they hold YE and all the Blefings that 
attend 
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attend ; it; WT” to whom. they are more indebted, 
for. their Being, than to their Father and Mother. - 
of whom they were Born. But now, allowing 
that God — to be Worſnippeſ, let us r = 
ſider in the tx bh 2218 
Second Place, How that Worſhip is to 1 
perfarmed,. ſo as to, ple: E bun ap. benefit W 
nnn 12 | 
As God, i is to be Warſipped, ſome. Method: 
mp: be obſerved, and ſome Day ſet 1 for 
that | 
As 88 the Aer bol, St. Paul has: laid it A 
in my Text: It muſt conſiſt of Supplicationg, | 
Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Tbanls: 
All which, include Confefton of our Sins to God. 
Supplication to him to avert any Calamity 
Interceſion for our fellow Creatures, and 7. bank: 
groing for all the rigs of: we enjoy. - 
| Thus the Worſhip of God is divided into 
| 8 Branches, — 4 if it be done with 
Propriety, Regularity, and without Perplexity, 
it will be acceptable to God and beneficial to 
ourſelves. And this myſt be dane in a public and 
ſolemn Aſſembly of the Individuals of every Com- 
munity ; for all Societies of Men, (as ſuch} 
are as equal] under the Guardianſhip of Provi- 
dence, as any /izg/e Perſon who compoſes. Dans. 
Society. They have (as a Community) their 
depengancies, their miſeries, and mercies; alt 
which, ſhou'd, in ſocial Worſhip, be acknow-- 
cd Lhare. 8 are 2 Sins, which demand 
| 1 public 
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public: Humiliation; ; and "Public Bleſſings, for 
Which there ought to be Public Thankfyromgs:- 
But it ma 1 ſaid, perhaps, that if every” 
DTillfvidual will but take care of himfelf, by ſup» 
plicating .his own Wants, and deproehtiie iy 
OWN Myferies, God will protect and bleſs him, 
though” he paid no regard to pubis and ſolemn 
Aſſemdlies : It muſt be from a perſuaſion of this 
Nature. that ſo many negleti the public Worſhip, 
But I muſt tell you; that it is-as "heeelairyt6' 
Unite in acts of Pzety, as in the ſupport of 
Fuſtice, or the promotion of any common Good. 
For, by this means, a gener? Senſe of our de. 
| pentance upon God and dread of his . e 
is 7 alive; which is the ilar of Govern 
| and the foundation « Peace and Repu. 
larity in the World. Let [thoſe who diſpute 
this, caſt their Eyes upon the ſeveral Nations, 
or tribes of Savages that are in the World, and 
ſee What anarchy and confuſitn prevails amongſt 
Ben. And, without this method of /ervmg 
God, we may naturally conclude, that in a ffiort᷑ 
Time, we ſhou'd loſe all fobr, all fenſe of a 
Deity, and that the Ignorance and Barbarity of. 
Hidiuns wou'd prevail amongſt us. But Gd 
forbid that ever ſuch a misfortune ſhoud come 
to this Kingdom, or to any Nation ho have 
received the light of the Goſpel! Bleſſed be 
God! there are many ſerious and thinking 
Men, who are convinced of the Nerefity and 
great 1 of pablic Worms wares 5 
e 
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5 be 1 — ene e 4 1 | 
thriftical Liberties 1 nit 

But though Men, in 1 are ER 

that public Devotion. is Lac Re necel/ary, 


ef the utmoſt importance, yet 5 difter much 
pe 


in their opinions of the method zrming it; 
and when a ydung Chriſtian; beholds ſo man 
different Secfaries, all of them Tenacious, « 


their own, Opinions, it is enough, to Hagge h 
| in his Notions. of Religion, and to create da 
in his Mind what courſe to purſue. In fh 
Cale, let him conſider what trac Religion is. 
What does the: Lord require. d, bim; but, ted 
Fuftly, z love Mercy, and to walk. en w 
best Cod. And to this let him add 2 firm and 
: putts e Mens: and atigſactio 
e ENG 


excite Depot in — / piqus Mind. 
Let the Advocates. for - Extempore. 73 

4 them if they can. We ſee, that not- 
withſtanding the Tk 7. autoligy, and 
Weakneſs of them. which evidently demonſtrate 
that they are fidt the dictates of the Holy Spirit, 


ec Men eredulous enough. to look upon 


OK 891 | 8 2 ; them 


\ 


132 The Nature and Reafonableneſs of = 


them ar fuch ; though, if they wou'd but re- 
flect, they muſt know that they do not praß 
themſelves: Their Teachers pray indeed, but 


only hear Prayers in the very ſame manner 


ing or conver/ing with God, unleſs I ſpeak to 
him my/eif; ' unleſs my ow2 Soul diſcourſe with 
him, I cannot be faid to Pray. For no one can 
be fo Senſeleſs as to Imagine, that if I was in 
ne $1 with two Perſons who were diſcour/ing 
together, and not utter a Word to ' either of 
them, that I di/courſed with them. And is it 
not ſtrange, that ſo groundleſs a Conceit, ſhou'd 
ever enter into Men's Heads, as that hearing 
another Pray ſhou'd be Praying? Yet it is 
manifeſt, from daily Experience, that the gene- 
rality of Mankind do think that they Pray, | 


' 
to 


when they only hear another Pray. © 


Mie have a form of Prayer, and the Congre- 
gation may, if they Pleaſe, make themſelves 
perfectly acquainted with it before hand, and 
may join with the Miniſter in every Word, and, 
by that means, make both theirs and his a joint 
Prayer. But a Man that offers up an extempore 


Prayer, or one of his own Compoſing; only Prays 


Bimſelſ, and the Minds of his Hearers muſt be 
conſtantly employ d to know what he is going 
to ſay, and judging of it; conſequently, never 
can have time themſelves, by the direction of 
their own Minds to God, to offer up any part 


of hie Prayer; much leſs can the Min 


the 
| . hear the Sermon. Now, as Prayer is ſpeat- 


e SO OW oO 2 PEE on 


ers and 
People's 


RODS me so 


2. 3 J 


can tell what han . — ſay. 


But notwithſtanding * we bs: 4 elt 7 


. Liturgy, yet it is too viſible that 


in our Churches do not Pray. If we may judge | 


from outward Appearance, we may conclude 


that when People are Gazeing about them, 
Whiſpering, Lolling, or uſing any zrreverent - 
 Poſtures, that they do not direct their Minds to 
God while: the Miniſter is repeating the Wards : 
And, when they do not, they cannot be ſaid to 
| Pray. A Man may draw near t Gad with Bir 
Lips, and his Heart be far from Him ; his Mind . 


vb. 3p, 


5 n be a joint at Projer, becauſe he muſt have 7 
+ actually eu wy every: part of i _ ne iN 4 


— 


may be intent upon orber things And, when 
this is the Caſe, it is downright Mackery, con- 0 


ſequently a very great Sin. 


As there can be no Religion withious Mods f 


or Ceremony, ſo no pious Chriſtian will neglect to 


compl y with the decent Ceremonzes of the Churth, | 


ſuch as 4neeling at Prayers, and fanding when 


we ſing the Praiſes of our great Creator. "When 


People neglect to do this, it is no uncharitable 
Aſſertion to ſay, they have then no thoughts of 


God at all, at leaſt, if they have, they are ee ü 


Logſe and Profane. 
We ſee then, that God is toekie mon up 


and that not privately only, but in a public and . 
ſocial Manner; and, according to St. Paul, it 


muſt be done decently; and in order. Some time 


_ of 3 muſt be n and ſet 


Pas 


apart d 
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apart for this purpoſe; and this, by general 
Practice of Chriſtians, is one Day in ſeven. The 
Fews, by divine appointment, obſerved. the 
 Jeventh Day, but that Obligation terminated 
with the Hebrew Nation ; for Chrif, after com- 
pleating the work of our Nedemption, by riſing 
on the #r/t duy o the week, and afterwards: by 
his miraculous Mifhon of the holy Ghojt, on the 
rn day of the week, which we this day Camme- 
morute; Chrift, I ſay, by this Means, tranſ- 
lated the religious Obſervation of the ſeventh 
Day to the ir day of the week + And the moral 
| Obligations of the fourth Commandment, with 
regard to the Jewiſh Sabbath, are hh bind 
ing on that of the Chriftian. A 
On this Day, we are not to folloy our Game 
ations, but are to reſt from our Lebours,: not 
only aurſelvet, but our Servants, and our Cattle; 


- 


FCC Ty © Wo Cn ny oor” 


8 * ; 
= 
8 
> 7 
238 
* . 
PSS 
* 
5 1 
Fs a 
9 
. = 
PE 
4 3 
0 o 
[1 
1 
1 
FR 1 
1 . 
5 * i 
Fork 
5 
£1 N 
bo : 
' 
* * , 
* "143 * 
1 : 
5 
n 
* 
241 
8&4 
=” 
23 8 5 
* 
bob 
a * t 
„ 
* „ F 
by y * wp : 
K 2 4 
f 4 
2 1 
N } 
4 
C * £ o 
r [ - 
£ 
E 
* 
2 | 
NE 
+4&.5 
123 
4 
o en” 4 4 
"I | 
(2 £4 10 c 
3 
7 
* q 
8 » 
As 
0 
5 4 
7 . F 
. — 
* 
45 * 
+» 
* 
p iy F 


1 

= 

. 

84 : 

#4 

1% ; 
Br 
. *2 
E 
2 
RR 

+8 : 

I 


Sara 


4 k by which we ſhall obſerve the two-incumbent 
| Obligations of Piety and Mercy. And. what 
| Day can be ſo proper for Chriftians to afſemble 
| together and Worſhip God, as that on which 

their Redeemer roſe: i the Dead? Since, on ar 

this glorious event, all their Hopes, all their he 

Pro, * and the truth of e ee ſel 

ends. ö If 

— from what Has bern obſarvid; this Aut Pl 

be the natural Concluſion, that to obſerve a ſtated gr 

Form and time of Worthip, and to perform it av. 


With decency, is highly reaſonable; becauſe it va 
erte up in our Minds a conſtant Bene of our no 
OE | OO» = gependance 8 


But a Man that attends the public Worſt af 
God, may, by the Lectures which'are there de- 
| livered, 'be put upon his Guard againſt the 
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before bim; uherens the Wicked is fo proud that: 


he b uretb not for: God, neither it God in all bit 


Thoughts: He neglects the means of Grare, and. 
by" 1 doing, grows every day more lagfe in his 
notions of Piety and Virtneee .. 2. 


dangerous dnares of Vice, which are laid open 


to the view of the unguarded and inconfiderate:s. . 


Virtus is exalted; Vice 97791 oſed; and the duties of 
Morality are enforced by the glorious Sanctions 


: fea} Hel / * 2 60 he Good, and eee 


Miſery tothe tel... e beet 
\ e it is altvwito all Anden chat publig 
Sermans are very uſeful and fit Inſtructions for 


uſeleſs with. reſpect to Men of 1 
and Reſſodiun. That is, in plain Engliſh, 
are of no Service at all; for who is the Man, 11 
he may judge for himſelf, that will place hin- 
ſelf in the Claſs of the Ignorant and Tho ughrleſs? 
I fear, if this was to be z as a ſufficient 


plea of Alſencs, we ſhou'd have but 4 en Quan: WE 


tion; for people wou'd ſtay/at home to 


grega 


avoid being thought Ignorant. But ee of 


vanity. muſt not be admitted; becauſe there is 


ng, Mary fo wp read to — memory ſome im- 


portant 


|; 2 
; { — 
: : 
4. * 6 


dependunci upon God; and the Obligations we owe; 
| bins It is this hich influences the Condasd 
olfia good Man, and makes him \/et Gad:ahaays: 


the Hulgar and Ignorant; but We are told that 
they are 
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never confidered ; and ee es in a 1 fairly 
adapted to their own 
fequently, Lu lead them. to, to good — worthy 


Actions. 33 
No Man is RY e Maſter of every 


Subject, as that nothing New. can be ſuggeſted | 


to him, and as Prejudice and Prepoſſeſjion are 


mibfortunes that attend the moſt finiſhed Edu: 
cation, ſomething in a ſtudied diſcourſe, may 


be offered, if not immediately to. enlarge his. 
underſtanding. at leaſt to put him upon a cool 
Examination, by which his wrong Bias may be 
removed. i» 10 1 e 

However, after all, prlblie Lettures muſt be, 
looked upon by far the leſs noble and ſublime. 
part of divine Service, if it can be called any 
part of it at all; though, by ſome Sectaries, the, 


Sermon is thought to be the Principl- part of 
their public Worſhip ; at leaſt, one wou d imagine 


ſo, ſince their whole Service . Aol 
entirely of Preaching. _ 
Hut a judicious Perſon, wil. eafily perceive, 


that the als: deſign of public Lectures, is to 
perſuade Men, by proper arguments, to a con- 


Rant attendance upon the public Worſhip, and to 
every other Chriſtian Duty; therefore, to attend 
to a Sermon, and, in a Manner, neglect the 
Prayers, is to confound the Means with the End, 
which is a manifeſt le 

Men 


portant Truths may not bei diſcovered ; or, at 
leaft, repreſented in a light in which they were 


hich, con- 


„ 


gu 


4 * 
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2 In their wwor/dly Concerns, they are fe 


they are raſb and credulous ; in worldly. 4 


Public, Minus. 1387 
Men thou'd be careful, when 8 come 12 


* Houſe of God, that it be with a defign 


Worſhip bim, and not only out ut of Curley 
hear. a Sermon, as I fear, too fr 
many idle People are Mere * 3 _ 
never, put. their foot within fide a Church 


| unleſs it be through A Caſe of Neceſtity 4 115 


not all that corruption of Morals, 5 has 
overſpread this agdom, owing. to the negleft. 
of this important duty of 21 Warſhip,?. 

Many there are, who, by this ne glect, have 
blotted out of their Minds aft düctinstion be 
tween Good and Evil, and Af commenced 


debaſed their notions of Nell gion, as to 
n it as a duty that may be obſerved b 


| and deliberate Libertines. They have 
920 8 
look upo 


the bye, wn we * — their Plegſures nor their 


ee interfere. They have clouded. their 
eaſon- fo far as to take a Pleaſure in deceiving. 


| themſelves. in thoſe 1 points that are of the 
higheſt Con/equence to WOE? as if the ſafeſt 


way to avoid a Precipice, was to fun blind-fold 


nt and timerous ;. in their religious Condud, 


they deliberately weigh every Circumſtance ; F | 


in Religion, they are ſo far from thinking or 


reflecting, that they venture their immortal 
Treaſures upon occaſtanal Reflections. 5 
Theſe are the Characters of ſuch as regard 
not God, but make him 0 a ſecondary or 
| N OO fub> 
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fubſervient Deity, and facrilegiouſly beſtow upon 


Senſe and Appetite, that Worſhip to which he 
alone has a Claim. 
To Men of this Stamp, all arguments drawn 
from Religion, will prove uſeleſs and unavailing, 
and it will be next to an Impoſibility to make 
them entertain the moſt 22 thought of a 
Reformation; becauſe they do not perceive 
their d:;/order, but rather approve of their Con- 
duct; and, unleſs our irregularities are clearly 


feen, and deeply lamented, we muſt. for ever 
remain Incurable. 


Aſtoniſhing ! That Main: 1 boaſts of his 
Reaſon, ſhou'd act ſo trifling and inconfiderate 


a part; ſhou'd be ſo careleſs of his eternal Con- 
cerns, not to ſay, bent upon his own Deſtruction. 


However, let us not all be thus Inconfiderate, 
but rather let us be perſuaded to act as becomes 


2 enable Creatures, by a frequent and chearful 


charge of this reaſonable and important Duty 
of fectal Worſhip ; and then we ſhall be better 
fitted to join ih tranſporting and ineffable 


delight) among the heavenly Hoſt, in ſinging 


eternal Hallelujabs, under the Smiles of our 


God and Redeemer, To whom be aſcribed, & c. 


. 
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SERMON 


SERMON I, 


on THE. 


5 Governing Providence of GOD, | 


Preached in che 5 | 8 


ISLAND of JAMAICA, 


ON THE 


Fas AST - ' DAY, appointed in memory off the 


Grear STorm, which happened there on 
the 28th of AUGUST, 1712. 
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currence of Attoms. 
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have returned to its primitive Chaos, 
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12 
n 


_ Revelations xix. part of the 6th and wes. 


Hallelujah : For the Lord God omnipotent 


— 


ngueth. Let us be Glad and Rejape. . 


— 


— C4 42> FY ——— 


» * 


F ve take a ſurvey of Mankind in the Ma- 
JF joruy, we will find, that it is the univerſal 
opinion, that this World was formed by an 
eternally exiſting Creator. And the reaſon is, 
becauſe no Man, in his Senſes, cou'd aſcribe 


that which hath all the Characters of a wile 


| defign and contrivance imprinted on it, to the 


effect of blind Chance, or the fortuitious con- 


* 


But you will find many, in all Ages, and of 


— ry 


every religious perſuaſion, fo perplexed about 


the good and evil Accidents of Life, as to doubt 
whether this Creator gives liimſelf any concern 


in governing the World now he has made it. 
And yet, what can be more abſurd ; or more 


evidently diſplay the ſhort-fightednefs of Man ? 


If there was no ſupreme Intelligence; no pro- 
vidential Eye over the Univerſe ; it muſt ſuffer 
infinite Diſtractions, undergo numberleſs Cala- 
mities ; and, before an Age cou'd paſs, muſt 


1 


* e 
It muſt be granted, to beſure, that the fame 


divine power that created all things in the be- 
ginning, might have commanded, that they 


ſhouꝰ d continue in the ſame regularity and order 


to the end of Time, without the continual In- 
terpoſition of . Providence to ſupport them 80 
indeed, the Almighty, if he pleaſed, might ſtill 


Create Man at full Stature, as he did Adams 
But, is it a Reaſon becauſe he could, that he 


ought to do ſo? He might have ordered the 


Garden of Eden to have produced all the necef- 


ſaries of Life, and to have retained its primitive 


Verdure and prolifick Quality, without being 
cultivated by Adam: But, as it wou'd have 
ſhared the fate of all Gardens, being-negle#ed, . 


which are always over-run with Weeds, and 


unfit for. uſe till dreſſed and cleanſed : So it is 


with this glorious Fabrick of the World, and 
the infinitely variety of Creatures in the upy 

and lower. Regions: They are not preſerved 
in their original Splendour and Beauty without 
a divine Superintendant: No, they are go- 


verned” and ſupported by a power and provi- 


dence, Admirable and Stupendious. - 


Beſides, how is it confiſtent with the Attri-- 
butes of Power and Goodneſs to be preſent in 
every place, where many wiſe momentous things 


are to be done, and yet do nothing at all ? 


| Action is the Glory of every. Being. Idlenefs : 
and Eaſe are marks of weakneſs and imperfetFion. 


And, if it be more Majeſtic in an earthly Prince 
| "7% 


4 + * 
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to exerciſe his Power, daily, in dis Good, 
rather than to ſtifle it in an inglorious Indolence, 
ſurely, it muſt be a ſublime degree of Goodneſs, 
in the King of Kings, to fit at the helm of this 
floating Univerſe, and to ſtear it its motions 
with a ſteady and unerring hand. q 

We may, with as great propriety, imagine a 
Sun in the Firmament without heat or /ight, as 
a living Ged ſurrounding; and penetrating all 
things, without ever exerting his active Powers, 
or ſhedding forth his vital Influence upon them. 

Life is an active principle. And as God is the 

fountain of Life, is ever Active, and is in all 
places; he muſt, of courſe, operate every where: 
And, if he operates every where, that operation 
is a univerſal Providence. 

All Nations of the World, ſays holy David, 
ſhall remember and turn unto the Lord: And all 
the kindreds of the Nations ſhall Worſhip before 

thee. And he aſſigns a Reaſon for their ſo 

doing; for, ſays he, the Kingdom is the Lords : 

And he is the Governor among the Nations. But 

to what purpoſe do they Worſhip him, if the 

ord is not preſent ? Or, if he is preſent, if he 

will not Ad, nor Concern himſelf, about the 

affairs of this World, it muſt be a vain and idle 

„ thing to offer up any Prayers to him; conſe- 
gquently, the Whole race of Mortals, excepting a 

for profeſſed Atbeiſts muſt be branded dn 


jp — Supiaity... $23 . 
| As 


of O D. 


As for his bein g Governor among the Nations, EY 
a Log might anſwer the purpoſe as well, if he 


does not exert his Attributes. For what doth 


that Wiſdom fignify, that contrives nothing? 
Or that Power which performs nothing? Or 
that Goodneſs which is good for nothing'? - Or 
that Juſtice which diſtributes nothing? In 
ſhort, that Deity who hath neither Wiſdom, a 
Power, Goodneſ5, nor Fuſtice; or, which ie the 


fame thing, whO makes no manner of 2, of 


them, is no better than a dead and ſenſeleſs Idol, 
unworthy of the regard of a rational Being 


But this general Cuſtom of Prayer, which 


prevails in al/ Nations, is a ſtrong preſumption, . 


that there is a univerſal active Mind which 


promps Mankind to rely upon and implore his 
protection: At leaſt, it is a convincing. Prof. _ . 


that the World, in general, allows a divine 


Providence; and it was this religious Perſua- 


ſion, that led the legiſlative Body of this Hand 


to enact the ſolemn Obſervance of this Day. 1 


And, if Atheiſts and Infidels, (by whom, I mean 
- thoſe who deny a Revelation will but conſult - 


Plato, - Socrates,” and many other.heathen Di- 


vines, upon this important Point; they may, 
perhaps, be perſuaded by thoſe, ( 1 
deſpiſe the Chriſtian who adviſes them) to lay 
aſide their fngularity, an to unite in the general 
a Opinion and en Eo . 


33 . 


# Jamaica, | + 28 Auguſt, 
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But, as for thoſe who. are Chriſtians, - and 


. I wou'd hope, entirely make up the 


preſent wee I muſt obſerve, that next 
to the exiſtencè of God, and the veracity of his 
Word, the belief of his real Providence enlarges 


the Mind, and gives us a juſt Apprehenſion of 


that Power, by which we — daily furrounded 


nn proſecution. of 
this Subject, I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate as 
brief as poſſible, that Angel and Men, both 


Good and Evil, are under the peculiar Govern- 


ment and Controul of the re That the 
2 Luminaries, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
ate kept in their regular Courſe and Order by 
his infinite Wiſdom and Power: That the 
Earth, the Air, and the Seas, with all their 
ſtores. and furnitures, are ſo far from being 
beneath his notice, that he often excites them to 
Move and Aci to the Aſtoniſhment and Con- 
viction of the moſt hardened of the Sons of Men. 
In order to this, I ſhall have recourſe tò thoſe 


facted Records which are the foundation of our 
Faith; as they ſhou d be of our Pradtice. - + 


We have a great variety of beautiful — 
auth deſcriptions of God's univerſal Rule, in the 
holy Seriptures, particularly in the Book of 


| Elle. The Lord bath prepared bis Throne in 


the Heavens, aud his Kingdom ruletb over all, 


«Bleſs the Lord all ye his Angels, that excel in 
wire en 8 that do 41 U nn een 


Eee | 7 : 


HP 


. 


YO wi ey Wo, 


F 
8 
8 
f 
1 
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creeping things and "flying owl. Kings, Princes, 
Mas 


7 ay T2 409 oy 


o P. aw 


40 the. Vice of his Word. Bleſs tb Lord all ye 


his Hoſts, ye Mi mifters that da bis Pleaſure. 


Ble fs. the 3 all his Works, in all-places of bis 


Deminions. But in the 148th P/alm, we are 
called upon, in a moſt pathetic: and elegant 
manner, to Praiſe the Lord. There the glo- 
rious Angels in the heights of Hauen, are 
called upon ; together with Sun, Moon, and 
Stars of Light: The Heaven of Heavens, and 


N. Aer, e are hat 16.9 the He eavVens, Drageus ated 


all Deeps : Fire and Hail, Snow and Vapours, 
Storms and Tempeſt:: Beaſts and all Cattle, 


ae of the Earth. Young Men and 
old Men and C bildren , are excited to 
praiſe the Lord, whoſe Glory is above the Earth 
and Heavens ; 3 who 1s righteous in all bis Ways, 


and holy in all his Morde; u bo julfilleth the : _ 
Agfire of them that fear bim; wpll a Yo hear new 5 
5 | Cry and will fave them. Y 


80 that here is a general Summons 0 1 15 


whole Univerſe ; and a particular Encourage- 
ment to all the rational Inhabitants thereof, to 


: pay their Homage to their awful Maker and 


FOUCrNOY.. 
It may not be improper to obſerve to you, 


N it Bas been, and is „i the Opinion of 


many learned and judicious Men, that God 


diſpoſes and conducts moſt of the remerkable 
Events and Occurrences of this lower World, 
= 0 the _— of invi ws * 1 | 


8 Many 
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Many of the antient Philoſophers, being at 2 


| lob to account for the origine of Evil; through 
what contingency, neceſſity, or permiſſion, it 


firſt came; and being once come, ſhould ſtill. 


continue in the World ; have aſcribed it to the 


claſhing and alternately prevailing power of 
good and evil Spirits; and this Opinion is 


N ſtrongly ſupp Ya in diverſe places of the. ſacred 
Writings For as to the good Angels, they ate 
expreſſſy called the Miniſters of the Lord, that. 


do his. Pleaſure. And we have very early ac 


counts of thoſe glorious Agents being employ'd 


to Serve or Puniſh ; to Defend or Deere a good | 


or perverſe race of Mortals. 


Sullice. 
I would willingly avoid the leaſt ſuſpicion of 


Treſpaſſing upon the Honour and Chaſtity of 
the Chriſtian Religion. Therefore ſhall- de- 

cline taking notice of Apparitions ſent to 8 
cular Perſons on ſecret and ſpecial Meſſages: 


Becauſe, it may be objected, that Ens bfi : 


and Superſtition too frequently uſürp the throne 
of Reaſon ; the one keeping the Soul under the 
Bondage of implicit Faith; the other of fanta/- 
tical Fear. I ſhall therefore, only remark 
where thoſe divine Meſſengers were ſent on 
great and aſtoniſhing Occaſions. 

As, firſt, it was an Angel, at the 8 of 


the Lord, that 47 Midnight, finote all the firſt. 


Born of the Fs Siem n the firſt Born of 
1 Phoraob 


0 


An Inſtance or two, in both reſpotts may | 


0 4 0 Ds, + 8 2 147 | 


Phitranh that: fat- en 'the Throne; NOTE frft 
Born of the Captive" that was' in the Dungeon; 3 
2 likewiſe, all the firſt Born q Cattle. 

Again, when the Lord was offended at David : 
for numbering the People, and was determined 
to puniſh him, either with the Famine, Sword, 
or elne: After David had made choice of 
the Peſtilence, we are told, that God ſent an 


ng, the Lord bebeld- — repented him of 
the Evil, and ſaid. to tbe Angel that deſtroy dz 
tis enough, flay now thine hand : And the An gel 
H the — 2 at the threſhing-floor of 8 | 
the Febuſite. And David lift up bis Eyes, and 
ſaw the Angel of the Lord heh between the 
Eeorth and _ Heaven; having a drawniSword 
"A his hand ſtretched forth over Jeruſalem 
It was an Angel that guarded: the paſſage of 
| Eden after Adam and Eve were turned out for 
their Tranſgreſſion. And they were the fame 
heavenly Meſſengers who were ſent to Lat, to 
acquaint him with the deſign of God to deſtroy 
Sodom and Gomorrab. In ſhort, —— 
Inſtances might be given. of the Agency of good 
Angels who are commiſſioned, by, theix glorious 
Lord, to tranſa&t many awful Paſſages in the 
n courſe of Providence. And it ſhou d be a great 
; comfort to good Men to reflect, that they are 
f | under the tuition - and guardianſhip, of theſe 
. invisible Friends from their enterance into the 


2 Fr, 3 .* N 0 0 


@ a Ro 


* 


Angel to Jeruſalem to defray it ; and as he ag 10 


of | World, till their arrival in Glory, Tale herd. 
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Bays. O3-4P; char ye _dediſtnct one of theſe Meri 
AY for I Jay unts you; that in Heaven, their 


neck ds always bebold the face of my Father 


N if th Heaven. They kindly Watch over 
tis Nigkit and Pay, Fa er, e waking; at 
times and ſeaſons Ur we are not aware of: 


For We are t6ld that rb Ange! of the Lord 


 Dleavipeth round about them that fear bim, and 
Bl »>eth them. And at the cloſe of this frail 
Life; they give their faithful and friendly 
Attendance on out diſſolution, to conduct out 
Halted Spirizs, through Regions unknown to 


us, unto the heavenly Manſions : For, when 
L#2a+irs died, br was carried by the ro ite 


Az alem Be. 

And as there are god ry hire ars ae rel 
Angels moving to and fro upon the Barth and the 
Ait, whoſe Gay Study is to annoy and Tuin 
Mankind. 


The Devi. is called the Peined of the hwy af 
| Hhe At-; and we find, that having obtained 


leave of the Lord to afflict Fob, one way among 
diverſe others that he took; Was to raiſe a Storm 


 Wilderbeſs; which note the four Corners 
bs Hane where the Sons and Daughters 


Fob were aſſempled, o Tg it fell jew buried 


them in the Ruins. 


In a word; this World 18 a cOmmion JT Arazye; 8 
" | 


where good and bad Men, good and evil Auge 
c their — parts aceordin g as they are 
5 * 


of Wind, and fend a violent Guft from the 


1 3 5 WS 1 i ; | ; 
b ke" Wy a 3 


them with. faculties capdble:t6; producy 
events. i& 2 bai 2 775 427 2k 1 1 

But not e theſe enen / Beings, but the | 
| celeftial Luminaries are under the dominion and 


a Time, to 
awful Creator. 11 -.03 88 


A 
8 
149 
, 
* - 


of G: 0 D. l 
itted or ie by he ſove 


* power of God. For whether fe. 
are directtd, or evil Angels. permrffed —_ 
about the ſeveral incidents of Lafe ; ver till at 
is the Almighty ' Sovereign, that either Iſucg out 
the Order, 2 the permyfor. Nor ig n 


any diminution of his Gary that ſuch: mige 
things ſhou d be done by. the Angelic Power ; 
it rather redounds more to the Honour of God 


that he hath made: ſuch Creatures, and ae ach 


direction of God; and of this, the Lord gave a 
ſignal demonſtration in the Days of Jqſbua, 
when tbe Sun and Mopnflood fill a and ceaſed for 
to purſue. the courſe 1 them bet: their 


And, as the An ** . 1 Nals fo 


the G/obe of this Barth. and the ir that fills 


the valt ſpace between nne 


| are under the divine influence. and direction. 


One Inſtance may ſervs for all to-give us 


TT gata un in this Point. And that is the me- 


morable Deluge, (whether x , br univerſal; 


is not material) in the Days of Noah; when 


God broke up the bounds of the Sea, and 


dpened the fldod-gates of Heaven to N 2 
| ſean race of ex. (IISED: 


= 
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But Job gives us 2 moſt lofty: and elegant 


ption of the Power and Providence of the 


C reator: He ftretcheth out the North over the 
empity Place, and bangeth the Earth upon«.no- 
thing. He bindeth up the Waters in his thick. 


Clouds; and the Cloud is not rent under them. 
The pillars of Heaven tremble, and are aftonifhed 


et bis 's eproof. Lo. theſe are parts of his ways, 
but how little a portien 1s heard of him? But. 


the thunder of. bit power who can underftand-?. 
And, peaking after the manner of Men, the 


Lord is repreſented as bringing the Wind out 


of his Treaſuries, as if it had been, laid up in 


Store, only to be nee aut an ſome 


if pecial Occaſions. 


Thus have I laid 3 you God's * 
and permiſive Providence, as running through 


the whole Untverſe, from the higheſt rank of 


Beings to the loweſt and cane ng that 


are therein. 


Give me a e more ub your b Bebi wk 
pen ly whilſt I apply — has been ſaid, to 


the occaſion of the preſent Solemnity ; Which 


is to commemorate an aſtoniſhing Storm of 


Mind which fell out 54 Years ago, as on the 


Morning of this Day. It is not the deſign of 


this Solemnity, to repreſent the ruin and deſo- 


lation that then threatened the Inhabitants of 


this Mand; & or to fill your Minds with that 


Horror and Amazement which made tho 
Routen 


3 VVʒàMuᷓ Jamaica, 


N „ E 
? 


0. 8 0 D. * 


ſtouteſt Ae to candles and, J dare f 


cauſed many profiigate Wretches to Pray unto 
the Lord, who were not a to call . — _ 


85 ame. : 
Such a Revrefeiiaclon-i is out of the. power e 


Art to deſcribe ; nothing can truly paint it 


unto you, but ſuch another dreadful” Sight, 


which it is the deſign of this Day, to implore 

the Almighty to avert from us. May the 
Lord God hear our Prayer, and grant that none 
of us may ever feel the dre Power of __ 


a tempeſtuous Wind! 


The obſervance is of: great uſe to der ap's 2 
lively Senſe of ſuch Judgments upon our 


Minds; which became the ſubject of Reaſon, 


of cool Thoughts, and wile Coniiderntivn, 


when the terror and frightfulneſs of it was over. 


_ Judgments, (and ſuch I call all Calamities 


of this Nature) cou d never make a laſting 


Reformation in the World, were we concerned 


to remember them no longer than we feel the 


Smart of them. And whenever they happen, 


(whether the Cauſe be natural or ſupernatural) 
the Puniſhment is the ſame; and is attended 

with the ſame moral inferences or inſtructions. 
| Puniſhment ends with the Smart; and that 


puts an end to all whining and tragical Com- 


plaints. hut this a/one is the diſcipline -of | 
Fools and Brutes. The Hſtructios is for Men, 


and this is to laſt as long as Memory, Thought, 
and Reaſon exiſts, What could this Storm: 
1 teach 
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teach thoſe who /aw and felt it, which it doth 
not teach a wiſe Man till? And what thoughts 
and devout Paſſions were proper then, which 
are not on hit Day, a ſuitable expreſſion and 
motive to our Devotion? For, is not God the 
Jame ſtill? A juſt, a righteous Judge, who is 
angry with the wicked every Day, though he do 
not every Day bend his bow, and let fly kis | 
raul? . 5 
Though he Fs not every. So appear in his T 
terrible Majeſty, riding upon the Cherubims, and 
flying upon the Wings of the Wind. Vet, me- | 
thinks, ane ſuch example might - ſerve us for th 
ſome Ages, without expecting or deſiring to be ing 
led to our Duty by a repetition of ſuch dreadf ul up 


Terrors. Ri 

But 1 really belions that Fx intention of our def 
Lawgivers, in appointing theſe folemn Aſem- to 
blies, would be more effectually anſwered, were ave 


it not for a confuſed and uncertain kind of hin 
Infidelity, which aſcrihes all ſuch Calamities to of 
the diſaſters of Nature, and leads Men to be Eye 
more intent upon the M eapon than upon him y ject 
that Strikes. I Natu 7 taken in * abſtract, He 

is an Expreſſion for the Deity; and the courſe by 

of Nature, as it is commonly called, means no pern 
more than the regularity of þis works who fam 
made and governs all things. And, whatever Let 
: noiatelbgene natural Cauſes may ſeem to Effect, | God 

it is not, in reality, done by them at all, but by ther 
the Prov dence af God. : - ff they 

Fe Ws » at 085 
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That the Sun runs its Courſe: every day, is as 
ſtrictly and properly the hand of God, as that it 


ſtood ftill at the deſire of Foſhua; and therefore,. 


if we muſt have Nature to be ſomething di ferent” 2 


from the Ruler of the Univerſe, whenever we 
ſee Earthquakes, Storms, and Floods, involve a 


whole Community in one general Ruin, we 
muſt not think that it is Nature working per- 
verſely or erroniouſiy; but overpowered by a 


ſuperior Rival, and by the juſtly GEE. anos 8 5 


Foree of another Nature. 

All natural Cauſes, are Effects produced by 
the Governing Providence of the Supreme Be- 
ng, who often cauſes his Judgments to fall 
upon Sinners, that they may thereby learn 
Righteouſneſs. Let not the Libertine then, 
depend ſo far upon his Power and Wealth, as 
to think they are able to ſhield him from the 
avenging Arm of the Almighty; neither let 
him think that any Darkneſs, (even the ſhadow 


of Death) can ſcreen him from the all-ſeeing* 


Eye of God! And let all thoſe who are pro- 
jecting Schemes of worldly Wealth, adding 
Houſe to Houſe, and Field to Field, calling them 
by their -0wn Names, endeavouring thereby to 
perpetuate their Memory, neglecting at the 
ſame Time, the weighty concerns of the S 
Let ſuch, I ſay, conſider how eaſily a powerful 


God can bury them in their Houſes, or entomd 5 


them in that Earth, upon which x4 had fixed | 


their Hearts and Names. 


2] 1% | But 


. Governing.” Providence 


But to compare ſmall e great for a 
Mament ; let us conſider, that if the Storm of 
Wand; (Which we now commemorate) was ſo 
dreadful as to fill all thoſe who ſaw it, with 


Horror and Aſtoniſhment, think how dreadful 


that = es Muſt be, when all things ſhall: be 


Aiſſalved; the Heavens paſs away with a great 


Waiſe, and the Elements melt with' fervent Heat, 
the Barth and the things. that are therein, burnt 
up What horror muſt ſeize the Souls of Sinners, 
when the Arch- Angel, with the Trump gf God, 
ſhall h2ake- the whole Creation; when they 
ſhall call upon the Rocks and Mountains: to fall 
upon them, to hide them from the Wrath of God, 
aud tbe Lamb? Then they will ſee, (alaſs too 


late!) their extream Folly and Madneſs in 


truſting to the periſhing enjoyments of a World, 
the Faſhion of which fo ſoon paſſeth away. = 
hut to a good Man, it is matter of great Joy. 
2nd Comfort, that God is gracious and merciful, 


lee to. Anger, and of great Kindneſs. He de- 
lights much to 3 his Glory in acts of 


Goodneſs and Bounty to his Creatures. 
Judgment are his ftrange Work which takes 
the ſignal execution of them ſo very rare and 
extraordinary. And the way to have them rare. 
is not to forget them ; to learn Righteouſneſs 


by the Calamitics-of others; to fear and trem- 


ble before that God, who is terrible in his An- 
er, and has all the miniſters hu) TONER at 


| lis Command. 
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God grant that this, and every other Day's 


bunten of the well diſpoſed in this Maud, 
may ſo effectually prevail upon the Almighty, 
that he may take the whole into his protection, 
for the ſake of the few Righteous that are 


amongſt us. In the confident expectation of 


which, let us join with the P/a/mzft, firſt in 
turning to God; and then fing with him, God 
ts our Refuge and Strength, à very Preſent help 
in Trouble; therefore we need not fear tho" the 
Earth be Moved : And though the Hills v's care 
FP into the midjt of the Sea. Amen. | £20 
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tis The Danger of Indulging that Sin 


| Hebrews xii. . gort 15 the a8 Verſe. . | 
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N order to give you 2 Ys light into ho 
I: meaning of my Text, I think it neceſfary to 
obſerve to you, that in the foregoing Chapter, 
bb, Paul having recited a number of examples 
eminent for ern and conſtancy; who (as : 
he tells us) y their Faith ſubdued Kingdoms, | © 
turned Armies to flight ; flopped the mouths of 
 £70ns 7, #ndurea cruel Mockings and Scoufgings ; 
and aired about in Defarts and Mountains, 
clad in the feins of Sheep and Goats ; of whom the il — 
World was not worthy; and for Tobom God bad 9 
prepared à City. Let us, fays the Apoſtle, 5 
_ ſeems, we are cumpuſſad abaut with ſo. great «& | 
Cloud of W neſs ; let us lay 7 1, every weight, | 
and the fin that doth fo eafily beſet us, and let us WY, 
_ run-with. patience," the race that is fet before us. 
A Scheme of Speech that plainly alludes to the F 
_ exerciſes of the Antients, Wherein Wreſtling and 
_ © other feats of Manhood were performed. The 
Metaphoris obvious upon the flighteſt Inſpection, | 
Let us lay aſide, not only every weight that 
fits bead upon and preſs us, but alſo = 5 . 
which 


PO Et PULSE IL ee . r 8 


| difted to ſome: peculiar Duſt 3 hab ths beloved 


To which we're mb ld 159: 


which like a long Garment, hangs: about the 
Aﬀettions, and entangles our F ger FR of : 
the race that is ſet befare uu. 

__ © Thoſe „ins which promiſe: . Prei or N } 
ſure are, of all others; the moſt: likely toprove. - 
the. greateſt Impediment in qur Chriſtian races: 
thole, ok all others, hang about us with the 
_ cleaving Fondneſs: 1 all: others 

are put off with the foreſt reluctance. 
: The. Apgſile therefore, does in * | 
gainſt theſe. He 


Manner, alarm our Caution a 
wou'd. have us. beware, more eſpecially, of that: 
fn, Which brings the ſtrongeſt Temptation Wii 
it; which, perhaps, by long acquaintance and 

familiarity, has got the Aſcendent over us; and; 
is be fin ubich doth ſo eglly beſet us. From 
which Words, 1 an waks * an Salon 
Obſervations. r 


Firſt, I ſhall 3 Hat in every y Man is ad- 


At which doth ſo ea/ily befet BiIsm. 
- Secondly, I ſhall thew the danger of Se 
this Luſt: And, after. making ſuch uſeful re- 


flections as the diſcourſe ſhall naturally lead me 
to, ſhall cloſe all, by enforcing; the Ws pk „ 


exhortation; that ſo we may be por 
efet us; 


lay aſide the fin which doth'ſo 2% 


"Pf then, I am to obſerve: that every Man A 


is addicted to ſome peculiar Luſt; has his bro 


1 25 which doth: ſo af i 15 4 2 | w_— 
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The great end deſign'd by Religion, and that 
which has long been aimed at by the Philgſo- 
pbers, is to frame and faſhion us into ratianal 
Creatures; to make us Men and to teach us to 
AF and Live agreeable to our Natures, by 
| exalting Reaſon into the Throne, and reſcuing 

the Mind, (that noble governing Part of "3 
from the baſe and flaviſh Tyranny of the Fleſh. : . 

But when may we hope to ſee this excellent 
deſign in any tolerable degree accompliſhed ? 
Is there room to compliment human Nature 
Hef any improvement, or advance towards 

Gion? ls it not ſunk deeper. into that 
3 and corruption, which of old, was 


ſo paſſionately complained of, and lamented? 


Wickedneſs and Folly are of our Conſiitu- 5 
tion. Cou'd we diſcover any one without this 


alloy, free from all Impurity; with the _ 
of God freſh and entire upon his Soul; 

muſt conclude him to be ſome other Cee: 

not Man. For who can ſay, I have made my 

Heart clean? I am pure from my Sin? In 

many things we offend all. There is none that: 

doth good and finneth not. This is a melancholy: 

Truth indeed; a truth of which every one 

carries a 7. ofimony i in his own breaſt. 

So it is; the very 69% of Men are — 
about with Infirmities; Paul and Barnabas 
declare. themſelves to be Men of he 1 
with thoſe at Lyſtra. And to convince us that 
ny were indeed, Men of like Paſſions, in the 

| very 
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o which we are moſh Addited.” 


very next Chapter, we read with what violence 
they broke out againſt one another; 7he con- 
tention (ſays the Text) was ſo ſharp between” 
them, that they departed N rhe one ne from. ore 
other, : 
St. Preer's denial of Chrift i is addy an Inſtance 
af our Infirmity, and is therefore interwoven 
with the thread of our Saviour's Sufferings, as a 
caution to 2c to beware of too much Sn 
in our own Goodneſs. IRE 
Good uſe is to be made of the bad! examples 
upon r record in the holy Scriptures; theſe 
things alſo are written for our admonition. 


There we read of the accompliſhed King of 


I/radl, the Man after God's own Heart, whole 
Character is made up of meekneſs and courage, 
wiſdom and piety ; and yet he buried all thoſe 
_ Gloties in his Neighbour's sed; and fixed a 
deep and indelible ſtain upon his Honour with 
the blood of the innocent U#:ah: 80 impotent, 
fo frail a thing is Man. One fleſhly Luſt pres 
vailing, throws down the tottering Fa Abrie of all 


his Virtues. And what ſhall ve do, if fuel _ 


great Men as rhef fall? If the Cedars be 
| ſhaken, how {ball the Reeds 9 12 Bullruſdet of 
Religion ſtand? | 
Thus you fee, that there is no Mortal Sick 
out Sin; and in different Men, different Sins 
prevail. For inſtance, we find Cain ſtigmatized 
in Scripture, for Murder : Simeon and Levi, 
tor 7 9 Coral and his Aſſociates for 
. * — profane- 
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profaneneſs and rebellion : Nebuchadnezzar' 4 
Pride: The Cruelty of Manaſah : The Cove- 
rouſneſs of Baluam : The Perfidy of Fudas, are 
fet forth for Examples. And whoſoever ſhall 
diligently obſerve to what Point his defires lean; 
what his feckicus are moſt warmly provoked 
by; whathoughts ſpring up of themſelves in 

his Mind what imaginations find the moſt | 
welcome entertainment in his breaſt; what 
Objects effect. him with delight, and 3 
ere inflame his Paſſions; I ſay, whoſoever 
ſhall thus inſpect into himſelf, will eaſily diſ- 

cover his darling Luſt; or, in the words of my 
Text, the Sin which doth ſo eafily beſef bim. 

I prefume there is not one but carries about 
ble plentiful matter. of theſe Temptations ; 
which he muſt not expect to be free from till 
this corruptible ſhall have put on incorruption. 
But then, wicked Thoughts, (though conti- 
nually obtruding themſelves, if not conſented 
to) are ſo far, I believe and hope, from being 
Evil, that they are the exerciſe of our Virtue, 
whoſe bufineſs it is to Check and Repel them. 
Utterly to exclude and bar the Door of our 
| Hearts againſt them, is beyond the meaſure of 
fleſh and blood, conſequently not regurred of 
us. So that the difference between one Man 
and another, in this reſpect, lies not Herein, 
that the bad are ſubject to theſe Luſtings and 
the good exempted from them. Both are 


I r Plied with e adapted to 


_their | 


4 


'To 7 we are 19. Ada $67 
the respectively prevailing Luſts; but n 
the bad Man is gently carried down the ſtreamm 
of his vicious N the good Man ruggs 
and rows with all his might againſt it. 
'Tis matter of common Obſervation, FRY 


the Devil is daily watching to take advantage 


of us; ſuiting his Temptations to the different 
Tempers and Circumſtances of Men; applying 
himſelf to the governing Paſfions by the grateful 
Objects of them. Theſe. are the feeble parts of 
our Nature, and therefore the moſt advantageous 
landing port of our ſpiritual Enemy; here he 
finds us ready and difpoſed to receive him; our 
Hearts are open, and our Affections bid 8 
welcome. +712 eo 
It were heartily to be Wi that we were 


as careful to defeat his Attempts, as we are not 


ignorant of his devices. But it goes againſt us 
to Kill and Crucify our beloved Luft, which 
courts us with ſuch bewitching tenders of Sa- 


tisfaction. To cut off the right hand, and pluck 
out the right eye, (in a literal Senſe?) is not a 
greater violence to Nature. But, dear as our 
favourite Sin is, I muſt proceed in the 


Second Place, To ſhew the extreme danger 


of Indulging this our beloved Luſt. 


Virtue has ever been eſteemed a ſteady, con- 


ſtant, and uniform Principle, Therefore, St. 
James tells us, that whoſoever ſhall offend in one 


Point, (ie knowingly, wilfully, habitually, 


offend 4 ts 8 ” all, Cou'd a Man indeed, 


2 0 Carry 
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carry his Obedience ſo far as to ſin but in ene 


Point, (which is the caſe ſuppoſed by St. 
James) yet ſo long as he harbours one darling 
boſom Vice, in hopes that the Eürd will pur- 
don: him in this thing ; all bis Righteouſneſs that 
Se hath dane ſhall not be 2 but in the 
treſpaſs that be hath treſpaſſed, and in the Sin 
four he hath finned, in them fhall he ate. 5 


Till our Duty comes in competition with 
* valuable Intereſt, or prevailing Paſſion, ve 
cannot take the meaſure of it. But where our 


Intereſt or Pleaſure ſtand in competition with 
our Duty, how is every the moſt baſe and 


wretched thing preferred before Chriff ? How. 


often do we determine, as the Jeus did heretos 

fore, not this Man but Barabbas? Such was 

the Poliey of the Gadarenes, who, for fear of 
laoſing their Sine, beſoug ht N that he would 
Cee. out of their.Caafts. 

Is the Sin (preferred before Chriſt ) den 
and uſeful as the right hand? Why, it is no 
extraordinary thing, when the right hand is 
likely. to corrupt the whole Body, — cut it off 

and caſt it from us; that we may preſerve the 
maimed Trunk, and die a little later. And is 
| 83 ſeverity not to be borne in order to fave the · 
| Soul, and ſecure it from the danger of infernal 
Puniſhment? This 3s certain, to enjoy the 
preſent Satisfaction of Sin, and yet to ef 


Damnation, are two things utterly inconſiſtent; I» 


and according to the Word of God, impoſſible. 
. ” . 
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St. Paul has n the- ſeveral; Sins, 
which exclude. from the Kingdom of Ges. 
Be not deceived, ſays he, neither formiauturs, tio 
idelators, nor adulterers, nor gfaminate, mur obu-- 

ers of themſelves with Mankmd, nor thiewes, . 

| covetous, nor drunkards, nor reuilers, nor extar- 

KF 7roners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. © It is 

- FF not neceſſary, it ſeems, in order to the attain- 

| ment of Damnation, that we add to our HDetem- 

* perance, Uncleanneſs ; to Uncleanneſs, Idelathyy 

5 to Idolatry, Extortion; to Extortion, Envy, abd 

V the like; and ſo to complete the dady of Sim, 

in all its parts: One beloved Luſt will ſupply 

ö the want of all the reſt; and as ſurely bring to 
the /ame end, as if a multitude of — Bis" 
were called in to its Aſſiſtance. So one mortal 
ſtab will effectually Kl the Body; without 
mangling every ab- I wou'd nat be under 

here, to mean accidental Failings or 8ur- 

prize, or even ſome deliberate and wilful acts 

of Sin. But this I ſay, every beloved Luſt 

| heartily eſpouſed, indulged, and continued in. 

= defeat all our Hopes of entering: into the 
dom of Heaven. 

e Goſpel Covenant has treaſures of Aung 
for thoſe — have not obeyed the Law, in the 
ſtrictneſs of unerring Obedience. Evangelical 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be accepted where the leg 

is net to be had; but then, we muſt take care 
to make honeſt 5 punctual PO of the 


evangelical. 
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Seeing 


re of nbet th that oY 


hai "REI we 305 of Men are Wribunded 


with Infirmities, Which they can no more part 
with, than they can ſhake off their Fleſh : Can 
it be matter of wonder to any Chriftian, if he 


eeffantlyurged andſtimulated to the commiſſion 
of it? Or need he, as not knowing the cauſe 
of his inward ſtruggle between Inclination and 


Duty, enquire with St. Paul, how it comes to 
_ paſs. that be ſees a law in his Members, warring 


agarinft' the law of his Mind, and bringing him 
into Captivity to the law of Sin This is a 
cafe. far from being new or uncommon. The 
»tmoſt Man can pretend to, is not to fall totally 


and finally. But to get above Temptations, 


out of the reach of the allurements of Senſe is 
(as I ſaid juſt now) beyond the meaſure of 


Fleth:and Blood. What then? Shall we lie 


down in ſloth, complaining of our. weakneſs, 
but uſe no endeavours of recovery? Or, ſhall 
we charge the blame upon God the author of 
Nature? No, he made us upright, depravity 


bnd himſelf not only tempted to Evil, but in- 


and corruption are the work of our own hands. 


Still, at the worſt, our caſe is not deſperate ; 3 
nor are we ſunk into a 7otal Degeneracy. 


Though our Inclinations to Vice are ſtrong ; 


yet it is our fault if we are enſlaved by them. 

To ſwim againſt the current of impetuous 
Sens! and to turn Nature from its bent, it 
muſt be confeſſed, are no eaſy undertakings, 
not to be effected with cold Wiſhes and lazy 


Hands, 
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Hands: But a; vigorous reſolu 29 • 
Bufineſs. Old ſturdy habits will give way. R 

it, much more will it prevail to check our vici -. 
dus Inclinations, and ſtop their ee, into | 

Habits. 6 


25 moſt Der and Precious | to them, and fo 


Eo which we. are moſt Addict, 
tion will don th 


. Let us then, ſearch and examine in rhe i 
our Affections we ſtand moſt expoſed to Temp- 


tation; which Paſſions give the moſt frequent 


alarm to our Virtue ; and what is he Sin that 
doth ſo eafily beſet us. Here lies our greateſt, 


Danger; here then, let us poſt our whole 


Strength, and implore the aſſiſtance of Heaven 
to protect and defend us. Let us not (in the 
Apoſtle's phraſe) beat the Air, but ſingle out 
our t boſom Luſt; and let us level all 


our Arrows againſt it. Let us go out there- 


fore, againſt Satan, as David did againſt the 
Pbiliſtine, in the name of the Lord; and let us 


cut off the Head of our ſpiritual 'Goliah, and 


make an offering of it worthy of God. This is 
a Sacrafice reſembling, by a faint Similitude, 
that of Abraham when he offered his Son Jaa 


upon the Altar. Take notice how highly God 


was pleaſed with this noble act of Faith and 
Obedience. Now. I now, ſays he, that thou 


| feareft God; and, by myſelf have I ſworn, that 


becauſe thou haſt done this Tina in bleſſing 1 will 
bleſs thee. A declaration which we may be 


bold; in ſome meaſure, to extend to all, who at 


the command of God, are ready to give up what 
ſhall 


* 
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mall "entitle - themſelves to the Character of 


faithful. _ 
But, alafs t how few Copics. are to be found 


0 22 11 «©@ @ a” W 


of this fair Original? Every darling Luft is. 

deater to us than Iſaac was to his Faches Abra 
ham, and we won't ftrive In es PII 1 
tions of Nature. "© 
Let us weigh the Danger againſt the enjoy= 2 1 
ment. 2 
If the Sin be pleaſant, yet it is not ſo to be in / 
Fell; is it profitable ? But will it countervail - t 
the Loſs of Heaven ? Shall weaccept 6f facts 2 
baſe momentary Satisfactions, in exchange for 1 
our immortal Souls? Far be it from os to be V 
deluded into fo fookſh a Choice . 4 
If therefore, we are in earneſt, and indeed 7 
reſolved- to and Kill our beloved Luft, p 
hot vs pinch and rwe it by degrees; add no 1. 
ſuel to the Flame, but cut off all Occaſions that m 
may give advantage to the Sin which doth. mh 
ready, but too cathy befet' us. Let. us be fre- N 
— land affidious in the exerciſe of that at 
race which is moſt oppoſite to our darling 20 
Luſt; and ſo, by degrees, nouriſh a virtuous 6 
Habit, i in order to oor out and ſupplant its (1 
contraty. Above all, Watch and Pray that ye ag 
enter not info Temptation, nor fall widen .. ftr 
Simon, ſleepeſt thou, in this article of Dain: 
ger! ? Fudas doth not ſleep. The Emiſſaries Fe 


* 3 are * and * ready to betray and Pr 
| — 1 
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wot, 
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n us. Watch therefore, hd Pray; = 
and affure - yourſelves that- your Prayers ſhalt 


not return unto you Void, but ſhall accompliſh” 
your defires and Proſper in che Vc were ; 
you ſend them. 0 

Let us begin yheteftive; TY g0 on in this. 
power of Faith, of Watchfulneſs, and Prayer; 


nor be diſcouraged at our frequent backſlidings, 


and manifold failings, in the conqueſt of our 
beloved Sin; the fin which doth ſo e ho 75 ly beſet us. 
Allowance, *tis to be hop ed, will be made by 


that God who Knoweth N we are Made, 


and remembereth that we are but duſt. But let 
us not go back, much leſs quit the field. God 


will at laſt, give us the deſired /ucceſs ;- Grace 


and Peace here, and eternal Happineſs hereafter.” 

Let us then, my Brethren, conſtantly im- 
plore the Divine Aſſiſtance to guard and protect 
us, in every ſtation of Life; that his Grace 
may always prevent and follow us; and make 


us continually to be given to all good Works. 


I conclude with that moſt earneſt and paſſion- 


ate wiſh of St. Peter's. The God of all Grace, 


who hath called us to bis eternal Glory, by Feſus 
Chriſt, after that ye have ſuffered a while, 
(ſtrugling and maintaining a doubtful Fight 
againſt your ſpiritual Enemy ) make you perfect, 


ſtrengthen, ftablifh, ſettle you, 


And now, O thou eternal, inethaüſtible 
Fountain of all Goodneſs! Thou Father and 
FE enk of Mankind Hear the Prayers of thy 

"IF numble | 
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bumble Servants, and grant us ; Grace to with- 
ſtand the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, 
end the Devil, and with pure Hearts and Minds 
to follow thee, the only God, through Feſus Chriſt 
aur Lord: To whom . thee and the Holy 

Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honour, Glory, and 

Power, n now 1 0 for evermore. Amen. . 
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Ib xxvii. i. gt and btb. 


Til il if 7 dee, I will not remove my OE from 
My righteouſneſs I hold faft, and will 
= het it go: my heart. nd not t reproach me 
% long as 1 „„ 


0 B makes a reſolution here, of maintaining 
an unprejudiced Mind, and keeping a Con- 
ſcience void of offence : He is reſolved to be- 
have himſelf prudently, and not to be guilty of 
any thing that would either ſting his Conſcience, 
or wound his Reputation, were it to be Expoſed 
to human knowledge. 
And this reſolution he takes in the height of | 
Adverſity and Diſgrace ; when his Wealth and 
Children were ſnatched” away from him; when 
his Servants and Friends deſpiſed him when 
he was afflited with pains and ulcers, and had 
no place to lay his head. In the midſt. of this 
unhappy change of things it was, that this good 
Man reſolved to ſtand the brunt, to remain 
unmoveable, unſhaked, and to keep his Ground 
even until Death. For ill die, fays he, 
T will not remove my en from me. 
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A8 if he had ſaid. Though it de my hard 
e fate and the determined Will of Heaven, 
* (which he knew he cou'd not fathom). that 
© T ſhould: be thus ſeverely dealt with all my 


„Life; yet my chief Care and Study ſhall be, 


% to maintain an unprejudiced Mind: not to 
c rEpine. under the diſpenſation of Heaven, 
nor to be: guilty of any thing that wow'd 


* offend my God, or lay 46; open to human 


75 Cenſure. | 
Here! is a. pattern worthy. of the imitation - 


Ne” all Mankind; for it ſhou'd be e every Man's 

.. care, to carry ſuch a temper of Mind with him 
dut of this World, as may procure. and improve 
bis happineſs in the next. Neither the proſpect 
of Wealth, or Honour, ſhou'd prompt him to 
the commiſſion of any thing that is unjuſt: 


But in the whole courſe of his Actions, and 


above every other bleſſing, he ſhou'd value and 


prefer a good Conſcience ; and (though in the 


| height of Miſery and Diſtreſs) he ſhou'd. re- 
nounce all external advantages, rather than for- 

feit ſo invaluable. a Bleſſing. And now. that T 

may enforce this upon your Minds, I ſhall, 


| tom, theſe words of Fob, take occaſion, in the 


Firſt Place, to lay before you the great im- 
portance of integrity of Life, | with reſpe@'tp b 
Nan s preſent happineſs, in bh World. 

Secondly, With regard to his eternal 1 Baek | 


1 in * World to come. fl 
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Thirdly, I ſhall flew, that by the Grace of 
God, every Man may (like 5 ) hold faſt his 
Integrity, if he will uſe his endeavours to do ſo. 
Fiourtbhy, and Laftly, I ſhall conclude with 
an exhortation, that you may be perſuaded to 
Oy faſt your Integrity to the end. | 
I am in the #7 place, to lay before you the 
gert importance of integrity of Life, with re- 
ſpe& to Man's preſent happineſs in this World. 
And this will very ſoon appear if we conſider, 
that none of the Rrches, Honours; nor Pleaſures 
of this World, can afford Happineſs to a Man 
who is attended with an ei Conſcience ; for let 
him go where he will, and do what he can, 
till he is attended with diſquietude and anxiety 
of Mind. Is he Rich and Proſperous? He can 
never enjoy his Riches with Satigfuction, nor his 
Proſperity with Pleaſure. Ts he in an Honoura- 
Ele Poſt, and attended with Crouds of Admirers ? 
All this will not appeaſe the ſtings of a wounded 
Spirit. Perhaps. he ſtifles the alarms of Con- 
ſcience, with a continued round of ſenſual 
Pleaſures; at Balls, and Feaſts, in Drinking and 
Carou/mg, and every other faſhionable Amuſe- 
ment. But, alaſs! what will this avail in the 
Day of Adverſity, or at the Hour of Death? 
What has he to ſupport him, if he ſhou' d be 
brought to the Calamity of an adverſe Fortune? 
He has not the Integrity of 706 to befriend 
him. And, when he has a vaſt Eternity in 


view, and feels himſelf finking into the gloomy 
Regions 


\ 


Integrity of Li ifs, - . 


Reg ions of Darkneſs, how muſt hs Fe fore- 
rs of his guilty Soul make him Tremble 
and Quake, in expectation of meeting with the 
juſt Reward of his Actions? _ 

It is impoſſible for me, or any one upon 6 
Earth, to deſcribe the Agonies of Conſcience 
at that Hour, when the Fhronblate Sinner is 
brought to reflect upon an ill ſpent Life. 
But when a Man, like Job, gives his Heart 
| 10 room to repraach him, and is determined to 
Bold faſt his Integrity, he 1s prepared or all 
events of Providence. 
If he is Rich and Honourable, he enjoys his 
| Riches with comfort and /atisfaftion ; and his 
Virtue gives a luſtre and dignity to his high - 
Station. And, though he has the opportunity 
of enjoying the Pleafures of Life, as well as 
other Men, yet he uſes the good things of this 
World, 8 abujing them. He is ever 
ready to adore his Creator, and perform all 
N Acts of Kindneſs to his fellow Creatures. 
he Integrity of his Heart leads him (after 
: the example of holy Job) to compaſſionate the 

diſtrefles of the Poor. He will not with-bold 
from them their deſire, but the Fatherleſs ſhall 

partake of his Bounty ; neither will he ſuffer the 
Poor to periſh for want of. Chatbing, nor the 
Stranger to Lodge in the Streets, nor the Traveller | 
| te go without Refreſhment. By this, he is a 
comfort to himſelf, a bleſſing to his Family, and 
a Friend to all Mankind, And if he ſhou'd 
| happen 
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happen to meet with Adverſity and Aﬀiftion, he 


is reſign d to the Will of his Creator, and com 

forts himſelf with having acted uprightly. 
For let it be conſidered, that no outward. 

Calamity can diſturb that Man, who is attended 


with a peaceable Conſcrence ; which is perpetu- 


ally ecchoing to him thoſe comfortable Words, 
of Well done thou good and faithful Servant: 


Thou haſt acquitted thyſelf as becomes a D. : 
eiple of the Saviour of Mankind, like him thou 


haſt manfully reſiſted Temptations, and coura- 


giouſly bid Defiance to the frowns and to the 


flatteries of the World and the Devil. 


Happy! unſpeakably happy, is the Man that 
is in ſuch a caſe; he has no need of Company to 
repleniſh his Mind, and relax his Thoughts 3 


nor need he have recourſe to Drin, to heal the 


Wounds, and drive away the ſtings of an offend- 


ing Soul: For he is always carreſſed, always 


attended with the pleaſing reflections of a well 


; {peat Life. 


This was the conſolation of: Fob Sw his 
Adverfity under a moſt: diſmal and ſhocking 


Change of things; when the World (that but 
a few hours before ſmiled upon him) ſeemed. | 


now to be bent upon his eternal Ruin. 


He found upon a review of his Life paſt | 


that he had walked vþ7:2htly with his God; 
that neither his Wealth, nor franpthy of Conſti- 
tution (which are great Temptations) had led 
Hun to affront his Mater : And, though (for 
1 reaſons 
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reaſdns beſt * to the b Governor f | 


the World) he was driven from the height of 
Proſperity, to the depth of Miction; yet thus 
did he comfort himſelf, My Righteouſneſs I hold 
faſt, aud will not let it go, my Heart ſhall not 


| reproach me ſo long as I live: 


Integrity of Life yields a Man the moſt ſolid 
and laſting Peace and Satisfaction, and is his 
Friend in the greateſt Time of Need. When 


he falls, like Job, into any great Calamity, his 


greateſt ſupport is that of a good Conſcience; 
when he can apply thoſe comfortable Words 
of St. Paul to himſelf, that in fimplicity and 
godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, yt by 
the Grace of God, he has had 2 Converſation in 
the World. Then all will be calm and ſerene 
within. The black Clouds of Melancholy . 
and Deſpair will be diperied, and a bright 5 
bine will enſue. | | 
— Amidſt the greateſt ſtorm of Aden 5 
peaceable Conſcience ſpreads an — 


8 Calmneſs over the Mind; a ſerenity of Temper 


refreſhes and ſmooths it; every riſing murmur 


is huſhed, every repining thought guaſhed, and 


all the Paſſions of the Soul brought to an entire 
reſignation to the Will of Providence. And at 
the Hour of Death, how unſpeakably reviving 
muſt it be to the drooping Spirit, to reflect 

upon a well ſpent Life ; to think that when. 
this earthly Tabernacle i _ 4 Jelved, the Soul will | 
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be received by the bleſſed Jau, into = bliſs 


ful Regions above. 
It was a great comfort to St. Paul, ws the 


time of his departure was at hand that he 
could, with confidence, ſay, I have finiſhed my 


Courſe with Satisfaction ; I have kept the H 4 
11 integrity of Heart ; and now | am ready to 


depart and be with Chrift my righteous Fudge, 


who hath laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſ* - 


neſs. What Joy, what Satisfaction can equal 


this? And may not this happy diſpoſition of 


Mind be attain'd by giving our Hearts no room 


to reproach us? Tes ſurely. This will be the 


Happineſs of every faithful follower of Chriſt, 


who hath, like Fob, retained his Integrity to 
that awful deciſive Hour, when he Mall paſs 


from this tranſitory Life to an endleſs Eternity. 


He will then feel the un/beatable Satisfaction of 


a well ſpent Life, which will ſtand. him in 
more ſtead than all the Riches, and Honours, 


| and Pleaſures of this World. And chis leads 


me in the 


Second Place, to ſhew, that Intexrity of Life 


is of the utmoſt Importance with * to our 


eternal Happineſs. 


And this is very evident to any one that i is 


acquainted with the Chriſtian Religion, which 
teaches us, that without Holineſs us Man ſhall 


the Lord. For as Heaven is a ſtate of unin- 


terrupted Felicity, no evil thing can be admit- 
ted there; . becauſe that-would be an interrup- 
8 | = tion 


Eg. > 


| es e's of Life. ww 
tion to the Happineſs of its bleſſed 1 


and as Sin is the worft of Evils, it of courſe, can 


haue no place in Heaven : Therefore, it nearly 
concerns every intelligent Being, to diveſt 
himſelf as much as poſſible of all Impurity, 


while he is in this Life, that he may be the 


. better prepared for the Happineſs of tha next. 
And how is he to do this, but by performing 


che Conditions of the Goſpel? And they are 


| Repentance towards God, Faith 3 in the Merits 

and Satisfaction of the bleſſed Fefas, and a fins 
cere Obedience to the eternal Laws of Truth and 

Righteouſneſs. Except we Repent, Chriſt tells 


us, We ſhall all Periſo. Wheſoever believeth in 


him (ie Jeſus Chriſt) all Fecerve remiſſion. of 


brs Sins. And, Bleſſed are they who do his Cam- 
mandments, that they may have right. to the Tree 


of Life, Theſe being the Conditions by which 
we are to obtain eternal Happineſs, we muſt be 


careful, not only to reſolve to obſerve them, but 
we: muſt bring thoſe good reſolutions" into 


Action. 8 
But Men, in ene. forget the Obligations | 
of Chriſtianity, and ſeldom think ſeriouſſy till 


they are thrown upon a bed of Sickneſs. And 
how often do we ſee Men, who upon their Sick 
Beds, have bound themſelves under an Obliga+ 
oh to become good Chriſtians, if Providence 
ſhould - ſpare them their Life; yet, as ſoon as 


: they v6 ot been able to reliſh a pleaſng, or to 
comply with a ſuitable Temptation, they have 
þÞ* 1 * 
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baſely renounced their Promiſe, and ſold their 
Innocence for a trifle. r 
But we muſt take it for granted, that Guilt 
can never be blotted out, but by ſuch a Re- 
pentance as will produce a virtuous Life ; for no 
Vice can be pardoned till it is mortified ; and he 
who ſees the error of his ways, reſolves and 
prays againſt it, and yet, ſtill goes on in his 
* Witheaneſs ; contradicts his own Purpoſes and 
Petitions; and all he gains by it 1s, that he is 
condemned ; and he may, with as much reaſon, 
with for Life, whilſt he cuts his Throat, as pray 
his Soul into Heaven; whilſt his Morals are 
wicked. © . 
If Religion conſiſted in making fair Promiſes, 
there wou'd be but very few irreligious Men ; 
for, now and then, a man may be ſeriouſly diſ- 
poſed, and without much Difficulty, might 
- promiſe a Reformation hereafter. But this is 
not laying the Ax to the root of the Tree; for 
the Luſts muſt be moriified; the Paſſions ſub- 
aued, and the Fleſb brought in Subjection to the 
Spirit: without this, 5 Religion is vain, and 
external Pretences, are of no Significancy. If 
thou wvoweſi a vow to God, defer not to pay it 
oo the Preacher) for be hath no Pleaſure in 
Our Converſion is dated from the time that 
our Luſts are mortified; our Minds changed, and 
our Appetites ſubdued. For to reſolve and not 
to practice, betrays a haſty, raſh, and injudicious 
4 3 Mind; 


7 * 
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Mind; that conſiders not what he aus, 
as intends not what he promiſes; and he that 


imagines himſelf in a happy condition, becauſe 


he (now and then in diſtreſs) promiſes amend- 
ment, is miſerably deceived, and will find to 
His Coſt, that without Be 0 Man Jhall \fee 
Fhe Lord. 
For when we ſhall * rouſed 10 the sleep o 
Death, to appear before the great Tribunal of 
Cbriſt, it will be no Service to us to plead, that 
we many times ręſolved to do well; for nothing 
will do then but virtuous Action,; and we ſhall 
ſtand or fall in the next Life, as we have be- 
haved ourſelves in ths ; according to that ſay- 
ing of the Apoſtie, Me _— all appear before the 
| Fudgment Seat of Chrift, every Man to receive 
According to the deeds done in the Body, Whether 
- they be good, or whether they be evil. > © 
And ſince this is the caſe, bat nanner 


Per ns ought wwe to be in all boly Gonverſation 


Godlineſs ! How careful ſhould we be to 
maintain our Integrity, hold faſt our Rig bre 
. neſs, and give our Hearts no room to reproach us. 


The Day that will determine our Fate, is 


Hourly approaching us; and as every Moment 
of our Lives is a ſtep to the Grave, where there 
is no Work, no Device, no Repentance ; we 


+ ſhou'd ſet about ſubduing our Luſts, and main 
WY” a e vu <4 ore” enen 
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3 gert too 3 to admit je any : "oy ; 


for we * not what a Day may bring forth; 


and whilſt we are. ſpeaking Peace to ourſelves 
we may be alarmed with a Summons inte ano- 


ther World, and be brought before the dreadful ; 


Tribunal loaded with Guilt. 
Alaſs ! too many, tis to be feared, are now, 


Uke Dives, tormented in Flames, who had de- 


viated from the Paths of Righteouſneſs, and 
went aſtray in the broad Road of Sin and Wick- 


edneſs? Had they, like holy Job, retained 


; their Integrity, aud given their Hearts no room to 
reproacbh them, they had neyer had reaſon to 


12 their wretched: Condition in a te fef | 


And, chat it is in the power of every Man, 
by the Grace of God, to hold faſt his Integrity, 
is what I am now to make appear under my 


Third general Head. And ſuch is our Hap- 
ings, that though our grand Enemy has power 


to tempt us, yet he cannot oblige us to Sin; 


he lays the Bait, but can't compel us to ſwal- 


low it: For he tempted our Saviour to Worſkip 
him, with the pleaſing proſpect of all the King 
doms in the-World, and a promiſe that he ſhou'd 


be Maſter of them ; but he was rejected with 


Scorn and Diſdain. He made uſe of many an 

argument to draw) Job from his Integrity; but 

miſt his aim. He temp ted Joſeph by the 

power of a luſtful but could not al: 
| | val 


1 . 2 — 


Td OSS. A. 


vail: From whence it is plain, that 
feit our TGT r wen lies at our oe 


Integrity of "Lift, 


Door. 12 


We might, if we. pleaſes) pre deen dest 6 


his Argaments, and rejected s: Te 
with that inimitable Argament t 


Roms 


t Je 


made uſe of; for, ſaid he How can 'T 40 this 
We 


wow Wickedne eſs, and in againſt .God 4, 
might ſtem the Current of our evil Inòfinations 


within, and manfully reje& the Baits that are 


laid for us without, and, as 2 did, mamtaitt 
our Integrity, hold faſt . our 4 9 ny 
give our Hearts no room to reproach a 

Job was ſenſible of the Deprovity of M an- 
kind. He knew their Paſſions were irregular, 


their Wills ſtubborn, and their Luſts predomi- 


nant. He knew alſo, that the Devil (knowing 


the hopeful Condition of Man, that if he be- 
haves himfelf well here, is capable of being 
happy hereafter) was envious of him, and was 


his bitter Enemy. Me had experienced the 


Arts which that accurſed Friend has recourſe to, 
in order to draw-Mankind from theirInnocer 


and make them like himſelf, miſerable to alt 
Eternity. For he ſaw that he inveigled the 
Voluptuous into his Snare, by the fair and flats - 
tering Promiſes of Delight ; that he had Gold to 
_ enchant the Covetous, Kingdoms to allure the 
Ambitions, Tincel to dazzel the Gay, and Flat 
rer to work upon the Proud. And, knowing 
theſe things, he bravely relijted Temptations, 


and, 


134 | he great Inportance. of 


d, by the Grace of God, overcame them ; ho 
| gloriouly ſupported his Integrity, and therefore 


was in the end, bleſſed with more abundance 


than he ever poſſeſſed before; and died in a 
fall of Days, and in favour with 


good old Age, 
God and Man. And is not this a powerful 
Inducement to us to act like Job, and bravely 


withſtand our ſpiritual Enemy? What ſhould | 


*. 


hinder, but that we may, as he did, maintain 


our Righteouſneſs, bold faſt our Integrity, and 
give our Hearts no room to reproach us ? 
The Devil, it is true, conſults the Paſſans * 


Mankind, and lays his baits ſuitable to them. 
He knew Cain to "4 envious and proud, and ſo 


induced him to embrue his hands in his Bro- 
ther's Blood. He found Peter to be Cowardly, | 
and ſo prompted him to deny his Maſter. 
Judas he e to be Covetous, and by that 
means, led him to betray the Saviour of the 


World. Theſe are the methods he has recourſe 
to, in order to make Men as miſerable as him- 


ſelf. But notwithſtanding this, we may, if we 
pleaſe, refit his T emptations, and baffle all his 


evil Deſigns. 


and imp 


the Temptations of our ſpiritual E . 


33 3 $ 
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If we p y conſtantly at the Thavoe of Grace, : 

ore the divine Protection, we need not 
doubt i" that the kind Father of Mankind, 
will give us ſuch a meaſure of his Grace and 
Holy Spirit, as may enable us to withſtand all 


But, 4 


K. or oo. ae 


aſs ! the estgary. fey valle 
Men are ſeldom upoñ their Guard, and are ſo 


far from re/i//mg the ſolicitations of the Tem pter 


that they readily ſuffer themſelves to be e 


Capttue by bim at bit Will, and ſeem reſolutely 


bent upon their own ruin. And though they 
node that a virtuous and good Life is indiſ pen- 


ſibly neceffary to Salvation, yet they live in 
wilful impieties, and indulge themſelves in 


groſs and confeſſed Wickedneſs; ſomè of them 
wallowing in Luſt and Wantonneſs, others in 
Drunkenneſs and Debauchery; ſome gratifying 


their Pride and Ambitiom others their Envy 


and Malice; ſome ſaerafieing to their Filth and 
Luxury, others to their Avarice and Covetouſ- 


neſs: And how can ſuch People look into 


their Breaſts without the deepeſt Horror and 
Deſpair ? But indeed, they fy from their angry + 
Conſciences as much as poſſible, and feldom _ 
think of amendment till they are either worn 
out with"the long purſuit after a debauched 
Life, or till they are ſuddenly ſeized” with a 
dangerous fit of Sickneſs.” The unhappy Con 
dition therefore, of ſueh Men, makes it che 
more neceſſary * for me, is was propoſed, in the 
Laſt Place, to exhort you, in the name of = 
God, to hold faſt your Integrity 10 the end. 
But ſurely, one would imagine, there is but 
lttle need for many Arguments to preſs us to 
ſuch a neceſſary Duty, when our Sou are at 


Rake ; ; whoſe preſent and eternal n or 


* a Te Ri a, 
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Miſery, depends our goed or bad manape- 
. 1 3 9 if we them, we 32 


our All, and ſhall have no pol bility of vere” 


ing them. | 
What? Is not the nba Satisfaction 


which flows from an hong and gaad Heart, 
pteferable to the ſtings of 4 — Spirit, the 
inſeperable Companion of Vice and Wickedneſs ? 
Is not the Dear of the Righteous to be choſen 


before the miſerablè end of an abandoned Sin- 


ner? I believe all of us will readily ſubſcribe 


to the With of Baalam: Let me 4 the Death 


of the Righteous, and let my laſt end be hike bis ! 
But, if ever we expect this, we muſt be careful 


to Live an becometh the Goypel of Ghrift. | Like 
Job, we mult bold faſt our Raglan. retain 


aur Integrity, and uh: our nc 0 room we 
reproach ts, _ 


I moſt heartily WY that v we js all.c con- 7 


fider how ſome Men no do, and we aur/elves 
hall hereafter, fremble at the thoughts of ſuch 
folly; when at the hour of Death, we ſhall. 
think on the equal Diſtribution of things at the 


Day of Judgment. For this is not a FJetttrous, - 


but à rea] Event, towards which all wiſe Men 
look forward ; leſt, like the rich Foo in the 


Goſpel, {who laid wp Proviſon for many, Years 


they ſhould be ſarptized by theſe Words: 
Thou F oel, this * 5 080 Soul be a eg of 


thee. | > a 3 al. 
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nations; that you have retained your * 
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kn is a moſt 8 to think ß 


hs inconſideration of ſome Men; who, though 
they now that they muſt-certa! 
afterwards appear at the great Tribunal, yet 
never conſider what will become of them there, 


when they hear that dreadful Sentence pro- 
nounced, by the Judge of all the Earth; De- 


Feste 


m an for I * you not, he wor lers of 
Iniquity. What horror and amazement muſt 
then ſeize upon the condemn'd Sinner, when he 
finds himſelf carried away to a gloomy Priſon 

of exquifite Torture, there to remain to all. 


Eternity. Alaſs! he will then (when it is too 
late) be convinced of his Folly and Madneſs; 
and call to the Mountains and Rocks to fall on 
| him, and hide bim from the Face of bim that 


fitteth on the Throne; and from the wrath of the: 
Lamb: For when the great day of his Wrath is 

come, who, or where is that * — Sinner 
that that gal * able to tand in bis Preſence ?' 
Be perſuaded then, my Brethren, to bagfider 
theſe things in Time; 
tvaq fates, Happineſ, of MyYſery,- 
your preſent Courſe of Life Cds to wy 2 Ns vou. 
Such a Time will certainly come, and ns thing 


mw 3 of” — to you then, but the anſwer: 


ſiencs; that you have maafull 
{ed the 


Ingeſt Temptations, been patient 


under 2 and Diſap 
reſolutely ſtemmed the Tide c 


©; intments, and 
your evil Ineli- 


A a 2 


inly Dis, and 


and reflect ſeriouſſ 0 | 


n 
* +4 © y 
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as bug. as you lived, and gave your Hearts and 
Conſciences no room to reproach you. Then 
vou will triumph for ever with the albrious 
Company of the Apoſtles, the goodly 5 ellow- 
ſhip of the Prophets, and the noble Army of 


Martyrs, and all the Saints and Servants of 


God. And Oh! what Heart can conceive, 


what Tongue can expreſs the inconceivable Joy 
and Happineſs which the righteous Man ſhall 
poſſeſs in the preſence and enjoyment of that 
God, in whom is all fullneſs of Foy, and at whoſe 
Right Hand there are Pleaſures for evermore. . 
| Td me therefore, my Brethren, to conclude, 
exhort you by all means, to keep in Mind the 
_ unſpeakable reward of à virtuous and good 
Life. Let: Heaven and- Happineſs, which de- 
ſerves allyour Care, engroſs it prmcipally before 
every other thing; there let us place our 
Treaſure, and there will be our Hearts. And 
let every . Man of us take up the reſolution of 
Job, and with him ſay, Till I Die, I will not 
remove my Integrity from me, my Righteouſneſs 
I hold faſt, and will not let it go; my Heart ſhall 
not. reproach me fo long as 1 live. That we 
may all think of theſe things, and ſteadily 
adhere. to the moſt admirable Precepts of the 
* . Goſpel, all the Days of our ſhort. ſtay upon 
Earth; let us humbly beſeech the Almighty, 
to beſtow upon us ſuch a portion of his holy 
Spirit, as may ſupport us in all Dangers and 
Difficulties, that we my thereby be enabled to 
* 5 Bold 
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Bold faſt our Integrity to the end; which (thro' 
3 the merits of our bleſſed Saviour), will not fail 
to bring us to the happy Regions of the Bleſſed. 

No to God the Father, &. 
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The loſt Judgment. 


An. xvii. 317 


Re be hath LETT a | Day i in he which a | 
will Fudge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that 


Man whom he hath ordained ; whereof be hath 


raijed hum * the Dead. 


. p — 


113 0 ler 7g and . Crucified was, s, to. . 


St. Paul, a matter of the utmoſt Impor- 


tance; and it can be no leſs important and 
neceſſary to have a true knowledge of God; this 
being the corner Stone of Religion, the chief 


Motiye and Support of Moral Virtue. 


o know | God: is not barely to know that he | 
exiſis, but to conceive of him as a Rightedus 
and Merciful, Juſt and Impartial, Powerful 


and Unchangeable Being: And, not only to 
conſent to theſe Truths, but to give all. his 


Attributes their juſt Weight and Scope, and 
retrench them of nothing that is eſſentially i in 


them. 


Io endeavour to rocopcll and arbitrary and 
oppreſſive Proceeding, with the Attributes of 
Juſtice, and Impartiality, is plainly to fet the 


divine Nature and Attributes at Variance; it is 
| em of 


! 


given Aſſurance unto all en, © 15 * Fs 15 55 
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o affirm that the Deity is all „ 
— nothing but Evil and Malignity appear 
wirhout; that God has bowels of Mercy, and 


us intrinfically Kind and Compaſſionate, though 


outwardly bs is 1ll-natured, Captious and Con- 
tentious; Aſſertions chat ann "ON ng 
deſtroy each other. 5 
To treat our F nds or «debian: Creablitas 
with good Words and. good Manners, is pru- 
dent and decent; ſince they have no way of 
_ judging of us, but by our outward Behaviour. 
But, to what -purpoſe do we make uſe of Com- 
pliments and fine Words to an omnicient 
Being? When, either for want of knowing 
what is inplied in thoſe Words or elſe, Hot. 
want of giving them their full Force and 
Meaning, we throw the moſt glaring Affront 
and palpable Indignity upon Im none 
This was an Error the — che wileſt 
of pagan Nations were infected with.- 
aſcribed to God the Attributes of Wilken 
Purity, and Compaſſion; and at the ſame * 
Time, their divine Worſhip conſiſted in Ceres 
monies ſo ridiculous, ſo Impure,. and ſo Inhus 
man, that, inſtead of henouring the Deity; they 
tended to paint him in the moſt mean, 5 
ble, and horrible Light; ſuch as (one wou d 5 
now think) had been the contrivance of pre- 
meditated ec in eee to Feen and 
Aeſame him. e © & A 
In this ſtate it was, t . St. Paul four the 
People of Athens, to whom this. Qagcor 


0 
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from whence my Text is taken, was directed. 
This City was a Place of Learning, Liberty, 
and Superſtition; and, as the Chae informs 
us, Curigity For we are told, that not only 
' the Athenians themſelves, but the Strangers 
 wobich were there, ſpent their Time in nothing 
elſe, but either to tell, or to hear ſome new Thing; 
a Diſpoſition which it were to be wiſhed had 
ended with themſelves. But be that as it is: 
Theſe People had been ſo bewildered with the 
Variety and | Multiplicity of flirange Gods, which 
Philoſophers and eee (taking advantage, 
no doubt, of their fickle and curious Diſpoſition) 
had introduced amongſt them, had fixed, at 
laſt, upon ſome ſupreme Being whom they Wor- 
ſhipped under the Character of the unknown 
Sad. This, the Apoſtle obſerving, took Occa- 
| fion to make the ſame full Diſcovery of this 
' wnknown God; the ſame diſplay of his awful and 
amiable Attributes, which had been communi- 
cated to h;metf at his miraculous Converſion. 
Ye Men of Athens, ſays he, I perceive. that in 
all things ye are too Superſtitious. . For as I 
paſſed by and beheld your Devotions, 17 found an 
Altar with this Inſcription: To the unknown 
God. Whom: therefore ye ignorant] Mor ſbip, 
him declare I unto you. God that made the M. 170 
and all things therein ; ſeeing that he is Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, dwelleth not in Temples made 
with hands : neither is Worſhipped with Mens 


andi, as tho he needed any thing, ſeeing be 


7, agg tb A 2 % Life and N „ and all things. 
| From 


5 de Ftbm this refined and ſpiritual Deſcription 
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of the divine Nature, the Apoſtle infers the folly | 
and abſurdity of thei pagan Ceremonies and 
" Superſtitions ; and, by way of ' Concluſion, 
preſſes them to Repentance by the powerful 
Arguments in my Text, Becauſe God hath ap- 


pointed a Day in the which be will Judge the 


World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he 
- hath Ordained ; whereof be hath given aſſurance 
to all Men : mn that be vath ra ifed him rom. the | 
"Dead. | 

Many arguments ity been drown from 
Need, to prove the certainty of this future 
Judgment; ; but as all that hath been offered 
on that head, by the wiſeſt of the antient P4i- 
 hofaphers, was inconclyfive, amounting only to a 
moral Probability ; thoſe, who wou'd endeavour 
to illuſtrate this Truth, muſt rely entirely upon 
- Scripture ; the matter being Vi e of no other 
— or evidence. 

"Indeed, the whole mediatory vedderviking of 
our bleſſed Saviour, and all the Circumſtances of 


It, are matter of pure Revelation ; *tis the hidden 


and manifold Wiſdom of God, whith none of the 
Princes and Philsſaphers of this World knew any 
thing of; and we ſhould have known as little of 
it as they, had we been left to our own Reaſon, 
and not bleſs'd with a divine Revelation. The 
Enemies of revealed Religion indeed, aſcribe 
our ſuperior knowledge of the Deity and his 
- divine Truths, to the proper cultivation and 
r of Reaſon; though nothing is 
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more arrogant, nothing 
thing more evident than the Contrary. 


It cannot be denied, but that there: hs 


Men of as great Parts and Learning in Rome 


and Athens, when in their meridian of Splen- 
dor, as in the Dominions of any Prince fince 


thoſe Days. To what advantage then do we 


-owe-our ſuperior Light, unleſs it be to the 


ipnblitgcion: of the Goſpel. 


But not to confine our W to 8 af 
. Learning, for Religion was not deſigned far 
uch alonc, but 24 the unlearned alſo: The 


common People of our Time, are taken up 


with their Trudes and Occupations, and have as 
Aittle leiſure and abilities for Study, as the com- 


mon People among the Romans and Atbhenians; 


and yet. (as I obſerved to you juſt noẽw) the 


Athenians were made up of folly, obſcenity, and 
barbarity. But enquire now from the meaneſt 
Mechanic, and he will tell you that there is a 


Hol that: made Heaven aud Earth; that this 


God is a 2017/2, righteous, and compagſionats God; 

and that an Bonet Heart and a good Conjcience, 

is the beſt recommendation to his favour; 5 
Now, I ſhould be glad to know what it js 


22047 has op ened the 8555 of the World? What 


it is that 3 ſupplanted theſe notions ſo ſubver- 
fue of Virtue and true Piety, if the Goſpel has 


not done it? Till we find it attributed to 
ſome other Cauſe, we may juſtly place it here; 
and therefore if the Goſpel of Chriſt has diſ- 


; 8 the erroncous and Faperſttions Principles 
5 | —H 
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more ungratef, no- | 
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thereof; Lurely, nothi -but Ingratitude, or the 
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Secondly, © 
PD ok with the candour and equity of the 
Jug e. 0 
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and Pun: ſhqpents conſequent thereupon. . | _ 


Fourtbly, Of the: 


ay. ſet. PSS for tha 
" Firſt, We are 100 ſee 3 A the 


Seriptures give us of a future Judgment. 


Glur bleſſed Saviour, when he was diſcourſing 
to his Diſciples. of the end of the World, in- 
form'd them that at that Time the Son of Mun 
ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they. ſhall gather 
out of his Kingdom all things that offend, and 
them which do I. niquity.. And ſhall caſt them into 
4 furnace of Fire; there ſhall | be wailing. and 


guaſbing of Teeth, Then. ſhall the Righteous 


- ſome forth as the Sun in the Kingdom F bis 


| "Father. Here our Redeemer is repreſented bi” 
e Fae DIAIRSF of fol 8 Juſtice, 1 in the diſ- 4 I, 
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wribution &f Rewards to the Righteous, and 
Puniſhment to the Wicked; and though the 
Effect and Execution of the Sentence d be 
expreſſed, yet it ſuppoſes a judicious Proceeding, 
Thus likewiſe we read, For the Son of Man 
ſhall come in the Glory of his Father, with his holy 
| Angels, and then he ſhall reward every Man 
according to his Work. Shall come in the Glory 
f bis Father, ie with bis authority committed 
to him. 
Then again, our Saviour ſpeaking of hs 
coming to Judge the World, exprefſes himſelf 
thus: Then ſhall appear the fign of the Son of 
Man in Heaven; and then ſhall all the Tribes of 
the Earth mourn, and they ſhall ſee the Son of May 
coming in the Clouds of Heaven with Power and 
Ser Glory: ie in order to Judge the World. 
Dur Saviour, in the next place, produces his 
Comm Non, and tells us from whence his Au- 
| rar "was derived to him: e Pather 
Jude no Man, but has committed all Fudgment 
he Son, to whom be has groen Authority to 
ee Judgment, becauſe be is the Son of Man. 
St. Peter declares, that God commanded the 
"Apoſtles to Preach unto the People, and to teſtify, 
That it is Chrift that is ordained to be the Jah 
of the Buick and Dead. And St. Paul, in the 
words of my Text, declares that God hath ap- 
pointed a Day in the which he will Fudge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he 
- hath ordained, (ie Jeſus Chriſt) for it follows, 
-aoberegf he hath given Aſſurance unto all Mem, in 
hat he bath raiſed him from the Dead. In 


with threatnings and promiſes _ reſulting from 
this future Judgment. Thus he {| . the 
Tbeſſalonians, Jorge Lord 738 Chr: 775 Pall be 
_— from Heaven with bis mighty Angels m 
. flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on all tbem tbat 
know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of his Son, 
who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Damnation 
From the preſence of the Lord, and from the Gar 
FE bus Power... . 

Thus we ſee ie affurance we have of a 


future Judgment. This is a Doctrine that is 
the Soul and Spirit of Religion; for what doth 


the notion or belief of a God ſignify, if he will 
not trouble himſelf to take notice how Men 
' behave themſelves here? If he will neither 
Reward nor Puniſh, Virtue is then but an empty 
Name; a needleſs Penance which Men i 


upon themſelves ; - and the vicious and i - 
-bauched are as fafe and ſecure, as their Lives 


ſeem eaſy and delightful. IE 
| But as there is a Judge, Who diſtinguiſhes 


the Actions of Men here, and will indeed, judge 


the World hereafter ; then thoſe who have 
Senſe, muſt know their Intereſt ; this awakens 
their Conſciences, aſſuring them, that Piety 
and Virtue are abſolutely — and of the 
greateſt Importance to their Souls hereafter. 


But this will appear more fully by en 


as was propoſed, 


Secondly, The proceedings of that Day, te toge- 


ther with the candour and * of the Judge 


We bot Fudgments a 
1 n ſhort, all St. Paul's Epiſtles: are pregnant 


1 
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for which we muſt alſo, be beholding to the 
Scripture : There we are told, the World 


will be judged in Righteouſneſs. 

In human Tribunals, there is a a 00 
A | the courts of Lau and Equity; but 
there are no different ee in the other 
World; for there, Mercy and Truth kiſs each 


other; 2 and Equity proceed from the ſame 
Mouth, from the ſame Throne ; there will be 
no arbitrary Proceedings; none will be acquit- 


ted, none condemned, by a ſtrain of prerogative, 


or any unjuſt meaſure in the Judge; no he 


will govern himſelf by the juſtice and equity 
of the cauſe: This, he bimielf, hath declared. 
All the Churches, ſays he, ſhall know that I am 


be wb fearcherh the reins and the Heart, and 
will render to every Man according to his Works. 


And St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
aſſures us, that ce muſt all appear at the Fudg- 


ment Seat of Chrift, to aner for the things done 
in the Heſb, e, oy be Good, or herber 


= be Evil. 
At which time, „though God . not t exped 
Seth Men the perfection of Angels, nor to 
but in proportion to what he has ſown; yet, by 
the improvement of thoſe Talents he hath 


afforded, he expects to find a diference in the 


attainment and temper of thoſe he conſigns to 
a #ifeerent ſtate for Eternity. And, although, 
as St. Paul tells the Romans, thoſe that have 

ed without Law, ſball 'Periſh without the 
"Lia and Py ar have fined under the Law, 


* 
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dll be jules by ** e pro- 
ceedings are juſt and equal, becauſe they are 
according to Men's Deeds, and proportionable 
to their Opportunities of doing Good. If this 
were not 5 that Day could not be called a 
Day of Judgment, but rather a Day of Exeeu- 
tion; and the whole tranſaction, a demonſtra- 
tion of Will and Power, and not of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Integrity. Beſides, why is the Judge + 
called a ſearcher of Hearts ? WI 75 is he ſaid 
to ſeperate the Sheep from the Goat? Or, why 
is he called a fery Trial, if he makes no diſ- 
_ crimination, no difference, but Saves and Dams 

by determination? No, we may reſt aſſured 
that the Judge of all the Earth will 'do" right ; 
he is capable of 'no' fondneſs, 'partialityy or 
indulgence ; will be wrought” upon by no 
Flattery, moved by no Complaints, e 
1 no Bribes. 

This our Judge is gutes of, ebery where 
in the holy. Scripture; and particularly the 
| Apoſtle St. Peter, who (by reaſon of his Jews, 
Education) had formerly thought God Al- 
mighty had negle&ed and deſpiſed all nations 
but the Jews, 5 Pechime with admiration, that 
54 a truth God is no reſpetter of Perſons,” but in 
Nation, he that feareth bim and worketh. 
Righteouſneſs, is accepted with him. By which 
it is plain, that the great Criſis of Eternity, 
depends upon a holy TT Ka” a virtuous 
| a I Life. 5 . vs EDS. 


1 . but one obfereition more to make 
upon this Head, with reſpect to the righteous | 
— s of the Judge; and that is, he. 
candid Interpretation he will put upon ou 
Actions. As no Laws are tolerable when 1 
are rigorouſly ſtrained, and ſeverely applied; 
ſo none are harſh and difficult that meet with a a 
rr and equitable Interpretation. _ . 

- Now, in reference to this, the whole tenor 
4 the | Goſpel aſſures us, that our merciful 
God will watch no advantage againſt us; will 
not ĩnſiſt upon Punctilio s, but principally looks. 
at the ſincerity of our Intentions; and in 
advance our good offices to as high a value as 
they are capable of. For thus he 3 
himſelf, when ſpeaking to thoſe on his right * | * 
2 Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the | 

ngdom pre 2 for you from the foundatioan 
e World; for I was an hbungred and qe gave 

2. Alt, Tas thirfly and ye gave me Drink ; 
T as a ſtranger and ye took me in, naked and ye. 
Chathed me; I was ſick and ye vjſited me; 1 
Was in Priſon and ye came unto ne. And then, 
when the Righteous (wondering at this divine 
Goodneſs, and modeſtly under-yaluing their. 
own Pe rformances) ſhall anſwer, Lord, when 
faw we three an hungred and fed thee; thirſty 
and gave” thee Drink? When ſaw ve thee @. 
- fkrangen! and took thee in? Or naked and 
thats thee? When ſaw we thee Sick, or in 
Brilon, end came unto thee? The] udge gra- 0 
doufl x replies, Yerily 7 hoy unto you, in as mich 
as 


The oft Judgment: 


4 pechiove done it to one of the lea of theſe my | 


ity ye have done it unto m:. 
Hence we ſee, that our Saviour and Judge, 
not only takes notice of the meaneft Offices, 
and the eaſieſt expreſſions of Charity and 
Compaſſion, but remembers them for us when 
we have Forgotten them : And that, at the moſt 
advantageous Seaſon, when he comes in all his 
Glory with Crowns and Kingdoms to beſtow; 
in the moſt important and critical Time, when 
- our Eternity depends on it. 

Our Judge will make ſuch allowances that 
this Juſtice of our Cauſe will bear; he will not 
look upon defects in our Duties, as Wilful 
— of his Laws; nor will he deem our 


frailties and infirmities as preſumptuous Sins. 


What? (fays he to Peter) could you not Watch 
with me for one hour # Watch" and Pray that 
ye. enter not into T, emptation. © And when he 
Teturned from praying, and found his Diſciples 
fill aſleep, for their Eyes were heavy, how gra- 
ciouſly does he palliate this failing? The Spirit 
| (fays he) indeed is willing, but the Fleſh is weak. 
Hence it is lain, that ſuch infirmities as are 
conſiſtent with a divine Life, with a ſincere 
Love of God, and a true and hearty Senſe of 
Virtue and Goodneſs, ſhall not be ri idly ag- 

1 againſt us. I ſhall now, in the 
© Third Place, Take notice of the 123 
5 and Puniſbments, which are the Conſequents of 
* the proceedings of that Day. And they will 
102 — to the Calamities and Suffer- 
ex Tu in <Q 
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that as one Star differeth from another in Clary, 3 
Saviour aſſures us, that in his Father's Houſe 


* a » wa w# 


are. many Manſions ; not only room to reste 3 
many, but, as that Phraſe properly imports, f _ 
everal degrees and ſtations of Glory; ſo that, | 
they who ſuffered gt here, through Poverty, 
Sickneſs, or any other Calamity, will be freed || 
from their Sorrows, and ſhine forth with ann 
extraordinary ray of Glory hereafter : Thus wWe 6 
ſee how the Almighty clears up and vindieates |} 
his Providence. „„ 


s — Un * - 


As to the nature of theſe Rewards and | 
Puniſhments, that is entirely gonjectural; and Tr 
whatever is offered as a particular Deſcription of | _ 
them, is as much the product of Hancy, as any |} 
of the 1 that we meet with in the antient | 
Poets. We are certain of nothing more than 
What is exhibited to us in Scripture. The 2 
habitation of the. Yir/ueus is there repreſented | -1 
b / a City. a Kingdom, 2 place of Reſt, a Para- f 
dice; all that can give us an Idea of Grandeur, N 
Delight, and Happineſs. _ . | 
On the contrary, the dwelling of the Wicked | 
is, deicnibed by znquenchable Fire; à never - 
Dying Worm'; a bottomleſs Pit; terms, the . 
moſt horrible and affrighting to human Beings, |: 
And the manner how we ſhall become capable 0 
of receiving our merits; whether. in the ſame |} 
Bades in which the deeds were done, or in ſuch . 
other Bodies as God ſhall pleaſe to cloath out 


Souls 


* 
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Sools at the morning of the Reſurre ions 
. though it has furniſhed matter of Controven 


8 3 the learned in Metapbiſcs, I look upon 


it to be a matter of indifference to vs; fince t 
Soul will be equally capable of happineſs or 
avi in any Body that the Almighty NS 
it. How Body ad Spirit act reciprocall * 
— other, and the manner by which : 
correſpondence is ſupported in this Life, never 


| bes, and I believe never will be explained. How 


5 10 Bodies that they may be faſhioned lite unto bis 


then, ſhall we pretend to demonſtrate the 5 
nature of their Junction after Separation? 


St, Paul tells ying that God fall change a 


glorious Body ; but 7 that ſiteneſ⸗ conſiſts, 
we are at a loſs to determine; - and as neither 

+ _ CGhrift nor his Apoſtles have 2 proper to 
teell us, there is no neceſſity of p placing the opin - 
ion of Men (fallible as ourſelves) in the Chriſ- 
tian Credenda. MWe ſee that God has promiſed 


to reward the Virtuous, and puniſh the Wicked 


in another Life; and we know God cn, and 
will do what he promiſes. Let us therefore be 


- more careful to avoid the puniſhment, than to 


dive into the Nature of it; fuch | ſecret thing 
belong unto the Lord our God: Leaving — 8 
then to the divine Wiſdom, I paſs on to te 
Fourth and Laſt thing propoſed, OY the 
| 2 ſet apart for this diſquiſition. 
The Text tells us, that God hgth a | 
| Day: in the which he will judge the World?” 


No doubt on'r, but as the Day of Chriſt's firſt 
coming 


pointed 
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coming was immoveably faxed, fo alſo; is that 


2 of his ſecond coming to judge the World; but 


Chriſt tells us, that of that Day, or Hour, bndw- 


etb no Man; no not the Angels of Heaven, but 


my Father only. After a — ſo plain and 


o poſitive, nodeſty I think, might prompt us to 
let the event of that re ri 110 in the womb 
of Futurity. 


God, no doubt, thought proper to keep che 
World in Inorance as to the preciſe time; and 
to of his Reaſons (amongſt many others beſt 


known to his infinite Wiſdom, ) may be the. 


+ Firſt, That he might keep the. negligent 
World on their Guard, who are too apt to put 


far from them that terrible Day. And' 


Secondly, To keep up the Oeconomy of Life ; 
for if the preciſe day was known beyond all 


_ uncertainty, and it ſo near our time that we 


could count the number of our Days, and be 
certified how long we have to Live; we ſhould be 

like ſo many Criminali, whoſe time of Probation 
is fixed; and who, in conſequence thereof, 
wou'd' ſpend our whole Time in preparing for 
this important Day, and neglect to provide'the 

tammon neceſſaries of Life, which (without the 


interpoſition of a Miracle) would haſten the 
Period of the World, and fruſtrate the — 
. 


To Conclude. As Chriſtianity: gives us 
aſſurance of the Reſurrection of the Body, which 
thoſe who were inſtructed by reaſon only, knew 
nothing: at. all of; and even has furniſlied us 
with 
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with a glorious Tnflance of it, in the Reſurrees 
tion of Chriſt. Since the reward that Chriſti- 
anity propoſes, is worthy of God; an inheria 
tance undefiled with miſery or vice; a ſtate in 
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which we ſhall be fitted for the mot exalted- 


employments and pleaſures: let us thankfully: 


Cberiſb this glorious Hope; entertain it as the 
ſum of all our nn the N of * 


eur ys. CASE] | 

O mach ads moment: was it to the akſhe 
5 Faul. that he counted all things but loſs and dung 

in compariſen of this. one thing, that: be might, by 


any means, attain unto the Neſurrectian of the. 
Dead ;- unto an happy: part in that Reſurrection. 
How earneftly did he preſs toward the » mark. 
(through all manner of Afflictions, Neceſſities, 


and Diſtreſſes) for. the Prize of the high calling 
of Gad, in Chriſt Feſus? And what diner the 
old Patriarchs gladly do? What did they not 
moſt willingly Suffer that they might attain a 
better Ręſurrection? And ſhall-not the hope of 


this, prompt us to make our Peace with God, 


and by an effectual ere abandon all the 
ways of Sin for the future? 
But if ſuch examples be not e to lead 


us to 4 preparation ſuitable to the Importance of 


the Trial, perhaps, the thoughts of what muſt 


infallibly be the reſult of our petulent Follies, 


wilful Miſcarriages, and treacherous Infidelity, 
may have ſome Effect upon us. Let us then, 
ſuppoſe ourſelves. juſt raiſed from the Sleep of 
Death, by the Arch- Angel ; imagine the trum- 
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regard to individuale, it may be fixed to the 


after that, there is no V ok 20. nee 10 Re- 
pentance but as the tree falls fo it will lay. 
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Sounding, and theſe awful Words: p 
pet oun ing, ye Dead and come =o 99.4 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt; that we were now 
2 there to hear our paſt and forgotten 
Sins called to rememberance; to ſee our moſt 
hidden and dif; guiſed Attions:rightlyjudgedand 
rewarded ; where is that harden'd Sinner that 
wou'd not be covered with Shame and Confu- - 
fion? Where is that abandoned Sinner whoſe 
Countenance wou'd not change, whoſe: Con- 
feience wou'd: not ſting him with remorſe, and 
whoſe guilty Soul wou'd not ſhudder at his 


— 


approaching Doom? 


Let me exhort you then, my Brethren, to be 
Aways mindful t awful Scene; may ou 
always remember, that however diſtant that 4 
Day of general reckoning may be, yet with ? 


Norld; ſince 


of Departure out of this 


I ſhall therefore conclude all in the Words of. 
our bleſſed Saviour; Watch'ye therefore, {for ye 
know not when the Maſter of the Houſe cometh ; 
art even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, 

on in the morning Aeſt coming ty, he find _ 
you Neeping. And what” 1 1/0 1 unto Heu, 7 Jay I 
tanto ali, W. arch. 


